
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - It was 
in 2005 when John Kett, 
Dave Morris and Tony 
Robben spotted the small 
“For Sale” sign on the Taco 
Barrel. Joanne Waugh of 
Sacramento, the second 
owner of the rolled taco 
concession stand and who 
ran it for 35 years at the 
Dixon May Fair was ready 
to retire. The guys remi-
nisced on how they would 
reach up to the window to 
buy tacos as small kids. 
They decided the Barrel 
had to stay in Dixon and 
made an offer.

“George, the original 
owner and secret recipe 
creator, took the Barrel to 
several locations, including 
the State Fair when it was 
on Stockton Boulevard in 
Sacramento,” said Andrea 
Kett. “We learned the trade 
by fire. Joanne’s son was 
to work with us the first 
year starting at Lambtown 

through the whole May 
Fair, but bailed on us after 
the first hour. That was an 
experience.”

Buying the business 

and renaming it to the 
“Good Ol’ Boys” Rolled 
Tacos ensured that the old-
est continuously running 
concession stand--over 

60 years--would be at 
the oldest district fair in 
California in 2006. It kept 
the three couples which 
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Support the New Museum

Dixon Historical Society President Bill Schroeder studies a picture of one of the first graduating classes of Dixon High School 
that will be on display inside the new museum opening soon. Photo by Debra Dingman

MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - If you are looking 
forward to the opening of Dixon’s 
brand new Historical Museum, it 
might be a good time to place your 
2021 Membership with the Dixon 
Historical Society. They are on the 
cusp of opening their doors down-
town at 125 West “A” Street, behind 
Bud’s Pub & Grill, in the Pacific 
Coast Ice House.

“Once the pandemic restrictions 
for museums lift, the doors will 
open," said First Vice President 
Loran Hoffman of the Dixon 
Historical Society. Volunteers have 
been working since last October 
to build an interpretive museum 
with historical exhibitions and 
displays which include the interpre-
tation of historic sites and houses 

highlighting Dixon’s history, its 
diverse cultural heritage, and agri-
cultural roots.

“Getting the community behind 
the idea of a museum and getting 
them involved either by contribution 
or by time will be incredibly help-
ful,” Public History Intern Kayla 
Nelson said, “for both the older who 
appreciates the history but also the 
younger generation.”

One can donate by mailing a 
check to Dixon Historical Society, 
PO Box 814, Dixon, 95620 or one 
can pay using PayPal or credit card 
using the website’s “donate” tab at 
www.dixonhistoricalsociety.org. The 
Society has been a non-profit public 
benefit corporation with 501(c)(3) 
tax filing status since 1987.

They offered a donation caveat by 
reminding people that even if you’re 

one of the 90 percent who do not 
itemize charitable deductions, the 
CARES Act states that all donors 
can claim up to $300 per taxpayer 
($600 per married filing jointly) 
for charitable gifts made in 2020, 
whether they itemize or take the 
standard deduction.

Individual annual membership is 
$20 or $25 a couple/per family of 
2 but with a $250 membership, one 
receives a DHS shirt with emblem. 
With a $500 donation, one receives 
a 2021 Dixon Historical Society 
membership, a black short sleeve 
collared polo shirt with Society 
emblem and two dinner tickets to 
the Museum Fundraiser.

For more information, call 
President Bill Schroeder at (707) 
761-9574 or Treasurer Diane 
Schroeder at (707) 685-0802. H

State Aims 
to Define 
Farmers’ 
Coverage 

Gaps
California Farm Bureau 
Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- With California farm-
ers and ranchers finding 
increasing difficulty in pur-
chasing wildfire insurance 
for their businesses and 
properties, the California 
Farm Bureau welcomed 
the call by the state insur-
ance commissioner for data 
on commercial insurance 
coverage.

C a l i f o r n i a  F a r m 
Bureau President Jamie 
Johansson said he hopes 
the request from Insurance 
Commissioner Ricardo 
Lara will lead to more 
sustainable insurance cov-
erage for farmers and 
ranchers.

“ We  t h a n k  C o m - 
missioner Lara for lead-
ing the efforts to bring 
certainty back to the 
wildfire insurance mar-
ketplace,” Johansson said. 
“Farmers and ranchers 
from around the state have 
told us they have been 
unable to renew insurance 
and have not been able to 
find replacement cover-
age. Commissioner Lara’s 
action should help us deter-
mine the breadth and depth 
of the problem.”

In a notice issued, Lara 
directed insurance com-
panies to provide data 
about the availability of 
commercial insurance 
for businesses includ-
ing farms, ranches, timber 
harvesting operations, win-
eries, cotton gins and other 
agricultural businesses.

“Farm Bureau  has 
b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h 
Commissioner Lara and 
insurance companies to 
stabilize the insurance mar-
ket for California farms 
and ranches,” Johansson 
said. “We believe the com-
missioner’s action will 
help us move toward a 
long-term solution.”

Legislation sponsored 
by the California Farm 
Bureau would also address 
the problem by specifi-
cally authorizing the state’s 
insurer of last resort, the 
California FAIR Plan, to 
underwrite insurance cov-
erage for commercial farms 
and ranches. The legis-
lation, Senate Bill 11 by 
Susan Rubio, D-Baldwin 
Park, received unanimous 
support from the Senate 
Insurance Committee.

The California Farm 
Bureau works to protect 
family farms and ranches 
on behalf of nearly 32,000 
members statewide and as 
part of a nationwide net-
work of nearly 5.6 million 
Farm Bureau members. H

Meet You at the Barrel

Customers line up for one of the May Fair’s longest running food concession stands: The Good 
Ol’ Boys Taco Barrel. Photo by Andrea Kett
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By Debra Dingman

After having a head-
ache for an entire day and 
drinking water like crazy 
to alleviate the throb in the 
back of my head and my 
temples all day, my son 
appeared in the office and 
naturally, I complained-
-you know, since the 
walls wouldn’t give any 
feedback.

Just as I was say-
ing, “I just don’t know 
what I did,” it hit me 
that I had a glass of wine 
while participating in 
a Zoom meeting. I had 
seen another woman with 
a glass in the video pane 
and it looked relaxing so 
I whispered to my hus-
band to pretty please get 
me a small glass of the 
boxed red, Sangria wine 
that’s in the fridge. (It’s 
my favorite.) He obliged 
and I enjoyed sipping on 
the refreshing cold drink 
throughout the hour-long 
meeting. I slept better than 
I had in days that night 
and had forgotten entirely 
about it.

First my son asked 
why did I drink it if I 
know I get headaches 
and I told him honestly 
about the woman in the 
view and that I really do 

like the taste of wine. I 
also like feeling like I’m 
adult enough to enjoy the 
relaxed feeling I get.

“Mom, how have you 
never built up any kind 
of  tolerance?” he asked 
innocently after remind-
ing me that he doesn’t feel 
anything until he has at 
least two glasses of wine 
(although he is bigger than 
me.) We laughed and he 
elaborated about “good 
wine.”

Because of my growing 
up years with an alcoholic 
biological father, my chil-
dren benefited from me 
talking a lot about those 
negative experiences 
and the impact on our 
family and thus, I think 
they at least learned the 
importance of calling a 
designated driver if one 
has drunk alcohol. Now 
that I have absolutely no 
control over what they do, 
I keep in prayers...

Today, I find a press 
release in my newspaper 
inbox about yet another 
fatality in Dixon. This one 
involving four teenag-
ers – two females and two 
males – out on Tremont 
Road, east of Bulkley 
Road where, according to 
the CHP report, “Alcohol 
impairment is a suspected 

factor in this coll i-
sion.” One 18-year-old 
Woodland male died at the 
scene and the three others 
from Woodland and Davis 
sustained major injuries 
and were transported to 
hospitals.

Last week, it was a 
28-year-old suspected of 
drunk driving that rammed 
into an existing collision 
on I-80 that claimed the 
life of one of our fellow 
dixonites who was merely 
being a good Samaritan.

We all get to make our 
decisions about our lives 
and I decided long ago 
after experiencing drunk-
enness to err on the side 
of caution and especially 
after witnessing first hand 
some of the crazy things 
people do after they have 
been drinking--both youth 
and adults. I have never 
felt deprived of having fun 
and I’ve shared as much 
laughter as any person can 
with friends and family.

If somewhere on my 
walk on Earth, I can 
steer someone to learn-
ing to enjoy life without 
consuming “too much” 
alcohol (and how do you 
know when you are young 
and haven’t built up a “tol-
erance”) then I’ll be happy 
with that.  H

Small Groups meet throughout the week.
Tuesday Children’s Adventure Bay - 6:30 pm

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister

185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Worship Services at 10:30 am Sundays
Our sermon topic for this week is

Transformation Series
“Transforming Your Relationships”

Selected Scriptures

CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

No Desire to Build 
Alcohol Tolerance

Thank A Veteran Today

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 
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Dixon News Briefs
MPG Staff

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
Want some jingle in your pocket? Want 

to be okay with paying $5 for a really 
good coffee? There are several job open-
ings in and around Dixon!

