
By DIV Staff

DIXON, CA (DIV) - The Dixon 
City Council unanimously 
approved the proposed 
massive incremental water 
rate increase of over 300 
percent increase for cus-
tomers of the City water 
system. In comparison, 
Cal Water customers are 
only facing a 6 percent rate 
increase which will be dis-
cussed during a meeting 
at the city council cham-
bers, on Thursday,  January 
24th. 

The counci l  meet-
ing was well attended. 
Numerous individuals 
expressed their concerns 
about the City’s proposed 
water rate increase during 
the Council’s public com-
ment period. Commenters 
represented a wide range 
of backgrounds and inter-
ests, including employees 
of other water systems 
and government agen-
cies, retired persons on 
fixed incomes, and oth-
ers. Ratepayer concerns 
included the magnitude 
and appropriateness of the 
rate increase and its dire 
consequences on home 
budgets, the need for an 
independent review of the 
City’s system rehabilitation 
project list, questions about 
why relatively young wells 
need to be replaced, and 

the city’s failure to address 
many questions brought up 
by ratepayers. 

Contrastingly, there 
were comments from a 
few Cal Water custom-
ers related to concerns that 
“they were, in effect, hav-
ing to subsidize the City’s 
water system through 
the  Ci ty’s  Genera l 
Fund”. However, the 

consultant’s water rate 
study report approved 
by the city council at 
the November 13, 2018 
meeting states:  “The 
City Council approved 
R e s o l u t i o n  1 8 - 0 4 1 
approving an up to 
$500,000 inter-fund loan 
from the General Fund 
to the Water Operations 
and Maintenance Fund in 

March 2018. To date, no 
draw has yet been made, 
thus repayment has been 
scheduled to begin in FY 
2020.” 

M i c h a e l  N o l a n , 
President of the Solano 
C o u n t y  Ta x p a y e r s 
Associat ion (SCTA) 
on behalf of the Dixon 
C h a p t e r  “ r e s p e c t -
fully, and adamantly” 

requested that the City 
Council postpone the 
Proposition 218 Public 
Hearing by two weeks, 
or,  “in the alterna-
tive, that the City begin 
anew and re-notice the 
Proposition 218 protest 
period.” 

 The stated reasons for 
this request was that the 

By Mike Floyd, 
retired Department 
of Water Resources, 
Jack Caldwell, 
Dixon Manager, 
California Water 
Service Company, 
Shirley Humphrey 
and Loran Hoffmann, 
Program Committee, 
Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club.

DIXON, CA (DIV) - Two 
new bills, SB 606 and 
AB 1668, were enacted 
in 2018 establishing new 
standards for efficient 
water use in California. 
These standards go 
beyond the 20 percent 
water use reduction goal 
(by year 2020), estab-
lished by SB X7-7 which 
was enacted in 2009.

The two bills require 
water providers, such 
as the City of Dixon 
and California Water 
Service, to come up 
with targets for total 
water use (indoor and 
outdoor) by 2022. The 
targets will vary by city 
and county and must be 
approved by the State 
Water Resources Control 
Board. The purpose of 
the new bills is to cre-
ate a permanent water 
conservation culture (“a 
way of life”) so as to sus-
tain the progress made 

through emergency mea-
sures during California’s 
recent five-year drought.

The program com-
mittee of the Dixon 
Women’s Improvement 
Club recognizes that this 
new statewide legisla-
tion will impact Dixon 
residents and needs to 
be further explored. Are 
there actions that Dixon 
residents are taking now 

that assist in the water 
conservation efforts? 
Other questions that 
immediately come to 
mind are – how much 
water do I use daily? If I 
take a shower, how many 
gallons of water will I 
use? How can I cut back 
if I use more than the 
indoor water us standard 
of 55 gallons per per-
son per day (discussed 

below)? If I have over-
night guests and use 
more water, will I be 
fined or charged more? 
How will indoor water 
use be measured? Are 
the State’s standards rea-
sonable for an area like 
Dixon with an abundance 
of water in comparison 
compared to areas like 
Southern California?

To learn more about 

these new laws, the pro-
gram committee of 
the Dixon Women’s 
I m p r o v e m e n t  C l u b 
invited Vicki Lake a 
Senior Environmental 
Sc ien t i s t  f rom the 
California Department 
of Water Resources, and 
Jack Caldwell, Manager 
of the Dixon California 
Water Service, to explain 
how these laws will affect 
us. Mike Floyd, recently 
retired DWR engineer 
from the Department of 
Water Resources, also 
provided information to 
the audience. The water 
experts met with the club 
members on Wednesday, 
January 16th at the gen-
eral membership meeting 
at the Dixon Methodist 
Church.

From now until 2025, 
local  agencies  and 
districts will be respon-
sible to stay within the 
aggregate total indoor 
residential standard of 
55 gallons per person per 
day. The standard then 
drops to not less than 
52.5 gallons of indoor 
water per person, per day 
until 2025. Starting in 
2030, the standard will be 
no less than 50 gallons of 
indoor water per person, 
per day. Ms. Lake stated 
that “the water agencies 
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What Do the New Water Laws 
Mean to Dixon Residents?

Members of the Dixon Women’s Improvement Club learned more about new water legislation 
impacting California from Vicki Lake (in the center) from the Department of California Water 
Resources and Jack Caldwell (on the right), California Water Service, at their January 20th 
meeting at the United Methodist Church. President, Loran Hoffmann thanked the speakers for 
the informative presentation. Photo courtesy Dixon Women’s Improvement Club 
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Thank A Veteran Today

Getting ready for 
the Baby Steps

Dear Dave,
I like your plan, and I’m 

ready to get control of my 
finances. Should I catch up 
on past due bills before sav-
ing $1,000 for the beginner 
emergency fund you recom-
mend in Baby Step 1?

— Samantha
Dear Samantha,
This is a great question, 

because it gives me a chance 
to walk you all the way 
through the Baby Steps plan.

Make sure your necessi-
ties are taken care of first. 
I’m talking about food, cloth-
ing, shelter, transportation, 
and utilities. Then, get current 
on anything you owe or make 
payment arrangements for 
your past due bills. Once you 
have these things taken care 
of, it’s time to take your first 
Baby Step.

You’ve already mentioned 
getting $1,000 in the bank 
for a starter emergency fund. 

That’s Baby Step 1. After 
that, begin your debt snow-
ball. That’s Baby Step 2, and 
here you’ll pay off all your 
debts from smallest to largest, 
except for your home. Attack 
the first balance on your list 
by paying as much as you can 
each month, while making 
minimum payments on your 
other debts. When you’ve paid 
off the first one, add what you 
were paying on it to the pay-
ment on your next debt and 
start attacking it. In Baby Step 
3, you’ll save up and increase 
your emergency fund from 
$1,000 to a full three to six 
months of expenses. Trust 
me, you’ll be surprised how 
quickly you can save money 
when you’ve got all that debt 
out of the way!

Once you reach this point, 
it’s time to really start looking 
at the future. In Baby Step 4 
you start investing 15 percent 
of your income for retirement. 
College funding for any little 
ones is next in Baby Step 5, 
and Baby Step 6 is a big one—
pay off your house early.

But Baby Step 7 is the real 
deal. When you’re able to 
build wealth and give with 
extreme generosity, you’ve 
reached the pinnacle of smart 
money management. Good 
luck, Samantha!

— Dave

Fight back 
against fraud

Dear Dave,
We recently learned that 

my wife’s ex-husband used 
her social security number to 
establish several credit card 
accounts. We’ve written and 
called the credit card compa-
nies, and we’re disputing the 
charges, but is there anything 
else we can do to protect our-
selves and put an end to this?

— Ken
Dear Ken,
You bet there is! File a 

police report immediately, 
and if possible, have this guy 
arrested. He has committed 
criminal fraud, and it’s not 
something you should take 
lightly. Also, put a fraud vic-
tim alert on your credit bureau 
reports today. 

Don’t stop with just 
alerting the credit card com-
panies about this situation. 
You should be speaking 
with and communicating via 
email—plus snail mail, if 
necessary—directly with the 
fraud victim division at every 
credit card company involved. 
Make sure they understand 
this is a denial of responsibil-
ity and not simply a dispute.

Let them know you’re 
sorry this happened, but 
explain that all these charges 
in your names are the result 
of a criminal act perpetrated 
against you. You may have 
to stand your ground with 
the credit card companies, 
because some of them might 
try to get you to pay it, any-
way. Don’t do it!
Dave Ramsey is CEO of 
Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 13 million listen-
ers each week on 585 radio 
stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave on the 
web at daveramsey.com and on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey. H

Dave Ramsey Says 

By G. Wells

Our parish has entered 
into the new year. The 
beautiful Christmas dec-
orations and the peaceful 
creche with replicas of 
baby Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph are put away. It 
is with a certain sadness 
that we say goodbye to 
Christmas innocence, 
and yet, we must be on 
our way responding to 
the call to do His work. 

The youth of St. Peters 
are working diligently in 
several areas. Many will 
be attending the Walk 
For Life West Coast on 
Saturday January 26th 
in San Francisco. It is 
an opportunity to wit-
ness the sanctity of life 
and defend the most vul-
nerable among us. Buses 
will depart after the 9am 
Mass and return by 6pm. 

Please contact Robert 
Williams at (707) 301-
1409 for details. 

The St. Valentine's 
Day Banquet will be 
Saturday February 9th. 
This lovely, many course 
dinner which is spon-
sored by the Knights of 
Columbus will bene-
fit the St. Peters Youth 
Group. The young peo-
ple help in preparing 
the food and serving. 
The no host bar is open 
at 5:30pm with 6:30pm 
dinner. Tickets are avail-
able for $20 each from 
the youth committee and 
office staff. This is a pop-
ular event for families, 
special valentines, and 
friends. Don't miss it! 

Valley of the Sacred 
Hear t  Academy i s 
in full swing at St. 
Peters. Enrollment for 

Fall is Open: TK-2nd 
Montessori  elemen-
tary and 9th-11th grade 
Chesterton Academy. 
There will be a Preview 
Nigh t  on  Monday 
February 11th from 
6-8pm in St. Peters 
Religious Ed build-
ing. Meet the teachers, 
explore curriculum, and 
receive program infor-
mation for the full-time 
elementary and high 
school, the Homeschool 
Co-op K-8th grade, and 
Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd faith formation 
program for ages 3-12. 
For more information 
please visit valleyofthe-
sacredheart.com or call 
(530) 574-0804.  H

God bless all! 

