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Wine Stroll
Returns

RACE BEGINS
The fruit of the vine will
pour easily at the upcoming
Downtown Dixon Business
Association's annual Wine
& Art Stroll set for Saturday,
August 20, starting at the
Pardi Plaza/Town Center.
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Georgina Llamas-Cruz brought her family to the School Board Meeting when she was voted into the position of Gretchen Higgins
Elementary School Principal. Pictured are Gina, Camila, Georgina and her husband Alberto Cruz, Luis, and Bianca Jimenez.
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Story and photos
by Debra Dingman
DIXON, CA (MPG) - Students at Tremont

Elementary and Gretchen Higgins
Elementary Schools will have new
Principals to greet when school starts
Wednesday, August 10 for Dixon
Unified School District.
There will also be 25 new teachers,
one new School Psychologist, and
one short term Campus Supervisor
starting in the District as well.
At a recent School Board meeting Superintendent Brian Dolan
explained the full interview process
and reported to the small audience

which included her family members
that Georgina ‘Gina’ LLamas-Cruz
is “eminently” qualified to serve as
Gretchen Higgins Principal.
“She has a teaching background
and extensive administrative background. Her life’s story matches the
experiences of many of our students
and families which has great value.
She is bilingual as well. So as we start
our 2-way bilingual immersion program I feel we have a perfect fit for
a leader at that school site,” he added.
She lives in Dixon and three of her
four children have already graduated from Dixon High School and
the last one will be starting Gretchen

Higgins this fall. Dolan mentioned
that one of her children became a
Dixon Police Officer.
“Thank you for your vote of confidence. I want to express my gratitude
for the opportunity to serve our community through being the Principal of
Gretchen Higgins,” Llamas-Cruz said.
Treva Foster, the other new Principal
will be replacing six-year Tremont
Principal Tori Peterson who resigned to
take a position in another District. She
has 26 years experience in education in
almost all grades but Kindergarten and
is also a resident of Dixon.
“Her expertise in this community
Continued on page 3

Southwest Park Delayed
By Debra Dingman
DIXON, CA (MPG) - The

swings dangle quietly,
there's no sounds of happy
children on the play structures, and the only life that
gets to enjoy what appears
as a perfect park are
the birds.
If you were wondering why the beautiful new
park in the Southwest
Development was not
open despite lush green
grass and enticing playground equipment, there
has been another delay.
But, if Taylor Builders is
successful, they'll convince
the City of Dixon to allow
them to at least open the
playground area.
About a month ago,
the City of Dixon City
Manager Jim Lindley and
Public Works Director
Louren Kotow did not
approve the "product"
because the grass was not
as filled in as they wanted,
according to Anton Garcia,
Vice President of Asset
Management for Taylor
Builders who admitted
in comparison with other
parks they've done, this

If Taylor Builders is successful, they'll convince the City of Dixon to allow them to at least open
the playground area. Photo by Debra Dingman

one was not up to par. But,
in the company's defense,
the weeds along the edges
of the property that were
not maintained by the City
spread via the winds.
"It pains me a lot not to
be able to deliver this product [right now]. We put so
much work into making it
look pristine," Garcia said.
"It is growing pains when
dealing with a project this
size. I'm working on a partial acceptance [with the

City] so children can use
the playground and have
the rest of it blocked off."
Garcia's determination to
get the park opened comes
from having his own two
children who enjoy using
parks. Garcia is native
of northern California
and holds a Bachelor of
Economics degree from
California State University,
Sacramento. He is responsible for Taylor Builders’
ground-up entitlement

projects, which require a
multitude of local government, state, and federal
approvals.
The issue of shoulder-height weeds was
brought before the council
on more than one occasion and Councilman
Jim Ernest and Kevin
Johnson were successful
in getting short-term landscaping done in that area
but too late to stop the
Continued on page 2
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ety of delicious wines and
champagnes, enjoy some
interesting artwork, and
visit with good friends and
neighbors at this year’s
Downtown Dixon Business
Associations’ Wine and Art
Stroll coming on Saturday,
August 20, 4 to 8 p.m.
Tickets are officially on
sale now.
There will also be live
music by Hattie and The
Moon Howlers arranged
by Event Chair Andria
Aguilera, owner of the
Unique Boutique in downtown Dixon.
“I’m so excited that we
have officially opened ticket
sales,” Aguilera. “We’ve
been meeting almost every
day on the planning.” She
has been working with
DDBA President Jill Orr
and other DDBA volunteers to get the event off the
ground after the past few
years without it.
“We have several new
merchants and wineries
who are anxious to host
this fun event,” said Orr.
“This is a great opportunity to showcase the diverse
businesses and services we
have to offer in downtown
Dixon.”
The DDBA sports about
25 businesses in the downtown core area and has a
mission of enhancing the
business environment while
promoting the revitalization of downtown as the
cultural center of the community. Orr says the event
has grown into a favorite
for locals and visitors alike.
It is also a great way to
expose the local vineyards
to our residents, she said.
People can save money
by buying tickets in
advance for $30 online
until August 10 or on the
DDBA website by scanning the QR Code found
on posters around town or
on the Downtown Dixon
Business Association's
Facebook Page. The price
includes a commemorative
wine glass and tasting map.
The day of the event, cost is
$35, and admission/check
in will be at the new Pardi
Plaza/Town Center in the
center of downtown, corner of First and A Streets.
Participants must be at least
21 years of age and this
event is not recommended
for children.
For more information, call Aguilera at (707)
450-6537 or the DDBA at
(707) 678-8400.
H
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Life’s too