UC Davis Arboretum and Public 
Garden. First there are multiple student 
jobs available. Some start now, some 
start over the summer, and all are great 
opportunities to work hard and learn. 
Application deadlines range from now to 
May 2. Questions? Contact the supervisor 
listed for each position. Visit: https://arbo-
retum.ucdavis.edu/learning-by-leading to 
see all the postings.

Denny’s in Dixon is hiring from cooks 
to managers to servers, there are many 
open positions. You’ll get a workout at 
this job because it seems they are always 
busy and have plenty to do. Just watching 
the servers and staff, I’m sure time flies in 
this job, and you would get to meet lots 
of people. Apply online at WKUSA.COM/
CAREERS or stop by and speak with the 
manager at 1250 Stratford Avenue.

Atkinson Storage at 1800 North First 
Street needs some help in the office and 
someone who doesn’t mind going out and 
showing customers various space sizes 
to rent. This is a small office with only a 
couple people sharing shifts. You don’t 
have to be a computer-guru but you have 
to be willing to learn and be comfortable 
working online. This is not ranked as a 
high-stress job but it is if someone doesn’t 
do their part so be willing to work as a 
team.

Murillo’s is starting to hire workers 
for their new location in Dixon (formerly 
IHOP building) at 1435 Ary Lane. This is 
a bar and restaurant so they are looking for 
bartenders, servers, bussers, and cooks so 
if interested in working in the restaurant 
industry, call for Sheila or Frances at (707) 
676-5237.

Lunch Bunch
The Dixon Chamber has started a 

monthly no-host lunch meet up with 
President/CEO Shauna Manina for mem-
bers who would like to “talk business” 
while sharing ideas, networking, and 
enjoying a lunch together. They will 
meet on third Tuesdays and different res-
taurants. One has to be a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce to participate and 
information on membership can be found 
at www.dixonchamber.org or call (707) 
678-2650.

Kids Consignments
If you’re a parent and needing to update 

your child’s spring clothing supply, 
here’s a great opportunity to do it afford-
ably through “Just Between Friends”. 
Although not in Dixon, there is a large 
children’s consignment sale coming to 
6391 Leisure Town Road in Vacaville set 
for Thursday, April 29 through Sunday, 
May 2.

JBF Vacaville serves local fami-
lies by helping them make money and 
save money. Each spring and fall, fam-
ilies clean out their closets and sell 
quality items at 50%-90% off retail 
prices. Shoppers stock up on everything 
their kids need and want for the next sea-
son of their lives. Sale days are Thursday 
- Sunday so check out the website for the 
full schedule including details on how to 
sell your items and learn more. H

Murillo’s Restaurant in Dixon

Solano County Genealogical 
Society – May 1 Presentation

By NANCY Adams, 
Solano County 
Genealogical Society

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG) - 
Linda Harms Okazaki 
will present a program, 
“Internment Camps in the 
U.S. During WWII”.  After 
Pearl Harbor was attacked 
in 1941, thousands of 
Japanese and Japanese 
Americans were incar-
cerated in “Internment 
Camps.”  German, Italians, 
and Latin Americans were 
also interned.  The various 
sites of confinement and 
the records created will 
be examined, covering the 
period of time immediately 

preceding World War II 
through resettlement and 
redress.

This virtual presenta-
tion begins at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 1st at the 
next meeting of the Solano 
County  Genealogical 
Society. 

L i n d a  O k a z a k i  i s 
a  na t iona l ly  known 
researcher and lecturer 
on Japanese American 
Genealogy.  A char-
ter member of the Nikkei 
Genealogical  Society 
and past president of the 
California genealogical 
Society, she is the founder 
and partner of Linda’s 
Orchard, LLC, a company 

specializing in Japanese 
American research.  Her 
presentation will include 
the events leading up to 
the mass incarceration of 
over 120,000 individu-
als of Japanese ancestry, 
the political climate of the 
time, and military concerns 
that the U.S. would go to 
war with Japan.

Guests are welcome to 
attend this free event.  If 
interested, send an email 
to the society at scgs@
scgsca.org no later than 4 
p.m. April 30 and request 
an invitation.  More infor-
mation on the event can be 
found on the society’s web-
page at www.scgsca.org H
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"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM
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GRILLED CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD

INDOOR DINING 
NOW AVAILABLE! 
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Solano County Water Agency Extends 
Lower Putah Creek Salmon Study

By Ryan Abusaa,  
Solano County  
Water Agency

SOLANO COUNTY, CA. (MPG) -  
The Solano County 
Water Agency (SCWA) 
has approved another 
year of funding through 
Fiscal Year 2021-22 for 
University of California, 
Davis researchers to con-
tinue their Lower Putah 
Creek Salmon Study.

As part of ongoing 
Putah Creek restoration 
efforts, SCWA and its 
partners have developed 
a robust program to mon-
itor the abundance and 
population dynamics of 
salmon in Lower Putah 
Creek. This monitoring 
program will continue 
with the implementation 
of new monitoring tools 
to determine the presence 
and growth of a self-sus-
taining salmon population 
within the creek.

The study also explores 
best practices to manage the 
ecosystem into the future. 
Salmon runs are a critical 

part of the Putah Creek 
ecosystem health, and by 
creating the ideal habitat 
for salmon to spawn, whole 
food-chains stand to bene-
fit as Putah Creek becomes 
a thriving ecosystem for 
invertebrates, birds, and fish 
alike.

“We are pleased to 
continue to fund a pro-
gram that will give us 
a greater idea of how 
effective our restora-
tion work is for Putah 
Creek’s environment,” 
said Roland Sanford, 
General  Manager at 
SCWA. “It’s important 
that we continue to have 
this research-based feed-
back as we continue 
and refine our efforts to 
improve the creek’s flows 
and habitat.”

The  p ro j ec t  w i l l 
involve five labs at UC 
Davis, with collabora-
tion from the SCWA and 
the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife with 
efforts to sample and 
track juvenile and adult 
fish.

“We will be able to use 
data from DNA compar-
isons to estimate how 
many Chinook salmon 
in Putah Creek originate 
from past spawners in 
the system. In addition, 
we will be able to track 
juvenile salmon migra-
tions within and outside 
the system to understand 
their survival rates and 
outmigration dynam-
ics, including potential 
methods for boosting 
survival,” said Andrew 
R y p e l ,  A s s o c i a t e 
P r o f e s s o r  a n d  t h e 
California Trout Chair in 
Coldwater Fish Ecology 
at UC Davis. “Increasing 
understanding of the 
salmon run on Putah 
Creek is critical to man-
aging the health of this 
ecosystem in the future.”

SCWA has  cham-
p ioned  decades  o f 
restoration efforts in this 
region to date, making 
Putah Creek the state-
wide model it is today for  
stream conservation and 
habitat restoration. H 

Now Open For Business!

851 N. 1st Street, Dixon
(707) 678-3100

AMOS METZ has been doing business in Woodland for 
76 years. We are excited to be opening in Dixon.

We offer a wide variety of equipment rentals to 
both homeowners and contractors.

You will find excavators to floor polishers and 
everything in-between. Come on in and 
check out what we have to offer!

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

May Fair Offers a Taste of the Fair
By Patricia Conklin,  
Dixon May Fair

DIXON, CA (MPG) -  With the restrictions 
on gatherings and events due to the 
COVID Pandemic the Dixon May Fair 
is unable to offer a traditional fair for 
2021 but is offering fair patrons a chance 
to pick-up some of their favorite fair 
foods.  

“A big component of the annual fair 
is the food and we have heard from our 
guests that they miss the tastes offered at 
the fair, so we have put together a Grab 
and Go Taste of the May Fair where 
patrons can come and take out some 
of their favorite fair food to enjoy at 
home”, said Patricia Conklin, CEO.

Some of the food being offered are: 
burritos, caramel and candy apples, 
churros, cotton candy, corn dogs, curly 
fries, fry bread, funnel cake, hot dogs, 
kettle corn, ice cream, pie, pink popcorn, 
pretzels, rolled tacos, tacos, shaved ice, 
sundaes and more. Menu is subject to 
change without notification.

Dates & Times:  Thursday, May 6th 
- 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday, May 7th 
through Sunday, May 9th - 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m.   Guests can come during those 
hours, park in the main parking lot of 
the fairgrounds, enter through the main 
gate, place their order and then take their 

fair food home to enjoy.  With the cur-
rent Covid restrictions there may be 
wait times since only a limited number 
of people can enter the facility at one 
time.   In accordance with California 
Department of Public Health all guests 
are asked not to attend if they feel sick 
or have been exposed to someone who 
has been sick; wear a face mask and 
maintain 6’ distance from others. 

“We are excited to offer a taste of the 
fair to the community and hope they will 
come out to support the vendors and the 
fair,” said Patricia Conklin, CEO.

More information is available at www.
dixonmayfair.com .  Feel free to contact 
the fair office if you have questions at 
707-678-5529.   H

included Denise Morris, 
Andrea Kett, and Michelle 
Tyler plenty busy over the 
years as they all had other 
jobs.