At the last Planning 
Commission meeting 
a former city council-
man came forth spouting 
misinformation, exag-
gerations and making 
o f f e n s i v e  r e m a r k s 
directed at another mem-
ber of the public. Yet, 
he was allowed to con-
tinue unchecked. Then, 
at Tuesdays City Council 
meeting, the Mayor 
overreacted when a dis-
abled gentleman who 

was attempting to pro-
vide information and 
express his concerns 
about the proposed City 
water rate hike. The 
Chief of Police was 
called forth and stood 
within arm’s reach of the 
gentleman in an intim-
idating manner. Unlike 
the former council-
member at the planning 
commission meeting, 
the gentleman before the 
city council meeting was 
neither disruptive nor 

disrespectful. 
It is certainly evident 

that the City’s guidelines 
for civility and con-
duct at meetings are not 
applied uniformly.  This 
is nothing new on the 
part of our city leaders 
past and present. H

Mary Zuniga-Savage

WHAT IN THE WORLD IS GOING 
AT OUR CITY MEETINGS?
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MUSINGS
By Mike Ceremello

That’s Life©

By Ted Hickman
Feel Free to Email: Tedhick@gmail.com 

or straightarrowted@gmail.com
 For the 763 Past consecutive columns 

 “That’s Life” Columns go to
www.tedhickman.com

Influenza Activity is Increasing 
throughout California 

By Corey Egel, CDPH

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH) 
today announced that influ-
enza activity is increasing 
throughout California. 
Health officials encour-
age Californians to get 
vaccinated. 

“It is important to get 
vaccinated now if you have 
not done so already,” said 
CDPH Director and State 
Public Health Officer Dr. 
Karen Smith. “I encourage 
everyone six months of age 
and older to be vaccinated 
to help protect themselves 
and others from the dangers 
of flu.” 

Flu activity is occurring 
throughout every region 
of the state and above 
expected levels for this 
time of year. Although the 
severity of the flu season 

cannot yet be determined, 
Californians should take 
precautions, including 
vaccination. 

“Flu activity usually 
reaches its peak January 
and February, but typically 
continues to spread through 
the spring,” said Dr. Smith. 
“With most of the flu sea-
son still to come, it’s not 
too late to get vaccinated.” 

Each year, the flu causes 
millions of illnesses, hun-
dreds of thousands of 
hospitalizations and thou-
sands or sometimes tens of 
thousands of deaths in the 
United States. 

Common symptoms of 
the flu include fever or feel-
ing feverish, a cough and/
or sore throat, a runny or 
stuffy nose, chills, fatigue 
and body aches. Children 
may also have nausea, 
vomiting or diarrhea. 

To stop the spread of flu 

and other respiratory ill-
nesses, CDPH recommends 
these steps: Stay home 
when sick; Cover a cough 
or sneeze with an elbow or 
tissue and throw the tissue 
in the trash; Wash hands 
thoroughly with soap and 
warm water or an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer; Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth. 

Cal i fornians should 
contact their health care 
provider, pharmacy or 
a clinic about obtain-
ing the flu vaccine. Some 
local health departments 
may also offer low- or no-
cost flu shots. For more 
information about the flu, 
including weekly updates 
on fly activity, visit the 
CDPH influenza web page. 
To find a vaccine location 
near you, visit HealthMap 
Vaccine Finder. 
Source:www.cdph.ca.gov H
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You Lose ... Again
Mike Ceremelo

Being a glutton for punish-
ment, I attended not one but both 
of the clueless coffee-less clatches 
sponsored by the council phonies, 
Scott Pederson, Jim Ernest, and 
Steve Bird less than one week 
before the council meeting where 
the tripling of water rates protest 
counting occurred.  Once again 
the mentally or physically lazy, 
or both, failed to come forward 
in sufficient numbers to stop this 
insanity.  You all lost ... again.

Those who did show for the 
dog and phony show were again 
treated to Scat’s half-truths and 
attempted defense of his inability 
to ask a pertinent question of city 
staff.  Staff was there working 
hand in hand with Pederson and 
Ernest, in trying to convince citi-
zens and rate payers of why there 
is only one way to fix the city’s 
water system.  Pederson goes one 
step further in taking any contrary 
opinion or fact, then asks staff to 
verify his position by throwing 
them a soft ball question which 
staff then answers by parroting 
their initial unverified statements.

Bird doesn’t even go that far.  
This guy couldn’t come to a valid 
conclusion if it was a PhD disput-
ing his initial stance.  How do you 
question the validity of a parcel 
list given to the taxpayers group 
by the city attorney as if it was the 
groups’ instead of the city’s?

The monumental waste of time 
of attending council meetings 
was not lost on attendees of either 
meeting.  While many said they 
would be attending council meet-
ings in the future, it was obvious 
from the crowd’s uproar that they 
felt the individuals on the dais 
didn’t listen to a thing they said.  
You lost ... again.

What bothers me the most is 
the continual bleat that there is 
no other way to do this or that.  
Considering that they want to 
replace three wells in 2022, one 
can only conclude there is no 
rush.  If there is no rush, they 
could be paying cash for the 
project and saving two thirds on 
interest costs.  Wasn’t it this same 
lying staff telling us our roads 
would be undrivable in 2019 if 
we didn’t pass a sales tax?

Again I question the necessity 
of many of the projects on their 
$36 million ten year list.  When 
you don’t actually look at each 
individual item to see if it is nec-
essary or its need at lower levels, 
you will always go along with the 
program no matter how much it 
costs others.  I was approached by 
one gentleman who said he had to 
search high and low to find the 
consultant’s engineering report 
and the report supplied insuffi-
cient proof as to its conclusions.

I finally have to agree with 
our worthless city manager who 

doesn’t want the city to be in the 
water business.  I would go one 
step further and say I don’t want 
the city to be in any business 
given its incompetence and poor 
managerial skills.  How is it we 
are paying $400 grand per year 
in PG&E costs for electricity to 
run our pumps and the city hasn’t 
looked into or employed solar 
power?  I suppose there are no 
grants available for that either?

Why do we have ten thou-
sand dollars per year budgeted to 
a water master plan?  According 
to the city, the State mandated we 
update the plan as a condition of 
taking over the system along with 
doing a rate study.  Why is it this 
council can never seem to find a 
single thing to cut in this proposal?

Rather than repeating what 
has already been said about how 
they spent the money from the 
110% rate increase of 2014, I 
would focus on the alternatives.  
I received an email detail-
ing what happened in Alabama 
after a quadrupling of water and 
sewer rates.  It is cheaper to rent 
a port-a-potty at $14 per month 
than paying the sewer bill. It is 
cheaper to buy bottled water to 
take a hand towel bath than pay-
ing your city water bill.

The American people are 
ingenious at finding practical 
solutions for economic priori-
ties.  Eventually it comes down 
to keeping the power on, hav-
ing enough money for food, or 
paying for running water and 
sewer.  Moving from one city to 
another in California is a losing 
battle with liberal losers running 
local governments everywhere.  
You keep electing them and you 
keep losing your freedom and 
disposable income.

Don’t believe that any of them 
care an iota for you despite what 
they say.  Actions speak louder 
than words.  Kicking the can 
down the road was never sug-
gested by those opposing the rate 
increase.  We simply want justi-
fication for doing projects at a 
high level when repairs and reha-
bilitation can be spread out over 
a more lengthy time.  Instead of 
pissing rate increases away on 
subsidizing administrative sal-
aries, try cutting expenses on 
every item. I was asked why I 
didn’t take care of these rehab 
or capital costs when I was on 
the council.  You didn’t elect me 
as mayor when I ran in 2012.  It 
was August of 2012 when three 
of us got rid of Solano Irrigation 
District.  You left it to others and 
you lost ... again.

So what do we do now?  
Almost 1200 protests were turned 
in and just under 1400 were 
needed.  Only 500 signatures 
are needed to do a referendum 
and place this rate increase on 
the ballot for a vote.  I will not 

be collecting signatures unless 
I rejoin the Solano County 
Taxpayers Association.  It is time 
for someone else to step up and 
do this work anyway.

I suggested a citizens com-
mittee to come up with a logical 
and sane rate increase to do spe-
cific projects.  The council would 
hate that as they would quickly 
be shown as the dummies they 
are.  This isn’t unsolvable at 
lower cost unless you either don’t 
understand or can’t think to find 
better ways beyond what has 
been offered.

The scenario I see occurring is 
lawns will disappear except at the 
homes of city employees who get 
their fat paychecks courtesy of 
the rest of us.  Another minority 
of citizens will be irrigating with 
water from their own personally 
paid for and constructed shallow 
water wells.

Many will put their homes up 
for sale and leave.  Water conser-
vation will force additional rate 
increases to pay off bonds we 
never should be issuing.  Rates 
for electricity will also rise and 
this will force more out.  We 
will see an increase in homeless-
ness as well as vacant houses.  
Fewer and fewer will pay more 
and more because costs won’t be 
reined in.

One final note on the idiocy 
that Cal Water users are subsi-
dizing city water users because 
of a general fund loan.  The gen-
eral fund is comprised of money 
from real estate and sales taxes.  
As this is a loan, it could have 
been made from any fund.  The 
argument that it won’t be paid 
back is moot because either the 
citizens finally elect some peo-
ple who will do real oversight and 
reduce costs or these same people 
will come up with a smaller rate 
increase to do some projects as 
well as repaying the loan.

This loan isn’t any group’s 
money.  Once it is commingled, it 
is the city’s.  As the city borrowed 
money from the South Parkway 
Boulevard overpass remittals to 
fund the Jack Hole, did those in 
the Pulte subdivision “subsidize” 
this project?  This is all a game 
where everyone loses by validat-
ing higher rates.

Cal Water is asking for another 
water rate increase.  The looney 
logic has been “if I have to pay 
these high rates, so should those 
in the city’s water district”.  It 
will be interesting to see who 
shows at the PUC meeting on 
Thursday at the council cham-
bers.  I am sure those who don’t 
live in the city’s district will tell 
the PUC they support the increase 
because they can find some city 
somewhere paying more than 
they are currently paying.