Dixon News Briefs

SHORT

Delivery Made Easy
By Debra Dingman
Part of my job is to make sure our new
subscribers get our newspaper for the few
weeks it takes for us to get them up and
rolling on the postal delivery process. That
means I get to meet some of these new
subscribers and that’s what happened last
week in a brand-new development. The
second week, I zipped in the back route
due to construction, quickly dropped off
the paper near his doormat and headed off
to work.
Not too much later that morning I got a
call from the subscriber saying he didn’t
get a paper and I asked him if he looked
out his front door. He said yes. Then I
asked him, “By your doormat?” He said
“yes”, and I told him I had dropped it off
that morning, so he double-checked, and
I heard his door open. Nope, it wasn’t
there. I asked him about the color of his
car being tan and he said no, he had a
black car so then I was embarrassed and
told him, “Well, I am 65 so I could have
done that.” So, I brought it right over –
thank goodness for the small town and I
got to meet him, and his dog and it was
a pleasure.
As I drove back down the street, I
checked at the house I had delivered but
they apparently had already picked it up.
I hope they enjoyed the read. Maybe we’ll
get another new subscriber!
On my 5-minute commute to work, I
heard a report that the largest newspaper
company is The Wall Street Journal by
paid circulation with more than 2.2 million subscribers. Our nearby Sacramento
Bee ranks 25th with 279, 032 subscribers.
Interestingly, they noted that there were
two top producing papers in Florida.
Ranking #38 was the South Florida Sun

Sentinel in Ft. Lauderdale with 226,591
and #57 the Post in West Palm Beach with
175,495.
I was asked once by a young-voiced
caller, “Do people even read newspapers
anymore?” My answer was this: Who else
is going to write about your child’s Little
League team? Who else is going to report
on your City Council’s decisions? Small,
community newspapers are on the rise.
But until another 25-30 years when all
the Walter Cronkite news-watchers die
and my generation passes, there will be
newspaper readers. Walter Cronkite was
an American journalist who reported the
news for 19 years for the CBS Evening
News in the 1960s and 1970s and was
considered “the most trusted man in
America.”
Thousands of “feisty” small publications have not only survived the pandemic
shutdown but have bounced back thriving
because all of them have kept their role as
community servants at the forefront and
they’ve found creative ways to keep going
through good times and bad.
Our newspaper, for example, is also
online. For the younger generations who
are used to digital reading, or they choose
social media, we are there. We also
have made our newspaper more accessible with newsstands or distribution in
numerous small shops and grocery stores
like Safeway, Viva la Favorita, and
Grocery Outlet.
We responded to the labor shortage with
many of our subscribers getting mailed
copies. Subscriptions are only $39 a year
which is less than $1 per newspaper for
52 weekly newspapers. Otherwise, check
out our new newsstands around town
and enjoy reading about the good news
of Dixon! 
H

Ruhstaller Farm keeps growing and is a very popular summer spot for a variety of cold beers
and delicious food but also is a great place for watching Art & Ag movies like the one coming
on August 18 about bees. Photo by Debra Dingman

MPG Staff

Ag and Art

Summer Movie Nights are taking place
at Ruhstaller Farm, 6686 Sievers Road in
Dixon and the next one will be Thursday,
August 18, and will feature Queen of the
Sun, an award-winning movie on what
the bees are telling us. Celebrating agriculture and art through storytelling and
cinema. To learn more, go to AgAndArt
FilmFestival.com. There is no admission
charge, but adults might want to enjoy
cold refreshing beer while there.

National Night

This is a reminder that there will be NO
City Council on August 2 due to National
Night Out where neighbors are encouraged to get to know each other. In addition,
local public servants such as the Dixon
Police and Dixon Fire personnel will be
out in neighborhoods to encourage positive relationships. The Mayor and some of
the City Councilmen will also be out visiting. The other goal is to get to know your
neighbors better so folks can look out after
each which can help prevent crime.

Bag Sale

The Friendly Bookworm Bookstore run
by the Friends of the Dixon Public Library
volunteers, will host another ‘Bag Sale’ on
August 6, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 200 North
First Street, next door to the library downtown. For cash or check only, patrons may
fill a bag with books for only $5. Note
that not all books are included in the sale.
Children’s books inside are not part of the
sale, for example. All proceeds will support
the programs at the Dixon Public Library.

Parks & Rec

THIS WEEK’S SERMON

Living a balanced life
Luke 2:52
SUNDAY SERVICES

Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Worship 10:30 am
Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234

www.cornerstoneindixon.com

The City of Dixon is looking to hire a
Senior Maintenance Worker for Parks. If
you are interested, please apply by August
14, 2022. Want to know what is going on
in our parks and recreation? This coming Tuesday, July 26, at 7 p.m there will
be a City of Dixon Parks and Recreation
Meeting inside the Council Chambers,
600 East A Street. Agendas come out on

the Thursday before (usually.) Check the
city website for any possible changes.

Veterans Dinner

This week there will be a Pork Dinner
at the Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305
North First Street. This dinner is $10
and the atmosphere is informal and fun
with live music, too. Time is 6 to 8 pm.
They help support the veterans and keep
the hall open. There is also an open, no
host bar.

Grocery Mingle

If you’re looking for a fun and engaging way to promote your business, you
can join the Chamber of Commerce at the
Grocery Outlet on Wednesday, July 27
from 5 to 7 p.m. at 2400 North First Street
across from Tractor Supply. There will be
snacks, socializing, beverages, and raffle prizes. Bring your business cards and
donate a raffle prize to better promote your
organization. Call the Dixon Chamber at
(707) 678-2650 for more info.

Chamber Beer

Speaking of the Chamber, they are
holding a fundraiser raffle for a large
Yeti cooler filled with 99 bottles of micro
brews and a variety of other beers.This
was a popular fundraiser last year and the
drawing will be held in September so get
your tickets now. Proceeds help fund the
scholarship and community programs that
positively impact our community. You
must be over 21 to participate. Call (707)
678-2650 or drop by the Chamber at 220
North Jefferson Street.