“We’ve weathered rain 
storms, heatwaves, power 
outages, air conditioner 
breakdowns and sell-
ing out of meat early. But, 
we know the May Fair 

wouldn’t be complete with-
out a rolled taco or standing 
in line for one,” she added. 
“It’s the meet up place for 
old friends and parents and 
kids. We hear “Meet you at 
the barrel” and “Let’s grab 
a beer and go get some 
rolled tacos and catch up.” 
We love seeing our loyal 
customers every year, and 
making new ones. “First 

one’s free!” And, they’re 
gluten free.”

Andrea says there have 
been some changes as 
Robben retired but she 
happily reported, the next 
generation of Kett and 
Morris have come on 
board.

“And, the recipe remains 
the same!” she said enthu-
siastically. H

Meet You at the Barrel
Continued from page 1

These rolled tacos from the Taco Barrel will be 
some of the delicious offerings at the scaled-
down version of the Dixon May Fair. Photo by 
Andrea Kett

Thank A Veteran Today

TO ADVERTISE WITH

THE DIXON 
INDEPENDENT 

VOICE
CALL 707-678-8917

OR 916-773-1111
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Woke Disinformation 
Trumps Russian Trolls

Why do the Russians need 
to bother spreading disin-
formation when our own 
domestic sources do a much 
better job at it?

We just went through a 
four-year national obsession 
with Kremlin disinforma-
tion. It supposedly swayed 
the 2016 presidential elec-
t ion.  I t  was “sowing 
divisions” in American soci-
ety. It accounted for the 
discovery of Hunter Biden’s 
laptop during the 2020 
election.

Social media companies 
were excoriated for alleg-
edly letting Russian disinfo 
poison their networks, and 
the American mind.

T h e r e  w a s  n o t h -
ing that some Russian 
operators – spending a pit-
tance – couldn't do. The 
former Time magazine man-
aging editor and Obama state 
department official Richard 
Stengel wrote a book called 
“Information Wars: How 
We Lost the Global Battle 
Against Disinformation and 
What We Can Do About 
It.”According to Stengel, the 
Russians had mounted “an 
unprecedented attack against 
the very foundation of our 
democracy.”

The Russians were ama-
teurs, though. If they really 
knew what they were doing, 
they'd spread rank lies about 
election reforms passed by 
an American state, make 
the deceptions so perva-
sive that the president of 

the United States would 
casually repeat them, unjus-
tifiably dredge up memories 
of a terrible period of repres-
sion in America, relentlessly 
racialize the debate, and 
i n t i m i d a t e  c o r p o r a t e 
America into thoughtlessly 
entering the partisan fight 
and discrediting itself with 
a significant segment of the 
population.

No, Russian trolls oper-
ating somewhere in St. 
Petersburg didn't undertake 
this highly successful infor-
mation operation against 
the Georgia election law –
Stacey Abrams and her allies 
in media and politics did.

If the Russians had the 
requisite skill, they’d spread 
the false story that a tal-
ented American governor 
had sold out his citizens by 
letting a campaign contribu-
tion distort his distribution 
of COVID-19 vaccines, 
suppressing all facts to the 
contrary and stoking yet 
more conspiratorial thinking 
about the governor among 
his political opponents.

The Russians couldn’t pull 
this off – yet “60 Minutes” 
did, in a laughably dishon-
est report about Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis using the most 
popular grocery store chain 
in the state to get the vaccine 
in the arms of Floridians.

If the Russians were devi-
ous enough, they’d take a 
god-awful mass shooting, 
ignore all of the evidence 
about the perpetrator 's 
motives to define it as a 
crime driven by racial hatred, 
and undermine faith in the 
local police and FBI when 
they presented the facts.

The Russians couldn’t 
manage this, either – but 
a veritable army of media 
commentators and progres-
sive politicians could. They 
insisted against the available 
evidence that the Atlanta 
spa shooter must have been 
driven by hatred of Asians, 

while Democratic senators 
openly dissented from the 
FBI director's statement that 
the shooting wasn't a hate 
crime.

If the Russians had the 
power or know-how, they’d 
spin a story of American 
law enforcement as a racist 
occupying force that should 
be resisted in “largely peace-
ful” protests all over the 
country, putting the cops on 
their back foot and creating 
an environment of spiral-
ing disorder and violence in 
some of the most iconic U.S. 
cities.

Of course, the Russians 
also had nothing to do with 
this – Black Lives Matter 
and the media did all of the 
hard work and have largely 
managed to ignore the rising 
tide of crime that is undoing 
one of the signal America 
domestic accomplishments 
of the past several decades.

None of this is to dismiss 
the pernicious influence of 
Russian information oper-
ations and cyber strikes, 
especially overseas, or to 
minimize the hideousness 
of the Putin regime. But it is 
galling to see the same peo-
ple who sounded the klaxons 
about Russians undermin-
ing faith in the American 
system for years themselves 
spread – or at least casually 
accept – progressive narra-
tives based on poisonous lies 
about our own country.

The Russians are never 
going to stop running their 
information campaigns 
against the West, which date 
back to the Soviet Union. 
But they must occasionally 
be tempted to stand back in 
envy and awe at all that the 
U.S. promoters of woke nar-
ratives have been able to 
accomplish without them.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features 
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CLG NEWS UPDATES
Provided by Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG) See legitgov.org

39 vaccinated residents from Bay Area county test positive for COVID-19 | 14 April 
2021 | Sonoma County health officials said Tuesday that at least 39 people in the region 
tested positive for the coronavirus despite being vaccinated, according to a statement 
from the county. While Sonoma is the only Bay Area county thus far to share instances 
of inoculated people getting COVID-19, it’s assumed all regions are experiencing similar 
developments as the vaccines do not provide complete protection. One of the 39 people 
was hospitalized with moderate illness for a short period.

Twitter bans James O’Keefe after major CNN bias exposé | 15 April 2021 | Following 
a string of undercover exposés into how CNN injects bias into narratives, Twitter has 
suspended Project Veritas’s founder, James O’Keefe. Project Veritas has, for several years, 
been releasing exclusive undercover video footage that exposes the biases of TV net-
works, the media, and Big Tech. The Project Veritas account had already been suspended 
by Twitter earlier this year for a video confronting Facebook’s Vice President of Integrity 
about political bias in which the platform had been partaking.

CBS News Edited Police Body Cam Video to Mask Teen Holding a Gun Before He 
Was Fatally Shot | 16 April 2021 | CBS News deceptively cropped body camera footage 
that showed a 13-year-old boy holding a gun before he was fatally shot by Chicago police 
in March. A law enforcement officer fatally shot Adam Toledo during an encounter in 
response to gunshots heard on a police scanner. Police said Toledo ignored “verbal direc-
tions, fled, used significant force, and was armed with a semiautomatic pistol,” which is 
why the officer fired. Body cam footage released this week appears to show Toledo hold-
ing a weapon moments before he was shot, but CBS News posted a clip to its website and 
Twitter page that cropped out the footage showing the teen’s alleged firearm. The CBS 
News article accompanying the cropped video did not directly acknowledge that Toledo 
was armed.

Arizona Senate to Start Major Audit of 2.1 Million 2020 Presidential Election 
Ballots | 18 April 2021 | The Arizona Senate, which is controlled by Republicans, is ready 
to start a major audit of 2.1 million ballots for the 2020 presidential election. The recount 
will be done by hand this time. The state Senate said in March they would be conducting 
a “broad and detailed” audit, adding that they will test voting machines, scan ballots, look 
for IT breaches, and perform a hand count.

Rasmussen Reports: 51% Believe Cheating Likely Affected Outcome of 2020 
Presidential Election  | 13 April 2021 | Most voters say it’s more important to pre-
vent cheating in elections than to make it easier to vote and, by more than a two-to-one 
margin, they reject claims that voter ID laws are discriminatory. The latest Rasmussen 
Reports national telephone and online survey finds that just 29% of Likely U.S. Voters say 
laws requiring photo identification at the polls discriminate against some voters. Sixty-
two percent (62%) say voter ID laws don’t discriminate. (See survey question wording.) 
A majority (51%) of voters believe it is likely that cheating affected the outcome of the 
2020 presidential election, including 35% who say it’s Very Likely cheating affected the 
election.

Illegal immigrant, ordered deported but never removed, convicted for child 
rape in California  | 17 April 2021 | An illegal immigrant from El Salvador, who was 
ordered removed from the U.S. in 2016 but never deported, was convicted this month of 
child r-pe in California and sentenced to more than 45 years in prison. Fredys Aguilar-
Menjivar, a 31-year-old El Salvadoran, was convicted of three counts of forcible r-pe of 
a child under 14 and one count of child molestation. The victim reported that the man, 
a family member, r-ped and molested her on several occasions between 2018 and 2020. 

Former Pfizer VP: ‘Your government is lying to you in a way that could lead to your 
death’ | 07 April 2021 | Dr. Michael Yeadon, Pfizer’s former Vice President and Chief 
Scientist for Allergy & Respiratory who spent 32 years in the industry leading new med-
icines research and retired from the pharmaceutical giant with “the most senior research 
position” in his field, spoke with LifeSiteNews in a telephone interview. He addressed the 
“demonstrably false” propaganda from governments in response to COVID-19, includ-
ing the “lie” of dangerous variants, the totalitarian potential for “vaccine passports,” and 
the strong possibility we are dealing with a “conspiracy” which could lead to something 
far beyond the carnage experienced in the wars and massacres of the 20th century.  H

General Plan Has One More Public Review
Listen Up!! The General Plan Will Have 

Another Review! You Have a Chance to 
Ask Probing Questions!