They will win and you, again, 
will lose.  Welcome to Dixon.  H

Wish I had a kid that had 
a California Junior hunting 
license because the Dixon 
Game and Conservation 
Club is offering chances for 
youngsters, with a minimum 
of effort, to enter a drawing 
to win a “Lifetime” hunting 
license through the California 
Department of Fish and 
Game.  In this day of enabled 
kids getting something for lit-
tle or no effort this soars right 
to the top for outdoorsy fam-
ilies. All the kid has to do is 
write a letter to the club telling 
why he or she likes hunting or 
the out-of-doors and get it to 
the club by January 31, either 
by mail or it can be dropped 
off at the club house at 250 
West Mayes Street, Dixon, CA 
95620. The only qualification 
is that the person be 18 years 
old or younger and possess 
a California Junior Hunting 
License or proof of the com-
pletion of the state mandated 
hunter safety course.

Several of the lifetime 
licenses will be given away by 
drawing at the club’s annual 
crab feed which will be held 
February 2, 2019. They are 
available to any resident of 
California showing proof of 
completion of hunter edu-
cation training. Lifetime 
hunting licensees receive an 
annual hunting license each 
year for life. These are valu-
able prizes available to junior 
hunters with the club paying 
$899.25 for youngsters’ ages 

10 through 18 and $550 for 
ages 9 and under.

A certain age group will 
remember going on “snipe 
hunts” paper bags and all, 
and then being lead to believe 
there was no such thing. Sorry 
to disillusion you but snipes 
are real (unlike the plural of 
the word I just used) and are 
among the best eating of all 
game birds. They are little and 
very fast and are incapable of 
flying in a straight line and the 
limit is a generous 7 per day 
(yeah, right!). You think you 
are a decent duck or pheas-
ant shooter, clay or trap, then 
try snipe hunting and you may 
find out you ain’t all that great 
of a shot. They can make the 
best trap shooter look bad. It’s 
a good sport when duck hunt-
ing sucks, as it does now, and 
provides another table fare 
which can’t be bought, and 
is a delicate tasting dark meat 
which is made for the bar-
b-cue. The season ends next 
week and any pasture land 
with cattle and wet ground 
will probably hold a cadre 
of these little missiles if you 
want to try your luck.

City Council Story Delayed 
another week. Elected officials 
must be too busy to explain?

I’ve been trying to put 
together a news story on the 
city council’s recent curious 
vote to award the highest bid-
der an annual contract worth 
thousands of dollars. This 
city has always had a given 

bidder preference to any 
locally owned and operated 
business and a veteran’s pref-
erence too. This council, as 
it did last year, awarded the 
newspaper legal advertising 
bid to the highest bidder, the 
Dixon Tribune even though 
its overall circulation is only a 
fraction of this paper’s and is 
owned by a guy in Vallejo. The 
vote was 4-1 with new council 
member Ernest immediately 
showing how his votes will 
apparently go. His vote was 
apparently made going with 
personal feelings instead of a 
good business decision based 
on a low bid. The vote was4-1 
with only the junior member 
going in favor of the tax pay-
ers. Neither the city manager 
nor city attorney advised the 
council to go with the low bid; 
I’ve asked them why?

Working on this story I 
have communicated with all 
seven giving them the oppor-
tunity to explain their vote or 
action and gave them a week 
to respond. Now going into 
the second week I will run the 
story next week. I told them 
I would run their answers 
unedited and if they refused 
to respond I would put it just 
that way. There are those 
who think your elected offi-
cials need to explain why they 
would ignore a savings for the 
taxpayers and go for a higher 
priced bid with less copies on 
the streets. Look for story next 
week. H

... More Things for Thought!
*The wife as she's going 

out asked "Can you pick up 
the house?".... Me, strapping 
on a back brace, "I can try!"

*My granddaughter found 
a Disney Marathon on televi-
sion this morning and I found 
Grey Goose in the freezer... 
life is all about balance.

*People just don't talk 
enough about clams... and 
frankly, I’m steamed about it.

*Waiter: you may choose 
between six chocolate des-
serts or carrot cake... me: the 
six chocolate desserts, please.

*Your fingers have finger-
tips but your toes don't have 
toetips... so why can you tip-
toe but yet not tipfinger? 

*My daughter-in-law talks 
to her houseplants all the time 
and they're thriving... she just 
got offered a part-time job at a 
marijuana grow-house.

*Without women, men 
would die of starvation.... and 
yet never know why.

*We ordered the table-side 
guacamole and I can't wait 

to see which side of the table 
they put it on.......I hope it's 
the top.

*Ironically, right before she 
passed away my mother's last 
purchase at Bed, Bath, and 
Beyond.... was curtains.

*Sometimes I look at my 
adorable, playful cat and 
think... “If I were only 4 
inches tall she'd rip me limb 
from limb just for sport."

 *Well, that's the last time I 
put cocktail sauce in my cock-
tail.... glad I still have the 
receipt.

*Like my wife always tells 
me just because I’ve never 
seen it before and have no 
idea how to use it... doesn't 
mean I wasn't the one that lost 
it.

*When kids who reside in 
Beverly Hills do something 
bad... they're told they will be 
avocado toast when they get 
home.

*A childhood of watch-
ing cartoons taught me many 
things... not the least of which 

is that the secret to never 
aging is wearing the same 
clothes every day.

 *I've decided to get more 
fruits and vegetables into my 
diet... corn chips, salsa and 
margaritas should do it.

*If you enjoyed the time 
you supposedly wasted.... did 
you really waste it?  

*I told my niece the bour-
bon I was drinking was apple 
juice... now she thinks 2 or 
3 glasses of apple juice will 
make you sing "Walk like a 
Man" into a fork.

*I'm just one hit away from 
being a one-hit wonder.  

*"Well, what's your favorite 
book?” he asked, attempting 
to make intelligent conversa-
tion.  "Oh, I love '1984',"she 
replied... "OK, but just choose 
one."

*It's amazing how many 
people can hit pine trees and 
then just drive along with 
them hanging onto the roof of 
their car..........just like nothing 
happened. H
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Book Jacket:
 Echo Alkaev’s safe and 

carefully structured world 
falls apart after her father 
leaves for the city and 
mysteriously disappears. 
Believing he is lost for-
ever, Echo is shocked to 
find him half-frozen in the 
winter forest six months 
later, guarded by a strange 
talking wolf—the same 
creature who attacked her 
as a child. The wolf pres-
ents Echo with an offer: 
for her to come and live 
with him for a year. But 
there is more to the wolf 
than Echo realizes.

In his enchanted house 
beneath a mountain, Echo 
discovers centuries-old 
secrets, a magical library 
full of books-turned-mir-
rors, and a young man 
named Hal who is trapped 
inside of them. As the year 
ticks by, Echo must solve 
the mystery of the wolf’s 
enchantment before her 
time is up—otherwise 
Echo, the wolf, and Hal 
will be lost forever

Review:   From the 
beginning, it was only 
Echo and her father. Their 
life was quaint, but happy 
and filled with books. 
Until her life was shat-
tered by the simple, fast, 
act of a white wolf, scar-
ring her forever. However, 
Echo was strong, refusing 
to succumb to a life to be 
hidden behind scars. Yet, 
fate would have its hand in 
Echo’s life again, this time 
in the form of a cruel step-
mother, and a father that 
will do anything to please 
her.  When her father goes 
missing, Echo knows she 

must sacrifice everything 
to look for him, throwing 
her directly into the path 
of the white wolf. This 
time, when Echo encoun-
ters the white wolf, he 
speaks, presenting her 
with a trade that will spare 
her father’s life.

In a moment of unyield-
ing love and sacrifice, 
Echo follows the white 
wolf to his enchanted pal-
ace, ruled by the Wolf 
Queen. Hidden within the 
walls of the palace are 
the most amazing rooms 
filled with secrets and 
magic. The most magical 
of all is the library, where 
books are mirrors trans-
porting the reader into the 
story. The mirrored sto-
ries are the only escape for 
Echo, where she happens 
upon, Hal who has spent 
centuries trapped within 
the stories.  As the year 
comes to a close, Echo 
finds herself struggling to 
keep the magical enchant-
ments of the palace from 

unraveling, as each of the 
rooms mysteriously dis-
appear.  Now it is up to 
Echo, to try and solve the 
Wolf Queen’s powerful 
hold on the wolf, in order 
to release him and Hal 
from their curse. However, 
everything is not as it 
seems, and Echo is left 
with defining how far she 
will sacrifice for love. 

Wicked snow queens, 
white wolves, magical 
enchantments, and fight-
ing for true love, this is 
a story you call fall into.  
Like a collection of fai-
rytales scattered in the 
wind and put together like 
pieces of a puzzle, Echo 
North is a truly enchant-
ing and magical read. With 
strong, valiant characters, 
hidden behind their scars, 
each one brings their own 
beauty to the pages.

Joanna Ruth Meyer 
takes readers into a world 
all of her own, into a 
cursed house filled with 
an agenda, and a wicked 
queen who plays by her 
own sets of rules. With 
a strong, bold, coura-
geous girl the heroine of 
the story, her fierce heart 
teaches readers that love is 
our most powerful magic. 
A book where readers need 
to look past the story that 
is being presented, but into 
the beauty of the surround-
ing story, Joanna Ruth 
Meyer will hold you within 
her own enchantment that 
blends Russian, Norwegian 
and Scottish folklore, and 
classic fairytales; where 
the echo of this book’s 
magical roots will surpass 
the last page.  H

A Film and TV 
Review by Tim Riley

“GLASS” 
Rated PG

Writer and director M. Night 
Shyamalan might be a polariz-
ing filmmaker in that his body 
of work engenders a range of 
emotions, pro and con.  “Glass” 
is certain to draw mixed reac-
tions from audiences to prove 
the point.

The hardcore fans of 
Shyamalan’s films will tout 
“Unbreakable” as one of his 
masterpieces, along with films 
like “The Sixth Sense” and 
“Signs.”  Those same folks are 
more likely all in for “Glass.”

Remembering 
“Unbreakable,” released almost 
two decades ago, is essen-
tial to understanding “Glass,” 
and the most recent “Split” fits 
into the equation as well.  Both 
previous films provide key char-
acters that complete an arguably 
botched trilogy.

Returning from the first film 
are Bruce Willis’ David Dunn, 
lone survivor of a train wreck, 
and Samuel L. Jackson’s Elijah 
Price, otherwise known as Mr. 
Glass given his brittle bones 
that shatter as easily as a porce-
lain dish.