Ancestor Search

Dixon History Museum monthly Coffee
Hour with Denise McBride will introduce the free FamilySearch website and
app where a family tree can be created
and viewed. You can search individuals,
historical records, and view contributions
made by others. Please bring your electronic devices. Wi-Fi will be provided for
the Coffee Hour presentation. RSVP to
save your space at 125 West A Street by
contacting: info@dixonhistoricalsociety.
org or call 707.693.3044.
H

Southwest Park Delayed
Continued from page 1
weed invasion to the hydro-seeded grass
areas of the park.
Currently, the plan is to remove the
current grass and the developers will lay
sod instead.
“That will take another six weeks but
won't take as long as the hydroseed did
and there is less chance of weeds,” he
said. After the City considers the project ‘complete,’ the care of the park is
funded through the neighbors who live
there but not through a Homeowners

Association or Assessment.
Unlike Lights and Landscape
Maintenance Districts that other parts
of town use to pay for neighborhood
upkeep, the Southwest Development
uses a more modern funding mechanism
called a CFD. A Community Facilities
District is a special tax district provided
in state law that funds the installation of
public improvements or ongoing services
within an identified area. According to
Garcia, that Southwest fund should have
plenty in it now. 
H

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP

Professional
Affordable Repairs
FAST SERVICE!

Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
ﬁskscyclery.com
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Fireworks Ordinance Modifications Needed
Story and photos
by Debra Dingman
DIXON, CA (MPG) - The sys-

tem Dixon created 11 years
ago to determine which
six nonprofits would be
selected to run a fireworks
booth ‒ where they had the
potential to make between
$20,000 and $50,000 for
their organization ‒ needs
to be tweaked.
Upon investigation from
this newspaper, numerous issues were brought
to light including the fact
that two organizations who
were allowed into the lottery this year, appeared not
to be qualified.

Fireworks Program

When Dixon Council
legalized ‘Safe and Sane’
fireworks, it was determined to have local
nonprofits run the booths.
They created a lottery with
six permits for the following categories: Youth/
Sports/Education (2 permits); Service Clubs (1
permit); Faith-based (1 permit); Veterans Organization
(1 permit); and Last
Chance (1 permit.)
Permit applications
must include the following requirements: (1)
Proof of adult members
that reside, are employed
or own a business in the
City of Dixon as of date of
application must number
more than 25 or 100-percent of the membership;
(2) The Exempt Taxpayer
ID Number; (3) Proof of
current Non-Profit Status,
Letter of Determination,
FTB 199 N or FTB 199.
Booths are normally
open 6.5 days 9 am to 10
pm including 4th of July
until 9 pm. The applicants
are given written instructions as early as March
17 when they are notified
from the Fire Department,
and they are given until
May 2 to return all required
documents. Most groups

The Soroptimist women were happy to have the opportunity to run the booth in the CVS parking lot.

utilize 20 to 40 volunteers.
Our study showed that
two of the organizations
that were awarded permits,
did not have a verifiable
means of becoming “members.” Because the applicant
signs under penalty of perjury, the requirements from
the organization are usually
not verified.
“We take them at their
word,” said Andi Horigan,
Administrative Manager
at City of Dixon Fire
Department.

Questionable
Applicants

One organization that
seemed to assure his nonprofit would be selected
entered the category of
"faith-based" with the
name Gen One 29, a Bible
verse that says: “Then God

said, “I give you every
seed-bearing plant on the
face of the whole earth and
every tree that has fruit
with seed in it. They will
be yours for food." (NIV)
The City’s lottery system
allows for only one entry
for faith-based and if there
is only one applicant, that
applicant gets in, according
to Horrigan. Last year and
this year, this was the only
entry, so it was selected
both years.
However, both last year
and this year, a call came
one week before they were
too open saying they could
not participate because
they could not get enough
workers to man the booth.
“I met with them and
expressed my concern that
an opportunity was taken
away at the last minute.

Lions Club members were kept busy in the Grocery Outlet
parking lot with their fireworks stand.

There were 14 applicants,
and they wasted a spot
two years in a row,”
said Horigan.
In our search, the State
Attorney General’s Office
Charitable Registry does
not show this entity.
On June 1, there was a
post by Gen One 29 about

Phantom Fireworks, their
supplier, at a Dixon location with the statement:
“All proceeds are donated
to agriculture research and
development” and that the
company is run by Richard
T. Williams in Dixon.
Several attempts were made
to reach him by phone or

text, but the recording said
the calls were rejected.
Social media messages went
unanswered.
In the Youth/Sports/
Education category West
Coast Impact Basketball
Academy got a spot for a
booth two years in a row.
Jen Gelpi lives in Dixon,
is listed as an LLC and
is a listed non-profit on
the State’s registry, however, social media posts are
nearly exclusive to Davis
teams with a couple rare
congratulatory posts for
Dixon Rams. Gelpi used
to coach girls and boys
in Dixon High School
basketball but said he eventually was forced out due
to exorbitant gym fees and
frustrations with the City
and schools.
“Three years ago, I made
a decision to shut down all
facilities in Dixon to save
money. The rates were
ridiculous if not impossible,” he said. He was
asked, “If your booth made
$30,000, how would that
money be spent in Dixon?”
He refused to answer.

Profits Stay Local

The profit from the hard
work of volunteers is to go
back into serving the community, said Assistant Fire
Chief John Malone who,
with Horigan, have been
working on this for the last
two years.
“There are things we’d
like to see changed in the
ordinance,” she said and
that they will pursue them.
“By November 1, the
groups are supposed to give
us a financial report, but it is
not detailed,” said Horigan.
“The Franchise Tax Board
shows what sales were and
how much tax, but we want
to see what was sold, their
expenses, and their profit.”
She hopes they have the
ordinance modified before
the beginning of next year
when the program starts all
over again. 
H

2022 School Board New Principals and Teachers
Race Begins

Julian Cuevas takes an oath for candidacy for the Dixon Unified
School District Governing Board. Photo Courtesy of Cuevas Campaign