Those of us that thought that after 
more than ten years and the City of 
Dixon spending well over a million dol-
lars for consultants to develop and finalize 
Dixon’s General Plan 2040 and Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) that 
both reports were a done deal! Not so! 
The Planning Commission held a public 
hearing on March 9th, 2021 and voted to 
recommend approval to the City Council 
with certain additions/deletions and mod-
ifications. In response, the City Council 
tentatively scheduled to review the Draft 
General Plan and Final EIR at one of their 
two meetings in May 2021 and this is the 
final step for adoption.

We have talked incessantly about 
Dixon’s General Plan 2040 since we began 
writing this column six years ago. We have 
attempted to get residents engaged and 
contributing to the planning for the future 
of our community/town. We recognize 
Dixon’s residents have full lives and are 
interested in the welfare of their town, but 
choose not to spend time attending coun-
cil meetings or investigating local issues. 
Besides, we elect people and pay our prop-
erty and sales taxes so that we can hire 
professionals to keep our families safe and 
make the important decisions on Dixon’s 
long term future.

 Dixon has been split into five voting 
districts, with each district having its own 
representative. This system allows resi-
dent concerns and thoughts to be funneled 
through their own District representative, 
hopefully, establishing an open line of 
communication between the residents and 
governing body of the city. This system 
should simplify citizens having their voice 
heard without waiting for a particular topic 
to come up at a City Council meeting.

Sorry, we digressed… Back to the new 
Dixon’s General Plan 2040 and one area 
that not only causes us concern, but prob-
ably most Dixon residents as well. That is 
the section on Transportation.

This past year, traffic in the downtown 
area has been lighter due to the pandemic 
and schools being closed. We have had a 
pleasant reprieve from the logger-jam of 
traffic. However, the new general plan is 
willing to accept a Failing grade for level 
of service in Dixon on West A and North 
First Street (The Bud’s and Dawson’s cor-
ner). Immediate plans for improving or 
eliminating the problem are non-existent.

 The plan does list several steps which 
require ACTION in the Mobility area: 
One of which is “Work with Caltrans to 
study options for re-routing State Route-
113 away from downtown Dixon.” We 
are concerned whenever the City wants to 
“study” something because of the unbe-
lievable cost for consultants that perform 
these studies.

Several years ago, a resident of Dixon, 
Gail Preston, who was a former engineer 
with CalTrans, provided documents citing 
that the state of California had a long-
term plan that included moving SR 113. 
Instead of performing a “study” a phone 
call or letter to the appropriate employee 
at CalTrans will provide an answer that 

will help in Dixon’s long range planning 
process. CalTrans provides the funding for 
State Route-113 through Dixon and is the 
decision maker.

Our recollection is the last time 
CalTrans visited a Dixon City Council 
meeting speaking on transportation, coun-
cil representatives were told that if the city 
wanted to provide the millions of dollars 
necessary to move SR-113, it would take 
$50 million to get the process started. This 
would be the only way that Dixon would 
have the authority to make decisions on 
SR-113.

 What does the City of Dixon plan to 
study? How much more in city taxes resi-
dents are willing to pay?

Another statement in the General Plan 
2040 that is concerning – “And working 
with Amtrak to bring a passenger rail sta-
tion back to downtown Dixon….” Since 
Union Pacific owns and maintains the rail-
road tracks through Dixon it would seem 
that Union Pacific should be the entity, not 
Amtrak, to ask when a passenger train will 
be allowed to stop in Dixon for passen-
gers to board and disembark. One would 
imagine Union Pacific must have spe-
cific criteria that allows trains to stop in 
particular locations. Such as certain dis-
tances from intersections, state highways, 
length of trains passing, proximity of other 
stations.  A phone call or letter from the 
City of Dixon to Union Pacific would pro-
vide them with the information needed to 
respond to the residents as to the reasons 
the train will never stop at the current train 
station in Dixon.

Dixon is changing. Recently, the 
Community Development Director told 
the City Council Meeting attendees that 
over 1000 new housing units are sched-
uled to be built. This will add several 
thousand new residents. Just how con-
gested is the downtown intersection at 
Bud’s and Dawson’s corner going to be 
with 1,000 additional families transporting 
children across town?

The completion of the Parkway 
Overpass is a priority. It was a priority 
twenty years ago and it is a higher prior-
ity today. Funding for the project has been 
collected from developers for more than 
twenty five years.  An occasional dump 
of dirt in the overpass area from local 
swimming pools being dug does not qual-
ify as progress. Questions needing to be 
answered are when will the Overpass be 
completed? From where will the funds 
come? Will new taxes be needed?

We encourage you to read Dixon’s 
General Plan over the next couple of 
weeks. Don’t be overwhelmed by the full 
document. Pick up one section to read and 
comment on. We will let you know which 
meeting in May that the City Council will 
be reviewing the document for the last 
time before adoption. It is not too late, and 
your comments are important to the future 
of Dixon. 

If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing, contact your representative and give 
him your comments and ask him to carry 
them forward. If you don’t know who your 
representative is, contact City of Dixon 
at 707-678-7000 or visit their website at 
ci.dixon.ca.us.  H
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Search is on  for Dixon’s Search is on  for Dixon’s 
2021 Mother of the Year2021 Mother of the Year

• Enter your Mother or ANY OTHER MOTHER who you 
believe exemplifi es the fi nest qualities of Motherhood.

• � ree age groups for those submitting entries:
 Grade 6 and Under;
 Grade 7 through 9;
 and High School and Adults

• Essays should be no more than 500 words
• Please include recent photo for publication with the

winning entries.
• Decisions of the judges are fi nal.
• Essays must be submitted by 5:00 pm on Saturday, May 1st.

__________________________________________________
Mom’s Name and Age
______________________________________________
Address DIXON, CA 95620
______________________________________________
Mom’s Phone
______________________________________________
Nominator’s Name, Grade and Age (You)
______________________________________________
Nominator’s Phone

Dixon Kiwanis Club
P.O. Box 1602 • Dixon, CA 95620

707.678.8917
or email to DixonKiwanis@hotmail.com

Mother of the 
Year Award

Offi  cial Entry Form
Sponsored By 

Dixon Kiwanis Club
and

Dixon Independent Voice

Attach this form to an essay telling us why YOUR mom 
should be Mother of the Year. Essays should be less than 500 
words. Please include a recent photo which may be published. 
Email, or Mail this form and the essay to:

119 North 1st Street, Dixon, CA 95620
www.bangkokgardenthai.com •  ((770077))  669933--33333311

Bangkok GardenBangkok Garden
Thai Cuisine & Sushi BarThai Cuisine & Sushi Bar

With this Coupon
Must present coupon to receive discount. Expires 05.31.21. 
Bangkok Garden and Sushi Bar • (707) 693-3331

1010%
dine-in only
OFF

OORRDDEERR  OONNLLIINNEE!!
wwwwww..bbaannggkkookkggaarrddeenntthhaaii..ccoomm

Bills would Hamstring Future 
California Recalls

By Dan Walters 
CALMatters

As signatures on petitions 
to force Gov. Gavin Newsom 
into a recall election are 
being tallied, the Legislature 
is considering bills that 
would, if enacted, make 
future recalls of California’s 
elected officials less likely.

Two Democratic state sen-
ators, Ben Allen of Redondo 
Beach and Josh Newman of 
Fullerton, are carrying mea-
sures they say are needed to 
reform the recall process.

Newman’s Senate Bill 
663 would allow targets of 
recall campaigns to access 
the lists of recall petition 
signers and try to persuade 
them to remove their sig-
natures. Current law allows 
only election officials to 
access their names to vali-
date signatures.

Currently, signers have 
30 days after the recall to 
change their minds. SB 663 
would extend that to 45 days.

Critics say that revealing 
the names of petition sign-
ers would subject them to 
harassment by recall targets 
and their supporters.

Newman,  who went 
through a recall election 
himself in 2018, told the 
Senate’s election commit-
tee this week that “this bill 
has no impact whatsoever 
on the recall effort against 
Governor Newsom” because, 
as now written, it would not 
take effect until next January.

Theoretically, SB 663 
could be amended to make 
it take effect immediately 
and thus impact the Newsom 
recall, but only with a two-
thirds vote of the Legislature 
and Newsom’s  s igna-
ture, thus making it highly 
unlikely.

The Senate elections com-
mittee approved SB 663 and 
another Newman measure, 
Senate Bill 660, that would 
ban the now-common prac-
tice of paying professional 
petition circulators by the 
signature, not only for recalls 
but also for initiative mea-
sures and for referenda to 
invalidate laws passed by the 
Legislature.

A prohibition on per-sig-
nature payments has been 
floated for years. Advocates 
contend that paying signa-
ture-gatherers by the name 
encourages them to mislead 
potential petition signers 
about the issues before them.