In the present, David Dunn, 
who sells home security 
devices, roams the streets of 
Philadelphia as a vigilante fight-
ing crime.  He has an ability to 
divine a person’s criminal bent 
by merely brushing up against 
someone.  His supernatural 
power is backed up by physical 
attributes.

M e a n w h i l e ,  J a m e s 
McAvoy’s Kevin Wendell 
Crumb, established in “Split,” 
suffers from dissociative iden-
tity disorder.  The multiple 
identities that reside with him 
include The Beast, a fearsome 
creature that has imprisoned 
four teenage girls in an aban-
doned warehouse.

Wandering around in a 
hooded poncho, Dunn pur-
sues the superhuman figure of 
The Beast in a series of esca-
lating encounters that result in 
a fierce showdown that ends up 

with both men being captured 
and detained at the Raven Hill 
Psychiatric Hospital.

Confined like prisoners, they 
come under the forced care of 
Dr. Ellie Staple (Sarah Paulson), 
who specializes in treating a 
specific type of delusion of 
grandeur, namely people who 
believe they are comic-book 
characters.

Kevin Crumb is the most 
puzzling character because he 
has about two dozen personal-
ities, including a nine-year-old 
boy, a matronly British woman, 
and a sexual predator.

A long time patient of Raven 
Hill, Elijah Price now rests per-
manently in a wheelchair and is 
so heavily sedated that most of 
the time he just stares off into 
space, a shell of his former self.

Eventually, all three men are 
engaged in a battle of wills.  For 
his part, Price awakens from his 
stupor and engages his brilliant 
mind to wreak havoc on the 
hospital’s surveillance system 
to plot an escape.

As is his wont, Shyamalan 
contrives a scenario that focuses 
on the grand opening of the tall-
est new building in the City of 
Brotherly Love.  The ensuing 
climactic battle falls far short of 
expectations.

The best thing about “Glass” 
is McAvoy’s frenetic portrayal 
of a wildly unpredictable and 
frightening individual.  The rest 
of the film is a slog through a 
jumbled mess of disappoint-
ments.  “Glass” shatters upon 
closer scrutiny.

“THE PASSAGE”  
ON FOX NETWORK

An adaptation of the best-
selling trilogy by author Justin 
Cronin, “The Passage” focuses 
on Project Noah, a secret med-
ical facility in Colorado where 
scientists are experimenting 
with a dangerous virus that 
could lead to the cure for all 
diseases.

But, of course, we know that 
tinkering with hazardous medi-
cal procedures could have a bad 
outcome, particularly when the 
opening gambit is an expedi-
tion into the Bolivian highlands 
to find a man supposedly 250 

years old who turns out to be a 
vampire.

The most interesting thing 
about “The Passage” is the 
relationship that develops 
between 10-year-old Amy 
(Saniyya Sidney), an orphan 
chosen to be a test subject, and 
Federal agent Brad Wolgast 
(Mark-Paul Gosselaar), who is 
tasked with delivering her to 
Project Noah.

The tone of this series is 
set by Amy’s narration. In the 
early going she notes that she 
didn’t use to believe in mon-
sters but has changed her 
opinion.  Her declaration that 
this “is how the world ends” 
provides an emotional hook to 
get involved with the series.

On the trek from Memphis to 
Colorado, Agent Wolgast, trou-
bled by the death of his own 
daughter and the dissolution of 
his marriage, ditches the mis-
sion and becomes in essence 
Amy’s surrogate father.  

They both go on the lam, 
dodging shootouts and high-
speed car chases before seeking 
refuge at a Wisconsin farm-
house.  Their safety turns out to 
be very elusive during an inten-
sive manhunt.

Meanwhile, terrible things 
are happening at Project Noah 
where death row inmates have 
become guinea pigs in experi-
ments that are not working out 
as planned.  Dr. Fanning (Jamie 
McShane), infected in Bolivia, 
has become Patient Zero.

Fanning and other test 
subjects, including Shauna 
Babcock (Brianne Howey), 
manage to plant themselves 
into the nightmares of the proj-
ect’s staff, demonstrating a 
power beyond the typical vam-
pire neck bites.

While the lead researcher, 
Dr. Jonas Lear (Henry Ian 
Cusick), begins to harbor eth-
ical doubts and others get 
queasy, internal conflicts that 
could get interesting loom on 
the horizon.

The best reason to watch 
“The Passage” is the chemistry 
between Saniyya Sidney and 
Mark-Paul Gosselaar.  We 
root for their survival. H

For the Love of Books

Book Review & Special Events Editor
Email: amy-shane@att.net

Instagram: amy_fortheloveofbook

By Amy Shane

Echo North
by Joanna Ruth Meyer

“GLASS” SHATTERS INTO JUMBLED MESS; 
“THE PASSAGE” ON TV

Riley Reviews

♦ Publisher: Page Street Kids
♦ Hardcover, 400 pages 
♦ Intended audience:
   Young Adult  
♦ Rating:  ♥♥♥♥♥

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • SUPERBOWL
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Hose hue
5. Flower precursor
8. Gershwin brother
11. Scottish valley
12. After hedge or mutual
13. Headquartered
15. *Cleats, helmet, pads
16. Hip bones
17. Road-tripping guide
18. *Hometown of first Super 
Bowl winner
20. Big Bang’s original matter
21. Be
22. Bygone bird
23. *Last year’s Super Bowl 
champions
26. Came around the corner
30. 100%
31. Donate, 2 words
34. Salty drop
35. #50 Down, pl.
37. Mythical giant bird
38. Latin dance
39. A famous Amos
40. Packing a punch
42. In the know
43. Relating to River Styx
45. Sodium ____, or NaI
47. Needlefish
48. Beta’s follower
50. Phishing attack
52. *NFL Trophy name
55. Completely or exactly
56. Adam and Eve’s son
57. U, on the road
59. Casts a ballot
60. Barn top?
61. Do like exhaust pipe
62. *2019 Super Bowl broad-
casting network
63. Tally
64. *Player’s 40, e.g.

DOWN
1. Bird-to-be
2. Horsefly
3. Infantry’s last rows
4. Unwind
5. Precursor to #5 Across, pl.

6. Uniate church member
7. June 6, 1944
8. Small island
9. Paper unit
10. *As entertaining as Super Bowl 
game?
12. Last line to cross
13. Louisiana swamp
14. *Home of Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium
19. *Goodell and such
22. “My” in French
23. Sunrise side, pl.
24. Give out
25. 1989 Civil War drama
26. *Player with most Super Bowl 
points scored
27. Capital territory of India
28. Alleviated
29. Window treatment
32. *Grid____
33. Leprechaun’s gold holder
36. *Popular Super Bowl nickname
38. Pore in a leaf
40. Even ____ in golf
41. Jack be that!
44. Poetic feet
46. Flitted

48. Spoil
49. Change the Constitution
50. No neatnik
51. Butcher’s piece, pl.
52. Mount Veniaminof output
53. Russian governmental agency
54. Pupil controller
55. Pipe material
58. Indefinite degree

For Solutions See Page 6

For Solutions See Page 6
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SERVICES

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
DIXON POLICE LOG

Monday, January 14, 2019 
0100 On view tra�  c accident in the 700 block of West H Street resulted in the arrest of John Green (33) of Dixon for driving under the in� uence of 
alcohol. He was later cited and released to a sober friend.
0400 Suspicious vehicle check in the 1400 block of Ary Lane resulted in the recovery of a GMC Yukon stolen out of  Montana. 
0640 Stolen vehicle reported in the 100 block of Bloom Drive.
0757 Theft from a vehicle in the 1000 block of Business Park Drive. 
1218 Burglary reported in the 700 block of North Adams Street. 
1359 Agency assist for Child Welfare Service in the 1000 block of Justin Way
1359 During the above agency assist Edgar Bojorquez-Gastelum (62), of Dixon, was contacted and found to have 3 misdemeanor warrants out of 
Solano County for Failure to Appear. He was cited and released from the PD.
1527 Missing person reported in the lobby of the Police Department. 
1500 Shoplifting reported in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive. Adam Brockwood (43), of Vacaville, was placed under arrest by LP. He was cited 
and released for Shoplifting, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Probation Violation. 
1614 Reckless driver reported in the 2200 block of Folsom Fair Circle. Francisivan Mallari (21), of Dixon, was cited and released for Reckless Driving. 
1641 Vandalism reported in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.
1906 Burglary reported in the 400 block of Ellesmere Drive.
2019 Burglary reported in the 2000 block of North 1st Street.
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
0225 Suspicious vehicle check near the area of Sievers Road and Pedrick road resulted in the arrest of Jaizaah Anthony (38) of Santa Rosa and 
Kaggin Glass (24) of Roseville for outstanding narcotics warrants. They were both taken to county jail.
0811 Agency assist with Dixon Fire Department in the 200 block of East D Street.  
0809 Attempt burglary reported in the 2000 block of North 1st Street. 
1125 Fraud reported in the 300 block of Vasquez Court.    
2115 Vehicle burglary reported in the 100 block of Dorset Drive.  
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
1633  Abandoned vehicle reported in the 200 block of West Cherry.  
2000 Non- Injury tra�  c collision in the intersection of Pitt School Road and Ary Ln. 98.6 Thorburn, Cruz.
Thursday, January 17, 2019  
0228 Domestic Violence 1200 block Columbia Drive. S-Udaypal Singh (39) of Dixon was placed under arrest for domestic violence and transported 
to the Solano County Jail.  
0851 Robbery reported in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive.  
1002 Abandoned vehicle 1800 block of Marguerite Drive. A green 1992 Toyota Corolla was towed.    
1330 Found property at the PD which was ultimately reunited with its owner. 
1700 Intoxicated driver 100 block West B Street. Brittany Hernandez (24) of Antioch was arrested for DUI and was booked into the Solano County Jail.  
2247 Dispute reported 500 block West D Street North. Melissa Holdener (53) of Dixon was arrested for domestic battery and booked into the 
Solano County Jail.  
2250 Hit and Run report 1400 block Ary Lane.  
Friday, January 18, 2019 
0032 Death investigation 600 block South Almond Street. 
1500 Vandalism 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.
1700 Vandalism 600 block of West D Street South.
1830 Suspicious Circumstances via telephone.
Saturday, January 19, 2019 
0104 Disorderly subject 1400 block Ary Lane. Jack Catanese (59) of Redding was arrested for public intoxication and booked into the Solano County Jail.  
0149 Tra�  c Stop 100 block East C Street. Arianna Ernst (22) of Dixon was arrested for an outstanding bench warrant and booked into the Solano 
County Jail.  
1028 Vehicle tow in the 600 block of North Almond Street.
1320 Grand Theft reported in the 600 block of Wiegand Way. 
1345 Vandalism in the 1300 block of Stratford Avenue.  
1830 Warrant Service 600 block Martin Court. Erica Price was cited and released on an outstanding bench warrant.  
2230 Tra�  c Stop North First Street at East Dorset Drive. Kenneth Hoover (23) of Fair� eld was cited and released for displaying false registration.  
Sunday, January 20, 2019 
0827 Suspicious person Pitt School Road and I80. Chelsi Colter (27), Transient, was arrested for Possession of Stolen Property, Carrying a concealed Dirk/
Dagger, Possession of Methamphetamine, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Probation Violation. She was transported to the Solano County Jail. 
1027 Vehicle vandalism reported in the 400 block of South Adams Street. 
1032 Burglary reported in the 8500 block of Pedrick Road. Multiple tools and equipment were taken. 
1039 Court order violation reported in the 100 block of Pegord. 
1415 Theft reported in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive. Jason Wade (36), of Transient, was placed under arrest by loss prevention for 
Shoplifting. He was also arrested for Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Probation Violation. He was transported to the Solano County Jail.  