By Debra Dingman
DIXON, CA (MPG) - On the
first day of the nomination period, Julian Cuevas
made his candidacy for
Dixon Unified School
District Governance Team
a family affair.
Joined by his expecting
wife and two children, he
officially signed and filed
his candidacy forms and
hopes to get elected on
November 8 of this year.
He was the first candidate
to file for the Dixon School
Board race.
“I am proud to be sharing this moment with my
family today as I formally
cement my commitment to
our community’s students,
teachers and families,"
Cuevas said. "As we all
continue to adapt to the

current challenges, I am
reminded of the critical
importance that our children be given access to a
quality education; that our
teachers and classified staff
are lifted, and that our parents and families are being
given the tools they need
to better support their children’s education.”
“I am ready to represent
as Dixon’s next School
Board member because we
need advocacy and leadership that prioritizes access,
student success, parent and
family engagement, mental
health and school safety. I
look forward to earning the
support of Dixon’s voters,”
he added.
The DUSD Board is
composed of five locally
elected public officials
entrusted with governing

the community’s public
schools. In addition, the
Superintendent also serves
as a member of the district’s governance team and
has responsibilities to support Board operations and
decision-making.
If Cuevas wins, he will
join Melissa Maseda and
David Bowen who were
elected in 2020. Maseda, a
former teacher and now a
stay-at-home mom, was first
appointed to the Board and
ran at the end of that term
unopposed but campaigned
in 2020 alongside Bowen, a
5th grade teacher at Travis
Elementary School. Their
terms end in 2024.
Trustee Jewel Fink who
was elected in 2018 will
be seeking re-election. She
has two adult sons who are
local business owners, five
grandchildren who live and
work locally, and two great
granddaughters attending
Dixon schools.
Also, serving on the
B o a r d i s D r. L l o y d
McCabe who was elected
in 2018 and who also plans
to run for reelection. He
served as a high school
teacher and administrator, California Department
of Education consultant
and administrator, and
University of California,
Davis lecturer.
Ian Arnold also pulled
papers. After serving her
community for ten years as
a Trustee and most recently
as the President of the
Board, Caitlin O'Halloran's
term is expiring. 
H

Continued from page 1
is really, really highly
regarded” Dolan said
who added that he
and Nick Girimonte,
Assistant Superintendent
of Educational Services,
had been talking to Foster
about moving up to a
Principal for at least the
past several five years but
the timing was not right in
her family life but “now
is.” Foster thanked the
Board for their vote of
confidence.
Of the 25 new teachers,
three will be at Gretchen
Higgins Elementary:
Nichole Beckius-3rd
grade; Steven HaynesScience Prep; and
Michelle Samayoa-5th
grade. The five at Tremont
Elementary are Susan
Peccianti-3rd grade;
Sarah Portugal-Resource
Special Program; Monica
Robbins-1st grade;
Victoria Sanguinetti-3rd
grade; and Tara Weiand2nd grade.
Dixon High School will
get ten: Haley BlackwellLife Science/Biology;
Karen Dace- Special Ed;
Julie Daseking-English;
Kristen Gewecke-Special
Ed; Alaina Gibbons-Math;
Ana Gonzales-Social
Science; Stephanie KeisoBiology/Chemistry;
Steven Khansefid-Ag;
Biridiana Meza LunaMath; and Mark Patena,
PE.
The four at John Knight
Middle School are Laura
Burnett-ELD (Engli h
Language Development;)
Erone Cao-Science; Tasha
Storm-Science; and Lori

Treva Foster is the new Tremont Elementary School Principal.

With-Math. The three at
Anderson Elementary
are Cheryl Gabby-RTI
(Response to Intervention;)
Kayla
Garcia-3rd
Grade; and Justin
McGrew-Kindergarten.
In other school news,
it was announced that
the first of a 2-phase
Modernization Project
was decided upon for a
Full Site Design Survey
of Anderson Elementary
in the amount of $34,475.
Dolan also updated on the
DHS Agricultural buildings Project Phase II which
included summer electrical work that will help get
their livestock program up
and running and greenhouse work that will be
completed by the end of

September. The “hold up”
has been restroom requirements, Dolan said.
There are three
seats open for the next
School Board 4-year
term that will be up for
vote this November.
Board President Caitlin
O’Halloran will not seek
re-election but Jewel Fink
and Lloyd McCabe both
will. Melissa Maseda and
David Bowen's terms do
not expire for another
two years.
Dixon USD Governing
Board meetings are held
on the first and third
Thursday of each month at
6 p.m. in the City Council
Chambers, 600 East A
Street and they are also
H
held via Zoom. 
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Governor Signs Dodd’s
Troubled Bullet Train Project
Wildlife Conservation Bill
Given a Reprieve

By Dan Walters
CALMatters.org
In 2019, just weeks
after being inaugurated
as California’s governor,
Gavin Newsom issued
what many took as a death
knell for the state’s troubled bullet train project.
“But let’s be real,”
Newsom told legislators in
his first State of the State
address. “The current project, as planned, would cost
too much and respectfully
take too long. There’s been
too little oversight and not
enough transparency.
“Right now, there simply isn’t a path to get
from Sacramento to San
Diego, let alone from
San Francisco to L.A.,”
Newsom said. “I wish
there were. However, we
do have the capacity to
complete a high-speed rail
link between Merced and
Bakersfield.”
It seemed as though
Newsom wanted to finish
the initial phase in the San
Joaquin Valley and then
give up on a statewide link
between the San Francisco
Bay Area (and perhaps
Sacramento) and Southern
California.
The reaction from project supporters, particularly
construction unions, was
swift and sharply negative
and Newsom claimed that
reporters misinterpreted his
intentions.
“I just think people in