However, every recent 
governor has vetoed at least 
one version of the proposal. 
When he vetoed a 2019 ban 
on per-signature payments, 
Newsom said, “While I 
appreciate the intent of this 
legislation to incentivize 
grassroots support for the ini-
tiative process, I believe this 
measure could make the qual-
ification of many initiatives 
cost-prohibitive, thereby hav-
ing the opposite effect.”

Allen, meanwhile, is 
offering a constitutional 
amendment and a conven-
tional bill that would affect 
the recall process.

Senate Constitutional 
Amendment 3 would make 
successful recalls more dif-
ficult by placing the name 
of the targeted official on 
the ballot as a successor 
candidate.

Under  cu r ren t  l aw, 

voters are given two issues 
to decide — whether the offi-
cial should be ousted and 
which of the successor can-
didates should be elected 
instead.

That, Allen argues, is 
unfair because with mul-
tiple candidates, someone 
could win with relatively few 
votes. Under his measure, 
voters would simply decide 
whether to retain the incum-
bent with a plurality of votes 
or opt for one of the other 
contenders.

SCA 3 also would can-
cel a recall election if the 
incumbent resigns after the 
recall qualifies which, in the 
case of governors, would 
mean an automatic takeover 
by the lieutenant governor. 
If another statewide offi-
cial facing recall resigned, 
the governor would name a 
successor.

Allen’s second mea-
sure, Senate Bill 752, would 
require that before voters 
signed petitions for a recall, 
an initiative or a referendum, 
they would have to certify 
that they had read a list of 
the proposed measure’s top 
financial contributors. As 
with Newman’s SB 660, its 
declared aim is to prevent 
signature gatherers from 
misrepresenting the issues 
involved.

It’s debatable whether 
these measures would, as 
Newman and Allen contend, 
improve the recall and other 
forms of direct democracy. 
They certainly would make 
them more cumbersome and 
expensive and therefore less 
likely to succeed.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 60 
years, spending all but 
a few of those years 
working for California 
newspapers.  H
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Sen. Dodd’s Complex Rehabilitative 
Technology Bill Advances

Paul Payne,  
Office of Senator Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Legislation from 
Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, that would 
ensure people with disabilities have 
access to complex rehabilitative services 
and equipment such as individually fitted 
wheelchairs cleared a key committee.

“We must do all we can to ensure peo-
ple with disabilities get the specialized 
equipment they need that allows them to 
live their lives to the fullest,” Sen. Dodd 
said. “Also, we must ensure this vulner-
able population has access to a network 
of qualified providers. My bill would do 
that, achieving a level of dignity people 
deserve. I thank committee members for 
seeing the value of this proposal.”

 In California, people living with sig-
nificant physical disabilities such as 
ALS, multiple sclerosis and brain inju-
ries have access to a limited number of 
providers of complex rehabilitative tech-
nology including customized wheelchairs. 
Compounding the problem is recession-
related legislation from 2009 that reduced 
reimbursement rates for many Medi-Cal 
providers. Currently, the small network of 
providers of complex rehabilitative tech-
nology are subject to this cut along with 
other reductions, increased expenses from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and significant 
operating costs involved in providing and 
servicing this specialized equipment.

Senate Bill 717 would change state law 
to conform to federal regulations, ensur-
ing patients needing treatment are served 
by qualified professionals. It also exempts 

complex rehabilitative products from pre-
vious Medi-Cal reimbursement reductions 
to help cover costs of quality care.

 SB 717 passed the Senate Health com-
mittee with overwhelming support. It is 
sponsored by the National Coalition for 
Assistive and Rehabilitative Technology. 
Numerous supporters include the 
California Children’s Hospital Association, 
Disability Rights California, the Advanced 
Medical Technology Association, and the 
California Association of Medical Product 
Suppliers.

“Thousands of people with disabili-
ties across California rely on specialized 
wheelchairs and other adaptive equipment 
to be independent and manage their health 
care needs,” said Donald Clayback, exec-
utive director of NCART. “Unfortunately 
access to this equipment has been com-
promised due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and other long-term funding challenges. 
We thank Sen. Dodd for his leadership in 
introducing Senate Bill SB 717 to improve 
consumer safeguards and ensure they have 
continued and timely access to the impor-
tant products and supporting services they 
depend on.”

“On behalf of National Seating and 
Mobility, our Fairfield facility staff, 
and our complex rehab technology cli-
ents, we would like to thank Sen. Dodd 
for introducing SB 717,” said Jackie 
Kirkwood, NSM’s regional area direc-
tor. “This important legislation will 
improve the health and safety of our cli-
ents and ensure access to the critical 
specialized equipment that people with  
disabilities require.”  H
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CDFW Urges Public to Leave 
Deer Fawns Alone  

By Peter Tira,  
California Department 
of Fish & Wildlife

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Late spring and early 
summer is the peak time 
for California’s deer 
herds to give birth to 
fawns, and the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildl i fe  (CDFW) is 
issuing a reminder to well-
intentioned people to not 

interact with the baby deer 
– even if they find one that 
appears to be abandoned.

Adult female deer often 
stash their fawns in tall 
grass or brush for many 
hours while they are out 
foraging for food.

“It is a very common 
mistake to believe a fawn 
has been abandoned when 
it’s found alone, even if 
the mother has not been 
seen in the area for a long 
period of time,” said Joe 
Croteau, environmen-
tal program manager with 
CDFW’s Northern Region. 
“It’s actually a survival 
strategy for the doe to sep-
arate from her fawns so 
as not to attract predators 
to the whereabouts of her 
young.”

Each year, CDFW and 
wildlife rehabilitation 
facilities are called to assist 
with fawns that have been 
removed from the wild by 
concerned members of the 
public recreating outdoors. 
With limited long-term 
placement options in zoos 

or other wildlife sanctuar-
ies, the animals often have 
to be euthanized since they 
lack the survival skills to 
be released back into the 
wild and can become dan-
gerous and difficult to keep 
as they become bigger.

To report an injured, 
sick or suspected orphaned 
fawn, contact your local 
CDFW regional office 
directly.

Anyone who removes 
a young animal from the 
wild is required to notify 
CDFW or take the ani-
mal to a permitted wildlife 
rehabilitator within 48 
hours. Only a limited 
number of wildlife reha-
bilitation facilities are 
licensed to accept fawns.

It is both illegal to feed 
deer and keep deer in your 
personal possession. Both 
crimes are misdemeanors, 
each subject to penalties 
of up to $1,000 and/or six 
months in jail. Learn more 
about the dangers and con-
sequences of feeding deer 
in this CDFW video.  H

It is both illegal to feed 
deer and keep deer in your 
personal possession. Image by 
Marcel Langthim from Pixabay

Senator Dodd Praises Early 
Wildfire Prevention Agreement

By Paul Payne, Office 
of Senator Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
With drought conditions 
threatening another serious 
wildfire season, Sen. Bill 
Dodd, D-Napa, lauded an 
agreement between Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and leg-
islative leaders to invest 
$536 million in wildfire 
prevention and resiliency 
measures.

“Wildfire prevention and 
response is a top priority in 
California, especially with 
drier conditions expected 

from this year’s drought,” 
said Sen. Dodd, a mem-
ber of the Senate Wildfire 
Working Group advising 
on preparedness planning. 
“This makes sound invest-
ments in what we need to 
safeguard life and prop-
erty. I applaud my fellow 
lawmakers for taking this 
proactive step toward 
avoiding the devastation 
we’ve seen over the past 
five years.”

The package, which 
is consistent with the 
Senate’s “Blueprint for 
a Fire Safe California” 
released last month, grew 
from an agreement with 
the governor,  Senate 
President pro Tempore 
Toni G. Atkins, D- San 
Diego, and Assembly 
Speaker Anthony Rendon, 
D-Lakewood. It will pro-
vide short- and long-term 
funding for wildfire, cli-
mate, watershed, and 
forest health, as well as 
implement modern-day 
vegetation, forest man-
agement, and community 

hardening plans, and train 
and deploy a fire resiliency 
workforce.

Among its key provi-
sions is multi-year funding 
on projects with both wild-
fire and drought resilience 
benefits, and investing in 
Senate priorities such as 
Cal Fire grants for small 
landowners, funding for 
home hardening, urban 
greening and forestry, 
and funding for immedi-
ate, shovel-ready projects 
across the state. Highlights 
include : More than $280 
million to create resilient 
wildlands; manage forest 
health; $200 million for 
development of wildfire 
fuel breaks; $30 million 
for community and home 
hardening; $25 million 
for forest sector economic 
stimulus; $3 million for 
sc i ence -based  fo res t 
management.

The early action budget 
item will be amended into 
a budget bill and taken up 
by the Legislature in com-
ing days. H

Bill Dodd
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Chain Of Iron 
by Cassandra Clare; Simon 

& Schuster Children’s 

After moving to London to 
try and help her family from 
falling into ruin, Cordelia 
quickly gets thrown into the 
world of Shadowhunter’s, 
while battling a new type 
of demon that threatens 
all the inhabitants of the 
city. Together with her best 
friends from childhood, 
Lucie and James, Cordelia 
must use the dark legacy that 
has bestowed them with the 
tremendous power to save 
the city while also revealing 
the true sacrifice of being a 
hero. 