1810 Vehicle burglary reported in the600 block of Hansen Court

January 18, 2019  (Cont.)
1735 Medical Aid WB-80 @ Meridian Rd
1751 Medical Aid 420 Ellesmere Dr. #82
1922 Medical Aid 7230 Leisure Town Dr.
2151 Medical Aid 193 Heritage Ln #314R

January 19, 2019
0049 Medical Aid 261 So. Jefferson St
0848 Vehicle Accident WB-80 Pitt School Rd
1248 Medical Aid 158 No. First St
1401 Medical 1395 N. Lincoln #318
1455 Medical Alarm 610 N Adams

January 20, 2019
1301 Medical Aid 261 S. Jefferson St
1518 Electrical Problem Weber Rd. @ Pitt School Rd
1920 Medical Alarm 1395 N. Lincoln St #318
1943 Fire Alarm 7200 Radio Station Rd
1951 Medical Aid 4823 Midway Rd
2059 Medical Aid 300 South 7 th

January 21, 2019
0032 Lift Assist 1395 North Lincoln
0245 Medical Aid 8665 Pedrick Rd
0450 Medical Aid 261 S. Jefferson
1026 Medical 1000 Vaughn Rd
1652 Medical 880 Alexander Dr.
1904 Medical 2120 Mariposa
1916 Public Assist 461 Ellesmere
2351 Medical 4985 Midway

January 22, 2019
0001 Medical 7750 Loche Rd
0026 Medical 5202 Winding Way
0358 Public Assist 715 Wintun Ct
0638 Fire Alarm 940 Griffith
0718 Medical 8020 Meridian
1338 Medical 555 College Way
1827 Medical Arg Ln / Market Ln
2031 Medical 1565 Hannah Ct.

January 23, 2019
0140 Medical 415 415 McKenzie

DIXON FIRE LOG
The Dixon Fire Department's mission is to proudly 

serve, protect, and enhance the safety of the 
community and our citizens.

January 14, 2019
0143 Medical 193 Heritage Ln
0811 Fire Alarm 241 West A
1409 Illegal Control Burn Winters Rd/ Putah Creek
1807 Medical 1925 Folsom Fair Ct
1856 MA SF Vacaville
1917 Public Assist 1325 West H
2100 Lift Assist 575 South Jefferson
2309 Traffic accident E80/ Kidwell

January 15, 2019
0710 Lift assist 211 East D #513
0721 Non-Inj MVA Pitt School @Midway
0813 Medical 211 East D #311
0825 Fire Alarm 8380 Pitt School Rd
0855 MVA W80 / Dixon Ave
0935 Medical Aid 575 So Jefferson St
1230 Mutual Aid 1253 Alderwood Way
1327 Medical Aid 406 La Esperanza Dr.
1442 Lift Assist 193 Heritage Ln #314R
1622 Medical 125 N Lincoln #6

January 16, 2019
0150 Medical Aid 1550 Valley Glenn Dr. #315
0943 Auto- Aid Traffic Accident E80@ NB113
1019 Medical Alarm 1350 West H St Unit B
1243 Medical Alarm 930 Weyand Way
1300 Auto traffic Accident E80/@ Meridian
1941 Medical 711 East D St #413

January 17, 2019
0111 Vehicle Accident E80/Old Davis
1803 Medical Aid 575 South Jefferson
2149 Medical Aid 4985 Midway Rd #30

January 18, 2019
0050 Medical Aid 635 South Almond
0727 Medical Aid 775 Evans Road
0927 Medical Aid 455 W Chestnut St #51
1434 Medical Aid 131 West A St
1505 Medical Aid 880 Alexander Dr.
1507 Medical Aid 7936 Maverick Ln

53-C Commerce Place, Vacaville

Vacaville Glass
Family Owned

Serving the Community for over 40 years
Complete Glass Service

Finest in Vinyl Windows • Custom Shower Doors
 Screens & Security Doors

(707) 448-6492

(530) 662-0295
1122 Pendegast Street • Woodland

culliganwoodland.com

FREE ESTIMATES

A-1 GARDENING
FULL SERVICE

• Mowing • Trimming • Clean-Up
• Edging • Weeding • Haul Trash

(530) 304-2534

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

jakesplumbingandrooter.com
707-249-6159

Lic. #913295

Energy Efficient Tankless 
Water Heaters

Water Treatment Units

• Water Heaters
• Remodels
• General Plumbing
• Emergency Repairs

Discounts for Military & Seniors

FREE ESTIMATES

S&Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

 Lic #825681

GREG’S ROTOTILLING
AND LANDSCAPING 

All Phases of Landscape, Construction & Repair

Small Tractor Work | Grading | Mowing

(707) 480-3809

Since 1986

Commercial & Residential
Real Estate

Property Management

Roth & Miller Realty
Call Dave at

DRE# 00580170
707-446-1211

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

OVARIAN CANCER | TALCUM POWDER
Have you or a loved one suffered from Ovarian Cancer or 
other health issues and used talcum powder?
Contact us about your legal rights before it’s too late. You 
may be entitled to money damages!!!

888-568-4115
Call now or contact us online at: 

www.ovariancancercase.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. Darryl 
Mitchell & Associates PLLC is licensed to practice law in Florida and is located in Boca Raton. Your case may 
be referred to our network of attorneys. 

will be responsible for 
meeting the total water 
use objective for their 
service area, not individ-
ual residents. Residents 
can do their part to help 
their service providers 
meet the objective.”

The State may take 
enforcement action if the 
total water use objective 
is not met. This includes 
the aggregated indoor, 
outdoor, and CII dedi-
cated landscape meter 
objective, not just the 
aggregated indoor total 
water use.

So, what will be the 
impact of the two new 
bills be on Dixon resi-
dents? Surveys conducted 
by DWR and California 
Water Service show that, 
over the past five years, 
Dixon residents have met 
the conservation goal 
and reduced the number 
of gallons of water use 
by 35% below the 2020 
target. In 2017 the cur-
rent per capita use was 
105 gallons (indoor and 

outdoor) compared to 
a target use of 161 gal-
lons per capita. Dixon 
Cal Water users are 
doing a great job and 
should be able to meet 
the new goals. The reduc-
tion came about through 
public education and 
incentive programs. Most 
California households are 
currently using less water 
indoors than the 2025 
standard.

Standards for outdoor 
water use will be estab-
lished by 2022 by the 
State Water Resources 
Control Board. Outdoor 
water use varies greatly 
from area to  area, 
depending on individual 
landscaping choices and 
local climate. Outdoor 
water use standards will 
be established for each 
community to maintain 
existing landscapes and 
provide allowances for 
new development.

This article only provides 
a brief overview of the two 
bills and impacts. H

What Do the New Water Laws 
Mean to Dixon Residents?

Continued from  page 1
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By Ted Hickman

IV. Publisher suffers stroke but doing ok.
This newspaper’s publisher, Dave 

Scholl, 71, had a stroke on January 5, 
2019 and remembered one of the articles I 
wrote on the subject when I had one about 
a year and a half ago. He recognized the 
symptoms, got himself to the hospital in 
pretty quick order and perhaps avoided a 
more serious, damaging and permanent 
outcome. This isn’t the first person that 
paid attention to those articles and made 
spouses, parents, grandparents or friends 
and neighbors aware of the symptoms…
and what to do. 

Dave, of course didn’t follow the 
instructions exactly, and was apparently 
lucky with the relatively light outcome/
damage. The instruction is to call 911 
and request an ambulance and get the 
“save your life” (and brain cells) pro-
cess started. By doing that the hospital 
is alerted and equipment can be made 
ready and waiting for your arrival and the 
ambulance crew can start you on critical 
medications in your IV as you are being 
transported. 

Dave didn’t do this, He was lucky. He 
had his wife drive him to the hospital 
and they arrived in fairly short order and 
he was lucky he hadn’t become worse in 
route or he could have arrived in really 
bad shape minus many things from more 
of his marbles, up to, an including, his life. 
But that was Dave. He’s not known for 
being at the top of the class for listening. 
His prognosis this week from the neurolo-
gist was “good” saying he has an excellent 
chance of full recovery and added it was 
a good thing he got to the hospital on his 
own in less than an hour, which enabled 
the meds to take affect and prevent further 
damage.

That was/is Dave. This is for you and 
yours: Read and remember this article, one 
of many I’ve written on the subject since 
my personal experience on my first wife 
Linda’s birthday in May of 2017.