the media should pause
before they run headlines
and actually consider the
facts and maybe even ask
the person that’s stating
things before they run with
things,” Newsom said.
“That’s the deep lesson I
learned in this.”
He insisted that he
wasn’t abandoning a statewide system, but wanted to
concentrate first on completing a working portion
in the San Joaquin Valley.
That limited goal, however,
also has vexed the governor as costs continued to
rise and work slowed to
a crawl.
Seizing on Newsom’s
words, President Donald
Trump’s administration
tried to claw back a nearly
$1 billion federal grant
for the project that predecessor Barack Obama had
awarded. When Joe Biden
became president, the grant
was restored.
Last year, Newsom
asked the Legislature to
appropriate the $4.2 billion
remainder of a $9.95 billion bond issue that voters
approved in 2008 to build
the system, but legislative
leaders balked, saying, in
essence, that it would be
money down a rathole and
would be better spent on
local and regional transit
projects.
The stalemate over the
bond money lasted for a
year but in June, Newsom
bought off legislative naysayers by providing $3.65
billion from the state’s
huge budget surplus for the
local projects in return for
freeing the bond money.
However, the compromise also included an
inspector general’s position to oversee the High
Speed Rail Authority,

which outside critics have
faulted for delays and cost
overruns.
“They know that
with the inspector general that they’re going to
be watched,” Assembly
Speaker Anthony Rendon,
one of the sharpest critics,
said. “They’re going to be
held accountable.”
There has been some
c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n c l u ding a bridge over the San
Joaquin River near Fresno,
but having tracks that will
carry trains is years away
and heavy expenses loom
for electrification and rolling stock. Newsom has
also expanded the San
Joaquin section on both
ends to Merced in the
north and Bakersfield in
the south, which carries its
own price tag.
It could be a decade,
or more, before trains
actually begin carrying
passengers between the
two cities, but without connecting Bakersfield to Los
Angeles and Merced to
San Francisco, the segment
would be little more than
an amusement park ride.
As it stands – and as
Newsom said in that 2019
speech ‒ there are no
plans to finance multi-billion-dollar extensions to
make the bullet train a real
transportation alternative.
He seems to be content to
provide enough money to
maintain construction for
the remainder of his governorship and leave it to his
successor – or successors –
to decide what to do after
that.
Dan Walters has been
a journalist for nearly
60 years, spending all
but a few of those years
working for California
H
newspapers. 

Office of Sen. Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On July 19, 2022,

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation
from Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, that will help
ensure the conservation of wildlife habitats
in California through public-private partnerships with the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife.
“Collaboration is the key to maintaining
sustainable hunting lands in California,” said
Sen. Dodd, who co-chairs the Legislature’s
Outdoor Sporting Caucus. “Many in the
outdoor sporting community are the most
conservation-minded because they want to
pass on to future generations the opportunities they have had. In 2010, the Legislature
established the Big Game Management
Account, funded by hunting license fees, to

pay for research and habitat restoration to
benefit big-game species. Senate Bill 370
clarifies the law to allow public and private
entities, including nonprofit organizations
and federally recognized tribes, to continue their valuable habitat work. Doing so
is critical to achieving program objectives
including contracting for aerial surveys and
captures of wild sheep, as well as important
research at institutions like UC Davis and
Humboldt State University.
SB 370 is sponsored by the California
Deer Association and the California chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation and is
supported by more than a dozen outdoor
sporting organizations. It was approved with
overwhelming support of both the Assembly
and Senate before being sent to the governor’s desk for a signature. 
H

L E G A L A D V E RT I S I N G
Dixon’s Independent Voice Adjudicated For and By the County of Solano
Adjudication No. FCS030046–November 24, 2008

Legal Advertising
P.O. Box 14, Carmichael, CA 95609

Legal Advertising Hotline 916-483-2299
Legal Advertising Fax 916-773-2999

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001092

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-000981

The following persons are doing business as: Blue Monarch
Medical Transport, 300 Crescent
Drive, Apt. 266, Vacaville, CA
95688.
Blue
Monarch
Medical
Transport, LLC, 300 Crescent
Drive, Apt. 266, CA 95688. Date
Filed in Solano County: June
7, 2022. The Registrant commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920
A Fictitious Name Statement
generally expires at the end
of five years from the date on
which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as
provided in subdivision (b) of
section 17920, where it expires
40 days after any change in the
facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration June 6, 2027. The
filing of this statement does not
itself authorize the use in this
state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14411
ET SEQ., business, and professions code.)
Publish: July 8, 15, 22 & 29, 2022
BLUE
7-29-22

The following persons are doing
business as: Ryan Darrall Wine,
2650 Cordelia Road, Fairfield,
CA 94534.
Ryan Darrall Wine LLC, 3154
Highway 128, Unit B, Calistoga,
CA 94515. Date Filed in Solano
County: June 27, 2022. The
Registrant commenced to transact business under the above
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920
A Fictitious Name Statement
generally expires at the end of
five years from the date on which
it was filed in the office of the
county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new fictitious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration June 26, 2027. The filing
of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: July 29, August 8, 12 & 19, 2022
RYAN
8-19-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001154

The following persons are doing business as: Educational
Records Evaluation Service,
2480 Hilborn Road, #106,
Fairfield, CA 94534.
Educational Records Evaluation
Service, 2480 Hilborn Road, #106,
Fairfield, CA 94534. Date Filed in
Solano County: July 6, 2022. The
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the above business name on: 2/5/2018
This Business is conducted
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision
(a) of section 17920 A Fictitious
Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from
the date on which it was filed in
the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration July 5, 2027. The
filing of this statement does not itself authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: July 29, August 8, 12 & 19, 2022
EDUCATIONAL
8-19-22

LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?
Call

916-773-1111

Budget Invests to Help Fully Restore
California's Tourism Economy
Aug

06 Faith & Family

Night

Enjoy a Post Game fireworks
show Presented by Sutter Health

Aug

Dorados
game
16 Where
your River cats
become your Dorados

These funds will be used to supplement Visit California’s proven tourism efforts by providing
direct support for domestic tourism marketing programs. Photo courtesy of Pixabay