Now, as  the adven-
ture continues, Cordelia 
finally seems to have it all. 
Engaged to her childhood 
friend, James, while also liv-
ing in London with her best 
friend Lucie and James’s 
band of Merry Thieves, 
Cordelia is finally about to 
see her father. But every-
thing is not as it appears, 
and the carefully crafted illu-
sion she has created begins 

to shatter. Cordelia’s father 
isn’t the man he once was, 
and a new killer threatens the 
lives of the Shadowhunter’s. 
However, it isn’t just a serial 
killer that is the most threat-
ening; it’s the shocking 
secrets that each of them hold 
close that could be their ruin. 

The highly anticipated 
sequel in The Last Hours 
series, Chain Of Iron by 
NYT and USA Today Best-
selling author Cassandra 
Clare has enchanted readers 
from the first page. Described 
as “The new Queen of 
Fantasy” by the Wall Street 
Journal, Cassandra Clare has 
once again taken the world 
by storm, delivering a story 
that readers will be unable to 
put down. 

Readers will be taken deep 
into the luxurious and glamer-
ous era of Edwardian London, 
with the addition of supernat-
ural beings. However, it is not 
just the thrilling adventure that 
darts in and out of the streets 
of London, but the unwav-
ering romances, internal 
struggles, and forbidden love 
that keeps this story a fast-
paced page-turner. Cassandra 
Clare doesn’t disappoint the 
fans that have come to love 
her ShadowHunter World, 
while also drawing in new 
readers with a new series. 
Pick this one up for the nos-
talgia or the adventure, but 
fall for the amazing charac-
ters, friendships, relationships, 
and romance. This series is an 
exquisite, enchanting, and 
exhilarating page-turner and 
a wonderful new series to fall 
into. 

Sweet & Bitter Magic
by Adrienne Tooley; Simon 

& Schuster Children’s
After Tamsin commits a 

magical sin, she is cursed 
never to be able to love. 
Wren is made of magic 
but unable to use it and 
has spent her life in hid-
ing. When their Queendom 
is threatened by a magical 
plague, Tamsin and Wren 
strike a bargain. However, 
deals are never straightfor-
ward, especially when the 
barter is love.   

In this enchanting debut, 
Sweet & Bitter Magic will 
take readers into a story of 
inner battles, acceptance, 
and love. A story that winds 
a beautiful story of two girls 
who are completely oppo-
site, but will learn that what 
they genuinely need to sur-
vive lies within the other. 
Adrienne Tooley’s beau-
tiful writing takes readers 
into the story entwined with 
magic, witches, and true 
emotions, while delivering a 
story that is both unique and 
refreshing. � H

“SPY CITY” COLD WAR ESPIONAGE 
NOSTALGIA; FOX SUMMER PREVIEW

Riley ReviewsFOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbook

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

A TV Review by Tim Riley

“SPY CITY” ON AMC+
Daniel Craig’s stretch as James Bond may 

come to end with “No Time to Die,” and 
my new top candidate for his replacement is 
English actor Dominic Cooper, for reasons 
readily apparent for his role as an intelli-
gence agent in the new AMC+ limited series 
“Spy City.”

Cooper’s Fielding Scott, a British secret 
agent, finds himself embroiled in the messy 
espionage business in the dangerous city of 
Berlin circa 1961, when it was divided into 
four sectors controlled by the Americans, 
Brits, French and Russians.

Posted to the British Sector headquarters, 
Fielding barely survives the first episode 
when the handoff of an envelope in a men’s 
room results in having to slay an assailant 
who turns out inconveniently to be holding 
a British passport.

The killing of a fellow citizen casts sus-
picion on Fielding from his superior, who 
seems motivated primarily by personal ani-
mosity rather than the affairs of state.

Berlin, as treacherous any place in the 
world, is rife with corruption, assassina-
tions and intrigue that makes life perilous for 
anyone sleuthing around, because the bath-
room assault may not be the last attempt on 
Fielding’s life.

Even romance carries a sense of palpable 
menace.  Fielding has an affair with French 
spy Severine Bloch (Romane Portail), who 
is preoccupied with tracking down the Nazi 
hiding in Berlin who killed her husband in 
Paris during World War II.

Plenty of subplots run through “Spy City,” 
one involving Fielding’s secretary Eliza 
(Leonie Benesch), who lives in East Berlin 
and has been forced by a Russian general to 
spy on her boss as the price for keeping her 
boyfriend Reinhart (Ben Munchow) out of 
prison.

Another assignment for Fielding, of which 
there are many, is helping an East German 
scientist with the code name Beethoven 
to defect to the West and bring with him a 
missile guidance weapons device that the 
Soviets are eager to conceal.

Bonding with photographer Ulrike 
(Johanna Wokalek), Fielding employs her 
services for surveillance photos of friends 
and foes alike in a quest to unearth the traitor 
within the ranks of any of the Western allies.

The red herrings that abound in “Spy 
City” are just a part of the engrossing appeal 
of this Cold War espionage tale leading up 
to the Soviets building the infamous Berlin 
Wall.  Everyone seems to be trapped in some 
sense of betrayal.

FOX SUMMER PREVIEW
According to the FOX network, summer is 

just around the corner at the end of May and 
they want us to know that things are cooking 

with four nights of original entertainment 
programming.

Hosted by Rob Lowe, “Mental Samurai,” 
which kicks off on May 25th, is a combina-
tion of game show, sporting event and thrill 
ride, in which contestants mentally battle 
each other – and a ticking clock – as they 
attempt to stay focused and answer a variety 
of interactive questions.

On May 26th, the all-new baking com-
petition “Crime Scene Kitchen,” hosted by 
actor and comedian Joel McHale, is a culi-
nary guessing game in which bakers are 
tasked with decoding what type of dessert 
was made and then recreating the recipe for 
celebrity judges.

Following soon thereafter, a new twist to 
Chef Gordon Ramsay’s “Hell’s Kitchen” is a 
culinary competition for 18 aspiring chefs all 
aged 23 years old or younger.  Staged in Las 
Vegas, “Hell’s Kitchen: Young Guns” results 
in high stakes gastronomic challenges for the 
competitors.

Actor Will Arnett hosts season two of 
“Lego Masters,” where teams of LEGO 
enthusiasts go head-to-head with creative 
design ideas and an unlimited supply of 
LEGO bricks for ambitious brick-building 
challenges where the top teams face off for a 
$100,000 cash prize.

An even bigger cash grand size to the tune 
of $250,000 is at stake in Gordon Ramsay’s 
“Masterchef: Legends,” where culinary leg-
ends that include Morimoto and Emeril 
Lagasse must be impressed by only 15 of the 
best home cooks that will receive the cov-
eted white apron. 

Entering its fourth season on June 3rd, 
“Beat Shazam,” hosted by comedian Jamie 
Foxx, is an interactive game show that pits 
three teams against the clock and each other 
as they attempt to identify the biggest hits 
songs of all time.

“Beat Shazam” will feature a special epi-
sode during which contestants can play to 
win 2 million dollars, as well as celebrity 
episode in which talent will play for charity.  
Viewers can also play along with the show’s 
play-at-home game available exclusively on 
the Shazam app.

This August, FOX travels to “Fantasy 
Island” with an all-new version of the clas-
sic show.  “Fantasy Island” takes place at 
a luxury resort, where literally any fantasy 
requested by guests is fulfilled, although they 
rarely turn out as expected.  

Delving into the “what if” questions – 
both big and small – that keep us awake at 
night, each episode will tell emotional, pro-
vocative stories about people who arrive 
with dreams and desires and depart enlight-
ened and transformed through the magical 
realism of Fantasy Island.

Sadly, we won’t have Herve Villechaize’s 
Tattoo shouting “the plane, the plane” and 
pointing to the aircraft bringing guests to 
Fantasy Island. H

Let Young Adult Fantasy Wisk 
Into New and Enchanting Reads

Imagine The  Difference You Can MakeImagine The  Difference You Can Make

1-888-534-1146
DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

Thank A Veteran Today

Commissioner sets out to Define 
Farmers’ Insurance Gaps

With California farmers and ranchers 
finding increasing difficulty in purchas-
ing wildfire insurance, the state insurance 
commissioner directed insurance com-
panies Tuesday to provide data about the 
availability of commercial coverage for 
businesses including farms and ranches. 
The California Farm Bureau welcomed the 
action, saying it hoped the request from 
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara 
will lead to more sustainable coverage for 
farmers and ranchers. 

Water Shortages Stress 
Klamath Basin Farms

Farmers in the Klamath Basin expect to 
receive a water allocation this week from 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation—and 
all indications point to extreme shortage. 
Drought and regulations protecting fish 
species mean farmers may have little or no 
water from the federal Klamath Project. A 
leading farmer in the basin says this second 
dry year, combined with the COVID-
19 pandemic, will have a “compounding 
effect” that will hit the community hard. 