First clip out the little reminder chart 
(at the top of the story) or take a screen 
shot, or whatever, just keep the informa-
tion where it is readily available. Secondly 
make your family, your parents, grandpar-
ents and neighbors aware of the warning 
signs and what to do; it isn’t tough. If 
you THINK someone is having a stroke, 
call 911, get an ambulance and get them 
to the hospital. You may just save (or at 

least prolonged) a life. Many times the 
victim will deny any “serious” problem 
as in my case I thought I had a concus-
sion from getting out of bed to quickly and 
ramming my head into the wall. I thought 
I just tripped and wrote off everything else 
that happened to banging my head. It was 
a consensus later by doctors the stroke 
caused me to lose my balance a fall for-
ward into the wall. The amazing thing is 
that with a stroke there can be no pain or 
discomfort; or there can be like a terrible 
migraine headache. There is no pattern 
and no two are exactly alike. So, you don’t 
take chances, you think someone is hav-
ing, or had a stroke get them to the proper 
place and people ASAP. A delay can have 
really bad consequences.

Dave simply was at the keyboard and 
became dyslexic in between key strokes. I 
didn’t suffer from that problem until later 
when I went from typing about 100 words 
a minute to like maybe a short sentence, 
if was lucky, and that was with a dozen 
errors. Typing is still a big chore for me 
and takes a lot of effort.

To uncomplicate this complicated matter 
look at it simplistically. Think of a stroke 
as a “brain attack”. Same thing as a heart 
attack, kind of. A microscopic piece of 
plaque slips through your system, blocks 
blood flow and ends up in the brain essen-
tially killing whatever part of the brain it 
decides to park in. With a heart attack the 
plaque can go to into the heart, clog an 

artery and can cause a great deal of pain 
and kill you. With my stroke I felt no pain, 
had no obvious outward sign, no paralysis. 
Instead I just lost my “fine motor skills” 
and couldn’t tie my shoes, button my shirt 
or type more than dozen words a minute 
without a lot of mistakes. 

I got most of my stuff back in fairly 
short order although I still can’t tie a fish-
erman’s knot and sometimes dressing and 
eating is a chore. You’ll never get back 
what you’ve lost from the dead part of 
your brain. It can’t heal itself and med’s 
won’t help. BUT, the brain has a remark-
able way of re-wiring and re-routing  so 
you can again learn how to tune into 
muscle memory and with practice and per-
sistent dedication much of what you had 
you can have again with the help of phys-
ical therapy.

My final advice? Stroke; don’t have on, 
but if you do take appropriate immediate 
action, call 911 and make the best of the 
situation because you only have one other 
option. And send this column to everyone 
you care about.  H

Strokes happen every day all the time, 
Do you know how to spot one and what to do?

Keep your Medicare 
costs down

By Greg Dill

Most  doctors  accept 
Medicare as full payment 
for their services. But some 
accept it only for certain ser-
vices, and others don’t accept 
it at all.

What does this mean for 
you?

If you have Original 
Medicare, it means you should 
try to use doctors, hospitals, 
medical equipment suppliers, 
and other healthcare provid-
ers that participate or “accept 
assignment” in Medicare. 
Such providers have signed 
agreements to take Medicare 
as payment in full for their 
services.

If your doctor or other pro-
vider accepts assignment:
• Your out-of-pocket costs 

may be less.
• The  provider  agrees 

to charge you only the 
Medicare deductible and 
coinsurance amount, and 
usually waits for Medicare 
to pay its share before ask-
ing you to pay your share.

• The provider has to sub-
mit your claim directly to 
Medicare and can't charge 
you for submitting the 
claim.
Some doctors and other 

providers haven't signed an 
agreement to accept assign-
ment for all Medicare-covered 
services, but they can still 
choose to accept assignment 
for some services. These 
providers are called "non-par-
ticipating" providers.

If your doctor or other 
provider doesn' t  accept 

assignment:
• You may have to pay the 

entire bill at the time of 
service. Your provider 
is supposed to submit a 
claim to Medicare for any 
Medicare-covered services 
they provide to you.

• The provider can't charge 
you for submitting a claim. 
If they don't submit the 
Medicare claim once you 
ask them to, call 1 800 
MEDICARE.

• In some cases, you might 
have to submit your own 
claim to Medicare using 
Form CMS-1490S to get 
paid back.

• T h e  p r o v i d e r  c a n 
charge you more than 
the Medicare-approved 
amount, but there's a limit. 
Non-participating pro-
viders are paid 95% of 
the Medicare-approved 
amount. They can only 
charge you up to 15% over 
the amount that non-partici-
pating providers are paid.
The 15 percent limit applies 

only to certain Medicare-
covered services and doesn't 
apply to some medical sup-
plies and durable medical 
equipment.

Some doctors and other 
providers don’t want to enroll 
in the Medicare program at 
all. You can still visit these 
“opt out” providers, but they 
must enter into a private con-
tract with you (unless you’re 
in need of emergency or 
urgently needed care).

A private contract is a writ-
ten agreement between you 
and a doctor or other pro-
vider who has decided not to 
provide services to anyone 
through Medicare. The pri-
vate contract only applies to 
services you get from the pro-
vider who asked you to sign it.

If you sign a private con-
tract with an opt-out doctor or 
other provider, keep in mind 
that Medicare won't pay any 
amount for the services you 
get from that provider, even 

Medicare-covered services.
• You'll have to pay the 

full amount this provider 
charges you. You and your 
provider will set up your 
own payment terms through 
the contract.

• If you have a Medicare 
Supplement Insurance 
(Medigap) policy, it won't 
pay anything for the ser-
vices you get. Call your 
insurance company before 
you get the service if you 
have questions.

• Your provider must tell 
you if Medicare would pay 
for the service if you got it 
from another provider who 
accepts Medicare.

• Your provider must tell 
you if he or she has been 
excluded from Medicare.

• You can't be asked to sign 
a private contract for emer-
gency or urgent care.

• You're always free to get 
services not covered by 
Medicare if you choose to 
pay for them yourself.
You don't have to sign a pri-

vate contract. You can always 
go to another provider who 
participates (accepts assign-
ment) in Medicare.

Be sure to ask your phy-
sician or other provider if 
they are participating, non-
participating, or opt-out. 
You can also check by call-
ing 1-800-MEDICARE or by 
using Medicare’s Physician 
Compare tool on www.medi-
care.gov.

You may want to contact 
your State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP) 
to get free help before sign-
ing a private contract with 
any doctor or other health care 
provider.

Greg Dill is Medicare’s 
regional administrator for 
Arizona, California, Nevada, 
Hawaii, and the Pacific 
Territories. You can always 
get answers to your Medicare 
q u e s t i o n s  b y  c a l l i n g 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227). H
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By Loren Hoffmanm 
and Shirley Humphrey 

I don’t know how many 
of you remember “Sea 
Hunt” with Lloyd Bridges 
from the 1960’s, but if 
there are a few of you 
that can remember that far 
back you will understand 
my aversion to scuba div-
ing. I have clear memories 
of Lloyd Bridges on many 
occasions coming face-
to-face with Moray Eels 
which would attach them-
selves to his thigh with 
their sharp, jagged teeth 
and not let go. Even when 
stabbed with a hunting 

knife that Lloyd wore in a 
scabbard around his waist, 
the Eels hung on. His knife 
may have been dull or they 
had really tough skin!!

My kids and grand-
kids have not viewed “Sea 
Hunt,” therefore, they are 
not timid about strapping 
on the oxygen tanks and 
going underwater 50 or 
so feet. On a recent trip, I 
stayed on the beach while 
everyone else took a dive.

They returned to shore 
to share what they had 
seen underwater which 
was a variety of colorful 
fish, an octopus, and sev-
eral Moray Eels. Their dive 

instructor taught us new 
lyrics to the old song sung 
by Dean Martin, “That’s 
Amore”. Here goes…” 
See that thing in the reef 
with the big shiny teeth, 
that’s A-Moray; When you 
put your hand in the crack 
and you don’t  get it back, 
That’s A- Moray”; “When 
you swim in the sea and 
an eel bites your knee, 
that’s A-Moray”; He can 
swim, he can glide, he will 
take a bite from your side, 
that’s A’Moray”; If he is 
big and he’s mean and he’s 
slimy and green, That’s 
A-Moray” Hope this song 
made you smile!  H

Scuba Diving Humor
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CENTRAL AUTO PARTS

Great Values on Quality
Parts, Tool and More

1205 N. First St. • Dixon

(707) 678-2309

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

Got a new bike for Christmas that's not working right?
We do minor adjustments and major tune-ups.

Affordable rates!
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:30 - 6:00PM • SATURDAY 9:30 - 3:00PM
539 N. Adams St., Dixon • (707) 678-4330

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP

Pam Young’s Corner

Make It Fun and It Will Get Done!
The Secret to Being Organized

City did not “comply with 
all procedural requirements 
of Article XIII D Section 
6 of the Constitution 
(Proposition 218). 

 “The process employed 
by the City Administration 
falls short of the minimum 
standards required by law,” 
the letter read.

It was pointed out that 
SCTA requested to receive 
the “label list” the city used 
to mail the Prop 218 Notice 
to the affected rate payers. 
This list has been provided 
to SCTA in the past. Instead 
of the interim city clerk 
providing this list he got the 
city attorney involved. 

At the cost to the City 
of over $2,000 by the City 
Attorney’s office, SCTA 
was provided several parcel 
lists each with a different 
number of parcels. Because 
of this it was impossi-
ble to accurately know the 
exact number of protests 
needed to stop the proposed 
increase. 

 On January 17th the 
city attorney notified the 
taxpayers that the 2,812 
number of parcels provided 
by the city clerk was incor-
rect. The new number is 
2,727, the majority protest 
will be 1,364 and that’s the 
number they used. 

Verifying the protests 
received the Taxpayers 
discovered that  more 
than 60 water custom-
ers were not included on 
the list provided by the 
City Attorney’s Office. 
Following on their discov-
ery Nolan said that “many 
persons whose parcels were 
NOT on the list emphati-
cally told us that they never 
received a Proposition 218 
Notice.” Prop 218 specif-
ically states “The parcels 
upon which a fee or charge 
is proposed for imposi-
tion shall be identified. The 
agency shall provide writ-
ten notice by mail of the 
proposed fee or charge to 
the record owners of each 
identified parcel upon 
which the fee or charge is 
proposed for imposition…”

Nolan also told the coun-
cil the interim city clerk 
advised ratepayers that 
third-party delivery of pro-
tests will not be accepted. 
This statement was reported 
and disseminated on social 
media sites, including 
"Dixon 411" and Facebook.  
T h i s  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
resulted in a significant 
amount of confusion among 
ratepayers; the City how-
ever, never attempted to 
broadly and thoroughly 
correct the inaccurate 

information. 
 The SCTA concluded its 

statements by exhorting the 
council to either extend the 
rate increase protest period 
by a few weeks, or restart 
the process due to all of 
the city-generated prob-
lems and misinformation. 
The SCTA shared that any 
such extension would be 
allowable by law and that 
it could provide additional 
time for the city to address 
ratepayer concerns.