Visit California
News Release
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The new state budget

agreed upon by Gov. Gavin
Newsom and state lawmakers will include $15
million in marketing funds
to support the ongoing
recovery of California’s
tourism economy.
These funds will be
used to supplement Visit
California’s proven tourism efforts by providing
direct support for domestic tourism marketing
programs aimed at driving increased travel to
destinations and communities throughout
California.
The new funding builds
on the state’s previous
investment of $95 million
in tourism marketing stimulus in 2021, which has
been critical to reviving
the state’s hard-hit tourism sector and accelerating
the travel industry’s path to
recovery.
Visitor spending in

California grew 46%
last year compared to
2020, totaling $100.2
billion, according to
Visit California’s 2021
Economic Impact Report.
Updated economic projections now forecast that
travel spending will reach
2019 levels by 2023 – a
year earlier than previous
estimates.
“California’s travel and
hospitality industry is
grateful to Gov. Newsom
and the Legislature for
including $15 million
in the state budget to
continue the tourism economy’s recovery from the
devastating pandemic,”
said Visit California
President and CEO
Caroline Beteta. “The
state funding will supplement the travel industry’s
contribution and allow
Visit California to continue marketing programs
across the nation to inspire
travel to the Golden State.
The $95 million allocated
by the Legislature a year
ago helped California

reclaim its nation-leading
tourism market share and
reestablish itself as one
of the state’s most reliable job producers. This
$15 million contribution
will help finish the job and
bring California’s tourism
economy back to pre-pandemic levels in 2023.”
This stimulus will provide additional resources
t h a t w i l l h e l p Vi s i t
California close the gap
in the state’s uneven
tourism recovery by
supporting marketing programs aimed at promoting
family travel, professional
meetings and travel to
California’s urban hubs,
which continue to be disproportionately impacted
by the pandemic.
Initial projections estimate that the state’s $15
million investment in
tourism marketing stimulus will generate at
least $4 billion in visitor spending at California
businesses and create
37,600 travel and hospitality jobs. 
H
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Riley Reviews
‘WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING’
A POIGNANT TALE OF RESILIENCE
A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley
“WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING”
RATED PG-13
A literary phenomenon that skyrocketed
to the top of bestseller lists with over 12
million copies sold, Delia Owens’ “Where
the Crawdads Sing” began its journey to
the big screen when Reese Witherspoon
picked it for her book club.
Mind you, my tastes run to nonfiction,
mostly to history and biographies, and thus
the fiction novel “Where the Crawdads
Sing” as the origin for the movie of the
same title never came across my radar.
Moreover, Delia Owens, with college
degrees in zoology and animal behavior, had a successful career as a wildlife
scientist who spent years in the African
wilderness chronicling observations of
wildlife for nonfiction books that she
authored.
As a wildlife biologist studying nature
in remote areas, Owens was inspired even
from her childhood experience living in
the woods to create a captivating mystery about an abandoned child who raised
herself to adulthood in the dangerous
marshlands of North Carolina.
There is an obvious built-in audience
for the cinematic adaptation of “Where
the Crawdads Sing,” and I will leave it
to others to determine how faithful the
screenplay by Lucy Alibar is to the source
material.
Some may feel the result is overheated
Southern melodrama with the contrivances
of an underdog story, a murder mystery, a
criminal trial and romantic conflicts mixed
into the story of an isolated and resilient
outsider stuck in a backwater area.
The setting is 1969 and two kids riding
bikes in the marshlands outside of Barkley
Cove, North Carolina come across the
body of a young man who may have fallen
to his death from a forsaken fire tower.
Chase Andrews (Harris Dickinson),
once the town’s star quarterback and now
heir apparent to a successful business,
turns out to be the victim of ostensible
foul play. The townsfolk are quick to target Kya Clark (Daisy Edgar-Jones) as the
culprit.
The young adult Kya is the mythic
“Marsh Girl,” an outsider who has lived
her entire life in a shack so deep in the
marshlands it can only be accessed on foot
or by a small motorboat.
As a suspect in the murder of Chase, Kya
is fortunate to be taken on as a pro bono
case by retired local defense attorney Tom
Milton (David Strathairn), who recognizes
his swamp-dwelling client has never been
treated fairly by the tightknit community.
Little is known and much is assumed

Thank

about the “Marsh Girl” by almost everybody in Barkley Cove, and for our benefit
there are flashbacks as far back as 1953,
when young Kya (Jojo Regina) finds her
life thrown into dysfunctional turmoil.
Her father (Garret Dillahunt) is a cruel,
abusive drunk whose physical violence
drives Kya’s mom (Ahna O’Reilly) to
leave with one suitcase and never return,
and she’s soon followed by all four of
Kya’s older siblings.
Life with father is hardly ideal. Kya
tries to stay clear of his furious eruptions
so as to avoid physical aggression. But
fairly soon the father also disappears,
abandoning Kya to the fate of raising herself in the marsh.
Amazingly, Kya proves to be precocious
for someone so young and uneducated,
demonstrating an ability to be self-reliant by gathering mussels to barter with the
kindly owners of a bait-and-tackle shop.
The shop owners are Jumpin’ (Sterling
Macer Jr.) and Mabel (Michael Hyatt),
apparently the only Black people in this
rural area, and they turn out to be as close
to surrogate parents for Kya as practically
no one else pays attention to her.
But then in her teenage years, Kya is
befriended by Tate Walker (Taylor John
Smith), who we don’t know much about
other than he spent a lot of time in the
swamps. Over time, Tate teaches Kya how
to read and write, and eventually they fall
in love.
Much is expected of Tate, and he goes
off to college with the promise to return
for the 4th of July fireworks. Time passes
without any sight of Tate, and then Kya
meets Chase, an arrogant rich boy who
seems to be an unlikely suitor.
For his part, Chase is the opposite of
Tate, and his interest in Kya never really
seems sincere, which becomes readily
apparent on the occasion that Kya runs into
him with his family during a rare trip into
town.
The courtroom drama of Kya’s murder
trial may be the least compelling aspect of
this film insofar as the theatrics are subdued and the evidence presented by the
prosecution appears to lack the substance
that a smart defense lawyer could not
refute in a closing argument.
“Where the Crawdads Sing” tugs at the
heartstrings with its rooting interest in the
hope that Kya will be acquitted of the murder charge and find a lifetime of happiness
with true love.
A very satisfying and mesmerizing performance by Daisy Edgar-Jones, who must
overcome so many slights and disrespect
from the townspeople, keeps the audience
thoroughly engaged, and hopefully fans of
the novel will feel the same.
H

Booked For Your Next Vacation
These summer books are the perfect reads to throw in your bag on your next vacation.
Whether you are jet-setting off or spending it at home, these stories will take readers on
thrilling adventures and the journey of self-discovery.