Grape Growers Face Drought,  
Wildfire Concerns

As grapevines along the North Coast 
begin pushing out new growth, farm-
ers face the prospects of preparing for 
drought while trying to recover from wild-
fire. Farmers say they may have to reduce 
crops on some vines due to lack of rain-
fall, which one Napa County grower says 
would be a “bitter pill” after losing grapes 
to smoke exposure last year. Preseason 
work by farmers includes creating buf-
fer zones to reduce the chance of wildfire 
spreading into vineyards. 

Farmers Respond as Restaurants, 
Cafeterias Begin to Reopen

The gradual reopening of restaurants, 
schools and other facilities brings changes 
for farmers who had sold crops to food-
service outlets. Sales abruptly halted a 
year ago due to the pandemic. Many farm-
ers shifted to sell subscription food boxes 
or other alternatives. Now, they’re having 
to decide how strong those markets will 
remain when restaurants and cafeterias 
reopen. One farmer says “we all have to 
stay nimble” as markets adjust.  H

Help Her Get 
Back Out There
Dear Dave,
Our daughter recently 

moved back in with us after 
she lost her job and her 
apartment. She hasn’t been 
able to find full-time work 
yet, and she had nowhere 
else to go. My husband and 
I are nearing retirement age, 
so we want to do the best 
and smartest thing to help 
her get back on her feet. 
What do you suggest?

– Joan

Dear Joan

First, you need to define 
what helping your daugh-
ter really means. What 
does it look like? In my 
mind, you haven’t helped 
her if she’s still living at 
home two or three years 
from now. Going to those 
lengths is called being an 
enabler. At the same time, 
you shouldn’t just show 
her the door and wish her 
good luck. You and your 
husband together should 

come to agreement on a 
forward-thinking plan that 
falls somewhere in the 
middle. I’m talking about 
something that allows your 
daughter a little time to 
heal and regain her dignity, 
but also includes a plan, 
expectations, and a move-
out date.

If I were in your shoes, 
there would be require-
ments attached to her 
living at home again. One 
is that she would respect 
and abide by your house-
hold rules. If she’s going 
to live in your home, she 
should be expected to 
respect her parents and 
their wishes.

Number two, she should 
be thinking about and 
working on tangible career 
steps every single day. I’m 
pretty sure she could find 
a part-time job out there 
to put a little extra money 
in her pocket. When she’s 
not earning some cash, 
she should be focusing on 
long-term career goals. 
Sending out resumés and 
filling out applications 
for full-time employment 
needs to be a priority.  

The last thing I’ll sug-
gest may sound a little 
strange, but trust me on 
this one. Right now, your 
daughter also needs some 

kind of physical activity 
on a regular basis. Exercise 
stimulates the mind, and 
she really needs that right 
now. It’ll also be great for 
her body. 

This young lady has 
been through a stress-
ful experience. She needs 
some understanding and 
support right now. At the 
same time, you don’t want 
to let her slide into bad 
habits and participate in 
promoting negative behav-
ior. Step in, help her get 
her life back on track, and 
get her out in the world 
again. All three of you will 
be glad you did!

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is  a 
seven-time #1 national 
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and 
host of The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 16 
million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, 
CBS This Morning, Today 
Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave 
has helped people regain 
control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as  CEO for  Ramsey 
Solutions. H

Dave Ramsey Says 
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Sell Your Stuff !
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Sudoku Puzzle on Page 8

Crossword Puzzle on Page 8 STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • FICTIONAL MONSTERS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. “Turkey” dance
5. X minus III
8. Accounting acronym
11. Angel’s glow
12. Like list of chores
13. Inside info
15. “National Velvet” author 
Bagnold
16. Heavy Metal band Quiet 
____
17. *Worn by monster hunt-
ers and dragonslayers
18. *Sea monster with 
atomic breath
20. Brooms and cauldrons to 
a witch, e.g.
21. Subject of biographies, 
pl.
22. ____ of Aquarius
23. Saudi’s southern 
neighbor
26. Ceremonial flight
30. “I” problem
31. Sweet-talk
34. Marine eagle
35. The Revenge of the ____, 
1984
37. ____ you sure?
38. Desires
39. Russia’s Romanov, e.g.
40. Comfy pants
42. Preceding month
43. Google Maps predeces-
sor, pl.
45. Blackbird-like birds
47. Crow sound
48. Group of professionals
50. Like a bow string
52. *Witch of Russian 
fairytales
55. ____ con carne
56. G in 1000 g., e.g.
57. Loose hood
59. Was rebroadcasted
60. Prospector’s mother?
61. Bassoon cousin
62. Nod up and down
63. *He played Dracula and 
Count Dooku
64. *Like Sendak’s Things

DOWN
1. England’s favorite drink, in French
2. *Addams Family’s Lurch: “You 
____?”
3. A dish of stewed meat
4. Waddle
5. Bridal veil fabric
6. Objects of worship
7. Just a little
8. Michael Douglas’ 1978 mystery 
thriller
9. Like the Weasleys of “Harry 
Potter”
10. Second qtr. calendar month
12. Alex Trebek’s forte
13. Drooping
14. *Jeepers ____, sing.
19. Coats with Zn
22. Tap order
23. Yiddish busybody
24. Opposite of digest
25. Like high ground
26. Pestilence pest
27. Lock horns
28. Darlene or Jacob of Ozark
29. MCAT and LSAT
32. *Amity Island fish
33. Bonanza find
36. *Transylvanian bloodsucker
38. Shylock’s practice
40. Use a Singer

41. Up until now, 2 words
44. Like luxurious sheets
46. Another name for manatee, 2 
words
48. Not kayak
49. Follow rules
50. Shakespearean “you”
51. What snob puts on
52. *Minotaur is half man, half ____
53. Mongolian desert
54. Deserter’s acronym
55. ____, The Beloved Country
58. Zeppelin predecessor

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 8

Solutions on Page 8

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 
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Tax Services Work Wanted
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Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

Real Estate

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  
Fast Free Pickup – Running or Not - 
24 Hour Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (CalSCAN)

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)
------------------------------------------------
HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU 
RECEIVE A HERNIA MESH 
PATCH between 2009- present? 
Did you suffer complications from 
removal surgery, bowel perfo-
ration, infection, abdominal wall 
tears, puncture of abdominal 
organs or intestinal fistulae after 
placement of this device? You 
may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727(Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
--------------------------------------------------
Thinking about installing a new show-
er? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! Call 1-866-945-
3038 today to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with 
subscription.) CALL 833-518-1049 
FREE Brochure. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufactur-
ers.  Call 1-844-752-8272 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
The difference in winning and losing 
market share is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. Mark Twain 
said, “Many a small thing has been 
made large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”.  So why spend your hard-
earned dollars on social media where 
you already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfi led tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Window 
washing. Wanted reduced rent for 
yard and house work for a room. 
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-21) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for resto-
ration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscheres tora t ion@
yahoo.com (CalSCAN)Health & Medical

Announcement
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Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous
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916-773-1111

Wanted- Autos

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

916 773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sell Your 
Stuff !
Reach 

1000’s of 
Readers 
Every 
Week!

CALL

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-400-
6985 www.dental50plus.
com/mpgn #6258

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your 
donation helps educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION 1-844-922-4249

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at 
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your 
FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation 

Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-888-534-1146

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-631-2596

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses.Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 866-661-0708 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/mpgn

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appeal-
ing a Denied Claim? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-888-570-0881 FREE 
Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
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S. Todd Comm, DDS
Allison N. Craig, DDS

General Dentistry
Monday - Thursday

Evening  Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. • Ste. A • Dixon
707.678.9296

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

DENTISTRY

MEDICAL SERVICES

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

(530) 662-0295
1122 Pendegast Street • Woodland

culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

jakesplumbingandrooter.com
707-249-6159

Lic. #913295

Energy Efficient Tankless 
Water Heaters

Water Treatment Units

• Water Heaters
• Remodels
• General Plumbing
• Emergency Repairs

Discounts for Military & Seniors

PLUMBING

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

 Lic #825681

GREG’S ROTOTILLING
AND LANDSCAPING 

All Phases of Landscape, Construction & Repair

Small Tractor Work | Grading | Mowing

(707) 480-3809

Since 1986

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

TO ADVERTISE WITH

THE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111

WEEKLY COMICS
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REDUCE
THE RISK
of Becoming Infected with the West Nile Virus

A number of types of sources found within residential neighborhoods are 
capable of producing enough adult mosquitoes to bother not only the residents 
of one home but a number of homes in the area. These mosquitoes are also 
capable of transmitting West Nile virus! Water left standing for seven to ten days 
can produce mosquitoes during warmer weather. There are a number of simple 
precautions that can be taken to prevent this from happening...

WHAT TO DO...TYPE OF SOURCE

Leaking faucets and broken pipes:

Water under buildings:

Roof gutters:

Septic tanks:

Impounded water:

Flower pots:

Swimming pools & Hot tubs:

Wading pools:

Swimming pool covers:

Ornamental ponds:

Bird baths:

Lawns:

Tree holes:

Water troughs:

Boats:

Containers:

Repair or replace defective parts immediately.

Install sump pump and provide drainage if possible.

Maintain roof gutters and down spouts clear of debris.

Seal and cover all openings and screen vents.