However, after a short 
recess to count the protests 
the city clerk announced 
that not enough protests 
were received to stop the 
increase. Total number 
submitted was1,195 (830 
were submitted by SCTA.) 
105 Prop 218 Notices 
were returned by the Post 
Office as “undelivered.”  
The Taxpayers observed 
the counting of the pro-
tests. The City had already 
counted the protests and 
were placed in envelopes 
bundled by 50 with a rub-
ber band, however, the city 
clerk requested not to be 
asked any questions dur-
ing the counting process. 
Immediately thereafter 
the council unanimously 
approved the water rate 
increase which will take 
effect in April 2018.  H

Council Unanimously Approves 
Massive Water Rate Increase

Continued from page 1

How to Get Your Finances 
in Order for the New Year

By Evan Arnold-
Gordon, Golden 
Gate Better Business 
Bureau 

A new year can mean a 
new start when it comes 
to your finances. It can be 
easier said than done, but 
improving your finances 
and increasing your sav-
ings can go a long way 
for having a successful 
2019. 

Consumer debt is more 
prevalent than ever as 
it has grown every year 
since 2012 and reached 
a new high of $4 tril-
lion at the end of 2018. 
Furthermore, accord-
ing to the US Federal 
Reserve Center  for 
Microeconomic Data, 
“total household debt 
rose by $219 billion to 
reach $13.51 trillion 
in the third quarter of 
2018—an increase of 1.6 
percent.” It’s never too 
late to start turning your 
finances around and with 
the right help and advice, 
you can begin the path to 
financial freedom.

Get 2019 off to a pro-
ductive start by following 
these BBB tips on getting 
your finances organized: 

•Take a closer look at 
your credit cards. Credit 
cards are known for their 
high interest rates, and 
this can waste a lot of 
money over time. See 
if you can use a balance 
transfer offer to switch 
to a card with a lower 
rate. Do your research 
on bbb.org first; consum-
ers nationwide filed more 
than 11,500 complaints 

against credit card com-
panies in 2018. Make 
sure to read the terms 
and contract very care-
fully – there may be big 
penalties if you miss a 
payment. If you have 
multiple cards, decide 
which debt-paying strat-
egy suits you. Some 
experts recommend pay-
ing off cards with the 
highest interest rates 
first, but others recom-
mend paying off cards 
with the smallest bal-
ances first – figure out 
what works best for you. 
Additionally, try sending 
in payments through-
out the month. Put the $5 
you would have spent on 
a morning coffee towards 
your debt instead.

• Don’t waste money 
on unethical busi-
nesses or scams. When 
making a purchase or 
choosing a business, 
always check with 
BBB. Making care-
ful decisions now can 
save you time, money, 
and headaches later. 
Research all companies 
at bbb.org, and check 
BBB Scam Tracker 
regularly to see what 
scams are happening in 
your area. 

• Take advantage of 
free tools. There are 
many online tools that 
can help you manage 
and reduce your debt. 
A great place to start 
is the BBB Financial 
Building Blocks web-
s i te ,  which helps 
consumers evaluate 
their finances, learn 

how to stay debt-free, 
and protect themselves 
from scams and ille-
gal collection calls. 
Additionally, you can 
use the free and easy-
to-use debt solution 
tool to find options for 
managing your debt. 

• Star t  budget ing . 
Creating a written 
budget and tracking 
your spending is one 
of the best ways to 
save money and stop 
spending more than 
you earn. First, fig-
ure out how much debt 
you have; you need an 
accurate picture before 
you can figure out your 
budget. Note the dif-
ference between fixed 
expenses, needs, and 
wants. If you have 
debt, include repay-
ment goals in your 
budget. If you can, try 
to factor in retirement 
and emergency savings 
as well. Save money by 
giving up your morn-
ing coffee and cooking 
at home instead of get-
ting takeout. Factor in 
any alternate income 
that you can think of, 
like selling unused 
items or part-time work 
in the gig economy.

Remember to always 
report scams.  If you've 
been the target of a scam 
or suspect scam activ-
ity, report it to authorities 
and  BBB Scam Tracker  
to warn others. 

You can reach your 
BBB at info@bbbemail.
org or (510) 844-2000, 
or by visiting bbb.org  H

Close your eyes just for 
a sec and imagine taking 
a bite from a chilled, ripe, 
juicy watermelon? Imagine 
your mouth filled with the 
sweet juice as you chew the 
imaginary fruit? Did your 
mouth water as you ran the 
thought through that beau-
tiful mind of yours? If you 
swallowed, it’s physiolog-
ical proof that you have a 
great imagination and your 
body responded viscerally 
to the thought.

Think how powerful 
your imagination is! You 
can use this power to solve 
all kinds of problems, like 
this one, for an exam-
ple. Say you want to make 
Wiener Schnitzel and most 
recipes call for one inch 
thick, boneless pork loins 
to be flattened to a quar-
ter of an inch thick. What 
if you don’t have one of 
those wooden hammers 
you see in fancy kitchens? 
What could you use?

When I was confronted 
with this problem, I actu-
ally had one of those 
hammers, so I took one of 
the loins and started pound-
ing it to ¼ inch. At the time 
I was writing a cookbook 
(The Phony Gourmet) 
with my sister and I wanted 
to be able to tell my read-
ers correct times for my 
recipes, so I timed it—five 
minutes! If I’d continued 
the marathon pounding I 
would have had to say this 
particular dish (for four) 
would take 20 minutes of 
pounding time! Who has 
20 minutes to whack at a 
bunch of pork before ever 
starting the recipe?

I got quiet and asked 
myself, what can I use 
instead of this stupid 

decorator hammer? Five 
seconds later the answer 
came to me!

Use the car! Whoop 
whoop! I couldn’t wait to 
try it. I put a loin in a zip-
lock bag, put the bag under 
one of the back tires of my 
Ford (in front of the tire) 
and slowly rolled the car 
forward over the pork. 

SCHPLOTT! the piece 
of meat cut through the bag 
and sailed out behind the 
car into the street! I looked 
to see if the meddlesome 
neighbor had her nose on 
the window but her blinds 
were closed so I peeled 
the pork off the pavement 
and went in the house to 
consult with my imagina-
tion, this time with more 
information.  

I would need to find a 
way to keep the loin under 
the tire, but how? That’s 
when it occurred to me I 
could put the meat in a zip-
lock bag and wrap the bag 
in an old towel or rag. I 
found an old dishtowel in 
the rag bag and wrapped 
another victim up for the 
crunch. IT WORKED! The 
fabric kept the protein in 
place and the tire pressed 
that loin into a beautiful 
specimen for my Wiener 
Schnitzel.

Within minutes I real-
ized I could use the Ford in 
place of my Cuisinart for 
making crumbs, crushed 
nuts, and to tenderize any 
tough cut of meat.* So how 
do you use your imagina-
tion for helping you get 
organized?

As you begin making a 
meal, imagine what you’d 
like the kitchen to look 
like when you’re ready to 
sit down with your family 

to eat. Would you like the 
kitchen counters clear of 
all ingredients, and uten-
sils used for preparation? 
Would you like pots and 
pans to be soaking in a sink 
of hot sudsy water while 
you eat? Imagine it. Keep 
the vision in your head 
as you prepare the meal 
and watch what happens! 
You’ll sit down with your 
family leaving a neat and 
tidy kitchen just waiting 
for the family to bring their 
dirty dishes in to put in the 
dishwasher and ready to 
help wash the soaking pots 
and pans. 

*If considering this tip, 
use a mid-size car (no 
SUVs or Hummers) and 
make sure you don‘t have 
studded snow tires on the 
vehicle.

If you liked what I did 
with the pork, I think you’ll 
like The Phony Gourmet 
Cookbook (the recipe for 
that pork dish is called 
Weiner Schnitzel Michelin 
and it‘s in the book!). 
I’ve even got a clearance 
price and now this hard-
back book is just $5 (down 
from its original price of 
$15.00).
http://shop.club-
organized.com/
everything-is-5-phony

Happy Imagining,
For more from Pam 

Young go to www.clubor-
ganized.com. You’ll find 
many musings, videos of 
Pam in the kitchen prepar-
ing delicious meals, videos 
on how to get organized, 
lose weight and get your 
finances in order, all from 
a reformed SLOB’s point 
of view. Pam’s books are 
also available on Amazon.
 H

How to Use Your Imagination 
to Have a Clean Home
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CONVERSATIONS
By Loren Hoffmanm and Shirley Humphrey

SPRING SEASON 23

EuropEan  
MastErworks

A German Requiem | Johannes Brahms
Serenade in E Minor | Edward Elgar

Five Mystical Songs | ralph Vaughan williams

Carrie Hennessey, Soprano
Trevor Scheunemann, Baritone

Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – Pre-concert talk

Sacramento Community Center Theater 

Requiem for the Masses—with its German text and 
emphasis on consoling the living, Brahms’ decidedly non-
Latin Requiem was unlike anything that had come before it.

Elgar’s most favorite Serenade is a prelude to  
Vaughan Williams’ astonishing settings of poems  
of love and Resurrection. Projected  supertitle translations

Trevor Scheunemann

Carrie Hennessey

Light And FirE
LUX  The dawn from On High | Dan Forrest 

die Erste Walpurgisnacht |  Felix Mendelssohn

west Coast 

première

Joshua Dennis, Tenor
Matt Hanscom, Baritone

Also featuring Oksana Nebozhuk, Mezzo

Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – Pre-concert talk

Sacramento Community Center Theater

    SACRAMENTOCHORAL.COM CCT Box Office | 916.808.5181     

Donald Kendrick, Music Director

Solano Community College 
Governing Board Sworn In

Jennifer Aries, SCC

FAIRFIELD, CA (DIV) - Four 
members of the Solano 
Community College Board 
of Trustees were sworn in 
for new four-year terms at 
the board’s December 19, 
2018 meeting.

Returning to the Board 
are Area 2 (Vallejo) Trustee 
A. Marie Young, Area 
4 (Fairfield, Vacaville 
and Travis Air Force 
Base)  Trus tee  Denis 
Honeychurch, J.D. and 
Area 6 (Vacaville) Trustee 
Dr. Sarah Chapman.