Before Takeoff by Adi Alsaid

James and Michelle never thought this
would be the day their lives would change.
For two teens that couldn’t be more opposite, their overwhelming curiosity about a
flashing green light was the perfect conversation for a day filled with airport delays.
Little did they know what would happen
when they decided to push it. After all what
could really happen?
Within moments the world they once
knew fliped, making the impossible their
new reality. Snow began to fall in B terminal, jungles vines took over C terminal, and
flower fields bloomed through every inch
of the D terminal. Tensions rose as earthquakes split the terminal, and dinosaurs
were reported. Could pushing the flashing
green button do this? Now on a mission for
survival and answers, they must team up to
fix what they did and maybe even leave a
door open for romance.
Jumanji meets an airport terminal in
this summer’s fast-paced read, Before
Takeoff. Readers are taken on the adventure of a lifetime with nightmare visions,
heart-pounding scenarios, and the determination to survive. Sitting at the airport will
never feel the same.

Spineless by Samatha San Miguel

Algie Elmsworth’s dreams come true
when he is sent to an asthma health resort
in Florida. With so many unexplored
swamps, Florida is a future-scientist’s treasure trove, and that is precisely what Algie
plans on doing. But when he discovers a

In accordance with the Government Code section 54953(d), the Dixon Planning Commission will hold a
PUBLIC HEARING to consider the following project:
PROJECT:
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2299 North First Street (Rotten Robbies) - Request for a Conditional Use Permit
for a Public Convenience and Necessity (PCN) determination to allow the previously
approved, but not yet built, Rotten Robbies Convenience store, to have a Type 21
alcohol license which would permit the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for off-site
consumption. A PCN determination is required because the California Department of
Alcohol and Beverage Control has determined that the area has an over-concentration of
these types of licenses. A PCN determination is therefore needed. This is done through
the Conditional Use Permit entitlement.; APN: 0108-110-450; Zoning District: Service
Commercial – Planned Development (CS-PD); Rotten Robbies, owner, Lewis Land
Developers, LLC, applicant; File No: PA22-25, UP22-03
The California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) requires that this project be
reviewed to determine if a study of potential environmental effects is required. It has
been determined that this project will not have a significant effect on the environment
and no environmental review will be completed. This project qualifies for a Categorical
Exemption from the provisions of the CEQA Guidelines under 14 CRR Section 15332,
[Class 32: In-fill development]. If the Planning Commission determines that this project
is in an environmentally-sensitive area, further study may be required.

Be a part of something important

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Tin Man by Justin Madson
After the recent death of her grandmother, Solar is reeling to discover her
purpose. Campbell, an awkward metal
woodsman, longs for more in his life and
decides a heart will make him feel whole.
A wonderful deep journey that will have
readers falling for the characters’ backstories and their struggle to discover who
they are and where they belong. Fullcolor art beautifully highlights the story
while lending to the overall emotion.On
a journey of acceptance, self-discovery,
friendship, and discovering where you
belong, the Tin Man is the perfect graphic
novel for fans of Freaks and Geeks and the
Wizard of Oz.
H

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE DIXON PLANNING COMMISSION

A Veteran Today

Local Writers Wanted

new species in the springs by the resort,
he is shocked and knows it is up to him to
keep it a secret in order to save them.
Now with rumors of a curse that has
fallen on the hotel, a collector of exotic animals who would want this discovery for
himself, and strange wounds popping up
on hotel guests, it is up to Algie to uncover
the truth in order to save them all.
Samantha San Miguel beautifully combines the late nineteenth-century, beautiful
fauna, exotic species, scientific discoveries, curses, and a determined team of
budding scientists on this summer’s breakout middle-grade adventure. A story of
empowerment, determination, adventure,
and imagination Spineless is sure to have
its readers running for the nearest pond
with their microscope.

HEARING DATE
& LOCATION:

Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 7:00 pm. This meeting will be physically open to the
public. All members of the public may participate in the meeting by attending the
meeting or remotely participating via video conferencing at http://www.zoom.us or
via teleconference by calling (669) 900-9128 (Entering Meeting ID: 988 621 1137 and
Passcode: 604754) and will be given the opportunity to provide public comment.

MORE
INFORMATION:

Contact Scott Greeley, Associate Planner at (707) 678-7000 ext. 1115 or
sgreeley@cityofdixon.us. You can also come to City Hall, 600 East A St, Dixon, CA
95620 to look at the file for the proposed project. The office is open weekdays from
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You can also view the staff report 72 hours before the meeting at
https://www.cityofdixon.us/MeetingAgendasMinutesVideos.

WHAT WILL
HAPPEN:

All interested parties are invited to attend the public hearing to express opinions or submit
evidence for or against the proposed application. Testimony from interested persons will
be heard and considered by the Planning Commission prior to making any decision on
the application.
The meeting will be physically open to the public and all persons attending the meeting
must abide by all State rules and public health guidelines, regarding masking and social
distancing in City Council chambers.