Fill if possible or provide adequate drainage.

Drain-off excess water or invert if not in use.

Use filter and skimmer daily to remove egg rafts and 
larvae. Chlorine will not kill mosquito larvae. Provide 
drainage for filter and sump pumps. When not in use, 
cover tightly.

Change water weekly. When not in use turn upside 
down.

Tighten cover to prevent sagging.

Stock with mosquito fish and remove excess vegetation 
such as leaves, and thin pond lilies occasionally.  
Maintain even water level. Screen inlet on recirculation 
pump. When cleaning pond, transfer to glass bowl - 
chlorine kills fish. If pond is no longer desired, make 
holes in bottom and fill with dirt or sand.

Change water frequently, preferably every 2-3 days

Avoid over watering.

Fill with a polymer such as Soil Moist or Broadleaf 
P4 granules which absorb water - can last for years, 
available at garden supply stores, sand or dirt, drain if 
possible - when in doubt, call a tree surgeon.

Change water weekly or stock with mosquito fish.

Use a water tight cover or store upside down.

Dispose of all unused containers that can collect 
rain or irrigation water such as tin cans, jars, barrels, 
buckets, old tires and tubs. Gardening containers such 
as vases and buckets should be stored upside down. 

Solano County Mosquito Abatement District
707.437.1116
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Fatal Traffic Collision on 
Tremont Road East of Bulkley Road

Solano Area  
California Highway Patrol

SOLANO AREA, CA (MPG) - On April 17, 
2021, at 9:30 PM, a black Ford Mustang 
was traveling at a high rate of speed on 
Tremont Road eastbound, east of Buckley 
Road.  The driver made an unsafe turn-
ing movement and allowed the vehicle 
to travel into a field where the vehicle 
overturned.  The driver and the right rear 
passenger were not wearing seat belts 
and were ejected from the vehicle.  The 

driver sustained fatal injuries and was 
pronounced deceased on scene.  The 
right rear passenger received major inju-
ries and was transported to UC Davis 
Medical Center.  The two remaining pas-
sengers received major injuries and were 
transported to Kaiser Vacaville.  Alcohol 
impairment is a suspected factor in this 
collision.

If you witnessed this collision, or have 
any information, please contact Officer 
Garcia at the CHP Solano office at 707-
428-2100.  H

Overdose Deaths Increased 
During the Pandemic

Commentary by M. K. Leach

The pandemic and excessive interven-
tion by state government contributed to a 
worsening overdose crisis within the United 
States. In 2018, drug overdose deaths fell for 
the first time in 25 years yet began to rise 
again in 2019. Since 2019, the country's 
number of drug overdose deaths continued 
to climb and were made worse by govern-
ment lockdowns. According to the CDC, 
the provisional drug overdose count shows 
a steady increase between January 2019 and 
January 2020. 

According to the Overdose Detection 
Mapping Application Program, after March 
19, 2020, 61.84% of participating counties 
experienced an increase in overdose sub-
missions. In addition, there was a 17.59% 
increase in suspected overdose submis-
sions when comparing the weeks before 
and following the commencement of state-
mandated stay-at-home orders. Overall, 
the number of overdoses increased nation-
ally. Non-fatal and fatal overdose involving 
stimulants, with and without opioids, con-
tinue to increase. Some research has found 
associations between unemployment and or 
non-labor participation and the risk of a drug 
overdose. 

The CDC released a press release in 
2020, and over 81,000 drug overdose 
deaths occurred in the United States in the 
12 months ending in May 2020. Up to that 
date, that is the highest number of overdose 
deaths ever recorded in a 12-month period, 
according to the CDC. Overdose deaths 
were already increasing preceding the pan-
demic—synthetic opioids appeared to be 
the primary driver of the increase in over-
dose deaths, increasing 38.4% within the 12 
months leading up to June 2019. Also, 37 of 
the 38 U.S. jurisdictions reported an increase 
in synthetic opioid-involved overdose 

deaths. Approximately 18 of these jurisdic-
tions reported increases greater than 50%, 
and ten western states reported over a 98% 
increase. 

Some experts believe the spike in over-
dose deaths was caused by the pandemic 
driven by increased substance use due to 
anxiety, social isolation, and depression. 
When the government began ordering peo-
ple to stay at home, not go to work, and 
forcing millions of Americans out of work, 
many people turned to drugs or alcohol to 
cope. The pandemic made it difficult for 
recovering addicts to access support, opiate 
addicts to receive treatment, and everyone in 
between that may have been struggling with 
addiction. There are numerous underlying 
factors, but the pandemic response caused a 
cascade effect impacting the most vulnerable 
when America was forced to shutter. 

People became more isolated, depressed, 
anxious, and worrisome. Young people like 
students began to struggle as schools were 
closed and students were forced to stay 
home. The CDC's Director said at a Buck 
Institute webinar that suicides and drug 
overdoses had surpassed the death rate for 
COVID-19 among highs school students. 
Lockdowns and the lack of public school-
ing constituted a disproportionally negative 
impact on young people and adults' mental 
health. The data for suicides and overdose 
deaths will not be verified for two more 
years. Still, it is apparent the excessive 
lockdowns, government intervention, and 
restrictions on life and liberty were far worse 
than the coronavirus disease COVID-19. 

Michael Leach has spent most of his 
career as a health care professional spe-
cializing in Substance Use Disorder and 
addiction recovery. He is a regular contrib-
utor to the healthcare website Addicted.
org and a Certified Clinical Medical 
Assistant. H

Disabled Americans Could Soon Face 
Healthcare Discrimination

Commentary by Angela F.  Williams

Patients with disabilities are 11 times 
more likely to die from Covid-19 than 
their able-bodied peers. That's a sober-
ing statistic. And it's why public health 
officials have prioritized these vulnerable 
patients for vaccinations.

Unfortunately, when it comes to non-
Covid matters, society doesn't always 
show the same concern. In fact, many 
states and private insurers are pushing for a 
“reform” that could deprive Americans liv-
ing with multiple sclerosis (MS), cerebral 
palsy, and other disabilities of life-saving 
medicines.

The reform relies on a metric known as a 
“quality-adjusted life year.” These QALYs 
supposedly quantify the “cost effective-
ness” of drugs by assessing the “quality” 
of an individual's life. The use of QALYs 
should concern every American, but espe-
cially those living with disabilities or 
battling chronic illnesses.

When this metric is utilized, a drug 
that delivers one year of “perfect” health 
receives one QALY. A drug that provides 
a benefit – but doesn’t return a patient to 
“perfect” – receives a fraction of a QALY.

So, by design, QALYs devalue impor-
tant treatments for chronically ill and 
disabled patients.

Since even breakthrough drugs will not 
restore perfect health in those patients, this 
puts them at a distinct disadvantage when 
it comes to accessing life-saving or life-
improving drugs and medications. While 
there is no cure for blindness, MS, or cere-
bral palsy, new drugs can still dramatically 
improve patient well-being and longevity.

The British national health system regu-
larly employs this tactic to deny coverage 
for advanced new therapies for chroni-
cally ill and disabled patients. Many other 
nations use QALY-like assessments to 
determine which medicines are available 
to patients.

The biggest advocate for their use 
stateside is the Institute for Clinical and 
Economic Review – or “ICER” – an influ-
ential Boston-based organization.

ICER’s evaluations impose brutally sim-
plistic categories on complex diseases. For 
instance, the institute splits patients with 
spinal muscular atrophy that have received 
treatment into three rudimentary catego-
ries: mobile, requiring ventilation, and 
dead.

That classification is offensively reduc-
tive. Spinal muscular atrophy is an 
extremely challenging condition that 
involves several gradients of incapac-
itation. Drugs can deliver significant 
improvements to patients' well-being with-
out moving them between those three 
categories.

Worryingly, the Institute has become 
very effective at getting large health insur-
ers to utilize its metrics in their coverage 
decisions. And now New York health offi-
cials have begun using ICER metrics in 
their state-run Medicaid program, specifi-
cally to clamp down on access to advanced 
cystic fibrosis treatments.

ICER hasn’t been the only group work-
ing to jeopardize disabled Americans’ 
access to medication.

Shortly before President Trump left 
office, his administration announced a rule 
that ties the price of physician-adminis-
tered drugs covered by Medicare to their 
cost in a select group of other developed 
nations. In doing so, then-President Trump 
imported the ruthless QALYs used abroad.

Countless Americans with disabilities 
rely on cutting-edge medications to live 
healthy, productive lives. Unfortunately, 
access to those drugs is now in jeop-
ardy because of ICER and the Trump 
administration's rule. As we navigate the 
ongoing public health crisis, we must work 
to ensure these individuals have the tools 
to thrive, not simply survive.

To truly protect the health of the one 
in four Americans living with disabilities 
today, policymakers must work to ensure 
that those most deserving of new medi-
cines are able to access them.

Angela F. Williams is president and 
CEO of Easterseals, a leading provider of 
services for people with disabilities, veter-
ans, and seniors. This piece originally ran 
in the Buffalo News.  H

Patients with disabilities are 11 times more 
likely to die from Covid-19 than their able-
bodied peers. Image by klimkin from Pixabay
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