Newly elected Trustee 
Karimah Karah also took 
her oath of office at the 
meeting. Representing Area 

1 (Vallejo west of Interstate 
80 and Mare Island), Karah 
won her race to earn a board 
position. She is replacing 
Pam Keith who had served 
since 1994 and declined to 
run for reelection.

At the meeting, Solano 
Community College Trustee 
Michael Martin adminis-
tered the oath of office to 
Karah. Fairfield-Suisun 
Unified School District 
Board Vice President Judi 
Honeychurch adminis-
tered the oath to Trustee 
Denis Honeychurch, who 
in turn administered the 
oath to Trustee Sarah 
Chapman, and Solano 
County Superintendent 
o f  S c h o o l s  L i s e t t e 

Estrella-Henderson admin-
istered the oath to A. Marie 
Young. Superintendent 
Estrella-Henderson is 
a graduate of Solano 
Community College and 
was a math student in one 
of Ms. Young’s classes. 

Terms for all four trust-
ees will end in 2022. Board 
meetings are held the first 
and third Wednesdays 
of each month, except in 
January and July, when the 
Board meets only on the 
third Wednesday. Meetings 
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Denis Honeychurch Board 
Room, Building 600, at 
Solano’s Fairfield campus, 
4000 Suisun Valley Road 
in Fairfield. H

Bottom Left: Denis Honeychurch and Judi Honeychurch. Bottom Right: A. Marie Young and 
Lisette Estrella-Henderson.

Bottom Left: Denis Honeychurch and Judi Honeychurch. Bottom Right: A. Marie Young and 
Lisette Estrella-Henderson.

Thank a Veteran

Happenings in the Area

Need Help in Filing your 2018 State 
and Federal Taxes?

Travis Credit Union at 1470 Ary Lane 
in Dixon will help residents complete their 
2018 Tax forms beginning on February 
4th through April 13th on Tuesdays and 
Wednesday from 10 am – 3 pm.

The tax filing fee is FREE for households 
with a 2018 Income of $55k or less.  Let 
someone else do work!

Card Making Workshop – 
Davis Senior Center

Tuesday, February 5, Valente Room.
The Davis Senior Center is offering a card 

making workshop on Tuesday, February 5 
from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. The workshop will 
be offered by Priscilla Ivler, center volun-
teer and avid card maker; she will teach how 
to make greeting cards using rubber stamps, 
ink, and paper. In this workshop, partici-
pants will create two cards to take home. 
Beginning and experienced card makers are 
welcome. Materials are provided with a $5 
fee paid to the instructor. Call 530/757-5696. 
Class size will be limited.

Chinese New Year 2019 - 
Year of the Pig

Chinese New Year is celebrated by more 
than 20% of the world and is the most 
important holiday in China. The New Year 
official begins on February 5th, 2019 and 
ends on February 19th with the Lantern 
Festival. There are many taboos during this 
period of time. Such as: Do not say words 
with negative connotations. i.e. death, sick, 
empty, pain , ghost, poor, break, kill, and 
etc. You will jinx yourself and your loved 
ones. Another is to not break glass or ceram-
ics because it will break your connection to 
prosperity and fortune. If you do, wrap the 
broken plate or bowl in red paper and toss 
it in the river or lake after the “New Year’ 
Also, during this time you are not to clean 
or sweep! You may sweep away good luck 
instead! Another Taboo is not to visit the 
wife’s family on New Year’s Day. It is okay 
to visit the wife’s family on the second day 
and bring a modest gift. One last thing…
you are suppose to give a New Year bless-
ing. But let the recipient get up from bed 
first. Otherwise, they will be bedridden for 
the entire year!

The Davis Senior Center will hold its 
annual Chinese New Year celebration on 
Friday, February 8 at 1:00 p.m. This celebra-
tion will include a Lion Dance performance, 
Tai Chi a Kung Fu demonstrations and 
refreshments. The program is coordinated 
with the center’s Chinese Culture Club. 
RSVP for this free, popular event.

Dixon Lions’ Club
BBQ Brisket Meal

Saturday, February 9th, 
Dixon Lion’s Club is holding a dinner 

“Drive Thru Scholarship Fundraiser” that 
will benefit Dixon High School students.  
Lion’s club members are infamous around 
Dixon for their outstanding bar-b-que skills. 
They will be lighting up their bar-b-ques 
and grilling beef brisket and andouille sau-
sage in the parking lot of Tractor Supply.on 
Saturday, February 9th. Along with the bris-
ket  and sausage the dinners include  potato 
salad, and bread all for a $15 per dinner 
donation. Ticket holders can pick up their 
dinners from 4:00 – 8:00 pm in the parking 
lot.  For tickets, call John McKinsey at 213-
819-2625 or Scott Smith, 516-806-7451

Solano County  
Home and Garden Show

Saturday and Sunday,  
February 9 & 10th
Dixon Fairgrounds

Do you need to get someone to replace 
your siding, roof, or install whole house fan? 
Does your backyard need some “spritzing 
up” and your front yard some “curb appeal?” 
A great place to get ideas and to find pro-
fessionals to do the job, visit the Home and 
Garden show that will be held in Dixon on 
February 9 & 10. From windows, to flooring, 
to organizing any space to be more user-
friendly attend the show and talk to those 
folks that can answer your questions.

There are activities for the entire family 
at the event including your pet which will 
receive a “complimentary” treat for com-
ing with you! Mark your calendar and more 
information will follow in the next few 
weeks.

Dixon Women’s Improvement Club
Scholarship Fund Raising  

Dinner at Bud’s
Monday, February 11,  5:00 – 8:00 pm

Tickets are available for the annual 
Scholarship Fundraising dinner that will be 
held on Monday, February 11th at Bud’s Pub 
& Grill at 100 South First Street. Tickets 
are a $25 donation to the Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club and a tip for Bud’s ser-
vice staff following your meal. Four entrees 
will be offered – Prime Rib or Tri-Tip, 
Salmon, Chicken, or a pasta/vegetarian dish, 
along with a house salad, garlic roasted red 
potatoes, bread, and coffee, tea, or soda.  
Dinners can be ordered to be PICKED UP 

or DELIVERED, for those that choose to 
dine in their own home. For tickets you can 
visit Dixon Florist & Gifts, Cyndee’s place, 
and B’s Gallery. Also, you can get tickets by 
contacting Treasurer, Mary Lou Batchelor at 
707-678-9317.

Valentine Wine Event
Tuesday, February 12, 5:30 to 7:00 pm
The Davis Senior Center is providing an 

evening of wine, food and conversation on 
Tuesday February 12. Center volunteers and 
wine buff Larry Chandler will talk a little 
about California wine and answer questions. 
Larry has been involved with wine for much 
of his career which includes running wine 
clubs, wine seminars, wine dinners, as well 
as talking about wine at every opportunity. 
$11 tickets for the food and entertainment 
are available at the front desk or by calling 
530-757-5696.  The Davis Sunset Rotary 
Club will sell wine by the glass.

Dixon Chamber of Commerce
Saturday, March 2, 5:00 to 9:30

Olde Vets Hall
“Back in Time” is the theme of the 2019 

Citizen of the Year and Business of the Year 
recognition dinner sponsored by the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce on March 2 at the 
Old Vets Hall. Applications for nominations 
of citizens and businesses will be available 
soon. Contact Carol Pruett at the Chamber 
office at 707-678-2650 for the forms and 
more information

Mark your calendar for this upcoming 
event. The Chamber is seeking table spon-
sorships. Tickets will be available soon.

Contentious Planning  
Commission Meeting

On last week’s Planning Commission 
meeting was an item listed as a Design 
Review (18-07) Conditional Use Permit (18-
08) and an Administrative Fence Review 
(18-01) which attracted a number of res-
idents in the area.  If you are interested in 
hearing the comments, you can go to the 
Planning Commission agenda and view the 
meeting: dixon.ca.granicus.com.

The Planning Commission was quite def-
erential to one speaker who spent around 
12 minutes talking about the neighbor-
hood situation as he saw it. His comments 
expressed his strong views, were slightly off 
topic at times, and some could be consid-
ered derogatory. No effort was made to limit 
the individual’s time though the community 
development director and attorney did whis-
per to the chair of the planning commission 
while the presenter was talking. 

Several residents expressed concern 
about the on-going situation involving the 
proposed project. Some residents were dis-
tressed because they invested their entire life 
saving in the neighborhood, it is now impos-
sible to put trash cans on the street because 
of the large number of cars on the street, con-
struction has occurred at odd hours, it is not 
clear how many units are being rented out, 
and city codes may not have been followed.

One of the later speakers commented say-
ing he thought the applicant had done a good 
job of fixing up the property and terms such 
as “slumlord,” “interloper”, “evil doers” etc. 
were character assignations.  The applicant’s 
son expressed his opinion that mis-infor-
mation was presented during the meeting 
and was disappointed in the lack of civil-
ity. Although he does not live in Dixon, his 
family invested $90,000 in the property in 
Dixon, and hoped the city would be neutral 
in considering the application.

The meeting was contentious and 
there was a lot of emotion displayed. The 
Planning Commission was at a disadvan-
tage because the item had been continued 
before the meeting so it was nearly impos-
sible to know what was being considered, 
but by law, they had to open the hearing 
and listen to the comments.

The solution is not imposing time lim-
its but providing adequate information 
and requiring civility. By law, in order to 
have a public hearing, notice must go out 
at least 10 days in advance. If the notice is 
sent out and a request is made to continue 
it, the public hearing must still be opened 
and comment allowed.

The answer is in not moving forward 
with a public hearing until the applicant 
has provided all of the needed informa-
tion. Normally at the start of the public 
hearing the staff presentation is made, then 
the applicant is asked if s/he has additional 
information to present. This provides the 
audience with a clear understanding of 
what the hearing is about.

If the applicant cannot complete all of 
the paperwork required before the public 
notice is sent out, then the notice should 
be delayed. By not publically announc-
ing the hearing until all of the paperwork 
is completed, all three interests can be con-
sidered--the petitioner who is proposing 
some kind of development or housing/zon-
ing change. Neighborhood residents who 
may want to support or oppose the applica-
tion will have adequate material on which 
to base comments, and the commission 
itself representing the community interests 
will have the necessary facts.  H