PUBLIC
COMMENTS:

Prior to 4:30pm on the day of the meeting, written comments can be: 1) emailed to
PlanningCommission@cityofdixon.us or 2) mailed/dropped off to: City of Dixon,
Planning Commission, 600 East A St, Dixon, CA 95620 and must be received by 4:30pm
on the day of the hearing. Copies of written comments received will be provided to the
Planning Commission and will become part of the official record, but will not be read
aloud at the meeting.
You may also attend the public hearing at the time and location listed above or
participate remotely, to provide comments during the meeting. To speak or provide
comments remotely during public comment period, you may 1) via video conferencing
click on “raise hand” 2) via teleconference press *9, or 3) email comments/questions to
publiccomment@cityofdixon.us

At the above time and place, all letters received will be noted and all interested parties will be heard. If
you challenge in court the matter described above, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered at,
or prior to, the above referenced public hearing (Government Code Section 65009 (b)(2)).
Appeals of decisions by the Planning Commission to the City Council shall be made in person at Dixon
City Hall by completing the appeal application and submitting the required fee, within 10 calendar days of a
decision (Dixon Municipal Code Sections 17.01.050 or 18.40).
Upon request, the agenda and the documents in the meeting agenda packet can be made available to
persons with a disability. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City encourages those
with disabilities to participate fully in the public meeting process. Any person requiring special assistance to
participate in the meeting should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) or (707) 678-1489 (TTY) at least 48 hours prior
to the meeting.
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L ocal Classified
Announcement

Financial Services

Health & Medical

Miscellaneous

Real Estate

NEW
AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing
will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE author submission kit! Limited
offer! Why wait? Call now:
1-855-667-0380
(CalCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be
debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-888508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)

HERNIA REPAIR? DID
YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA
MESH PATCH between
2009- present? Did you
suffer complications from
removal surgery, bowel perforation, infection, abdominal wall tears, puncture of
abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae after placement of this device? You
may be entitled to compensation. Attorney Charles
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
(Cal-SCAN)

Will juice in your home for
you. Have juicer will travel.
Used juicers wanted. 916
370-0858

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company
www.viploan.
com Call 818 248-0000
Broker-principal
DRE
01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Become
a
Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted
by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-877-538-9554 or
visit
http://dorranceinfo.
com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup –
Running or Not - 24 Hour
Response - Maximum
Tax Donation – Help Find
Missing Kids! Call 1-888491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV
DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news
and entertainment anywhere. More top premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- 1-888-641-5762. (CalSCAN)
AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get More For Your
High-Speed Internet Thing.
Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (SCAN)

Child Care

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation
Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 877-372-0408

Health & Medical
Applying
for
Social
Security
Disability
or
Appealing
a
Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon &
Assoc. Our case managers simplify the process &
work hard to help with your
case. Call 1-844-998-1460
FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)](Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION DIABETICS!
Save money on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips, insulin
pumps, catheters and
more! To learn more, call
now!
1-855-702-3408.
(Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One G5.
1-6 flow settings. Designed for
24 hour oxygen use. Compact
and Lightweight. Get a Free
Info kit today: 1-844-359-3976
(CalSCAN)
Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. The most
advanced medical alert
product on the market. Voiceactivated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer? call and mention offer code CARE20 to get
$20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today? 1-844-790-1673.
(Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Changing The Future Outcome)
has the best CBD oil available. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com c
Insurance/Health
Lowest Prices on Health
Insurance. We have the
best rates from top companies! Call Now! 1-888-9894807. (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
The difference in winning and losing market
share is how businesses
use their advertising dollars. CNPA’s Advertising
Services’ power to connect
to nearly 13 million of the
state’s readers who are an
engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable marketing solution.
For more info call Cecelia
@ (916) 288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Become a published author! Publications sold at
all major secular & specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith
Publishing
for
your
FREE author submission kit. 1-877-330-3936
Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again! Call
1-866-945-3038 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation. (Cal-SCAN)
The difference in winning
and losing an election is
how campaign dollars are
spent. Get the best ROI
by using our deep relationships in every community
in California. Our on-theground knowledge is indispensable to campaigns
that want results. For more
info on multi-market ethnic
and non-ethnic solutions
call Cecelia @ (916) 2886011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Pets

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal

Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

NEW
YEAR
LAND
SALE - Final week! 5
Acre Creekfront or Creek
Access Tracts. 20+ mile
views. Prime location near
Kerrville. 45 minutes to San
Antonio. Enjoy incredible
Hill Country living! High
speed internet. Excellent
financing. MUST SEE! Call
1-877-888-7579, ext 564.
CreeksideatCampVerde.
com
(Cal-SCAN)

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)

w w w.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

GOT LOCAL NEWS?
Call 916-773-1111

For Rent

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip
as an area spray to control lyme
disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, &
mosquitoes where they breed. At
Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.
com). (Cal-SCAN)

AIRLINE
CAREERS

Services

Wanted

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE
QUOTE from America’s Most
Trusted Interstate Movers.
Let us take the stress out
of moving! Speak to a
Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified
Professionals.
Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Tax Services
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &
bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 1-855-9702032 (CalSCAN)

START HERE

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

Advertise in

Is it time to declutter
and clean your garage
and house? I can help!
And I prune and weed
and
wash
windows.
References, College grad.
Call Tim, 916-370-0858.
(MPG 12-31-21)

916 773-1111

or Car Today!

(818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Work Wanted
Classified
Advertising

Donate A Boat

your local
community
newspaper.
Call
916 773-1111

Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • THE 1970S
CLUES
ACROSS
1. Come clean, with “up”
5. *_____-a-Soup, launched
in 1972
8. Hefty volume
12. Maui party
13. Detective’s assignment
14. One that insists
15. Seed covering
16. Dull pain
17. Waltz, in France
18. *Francis Ford Coppola’s
“The ____”
20. Part of an eye
21. H. pylori consequence
22. Labor org.
23. *”Feathered” 1970s icon
26. One who delivers coal
30. *1978’s “Night Fever”
spent 8 weeks in this
Billboard slot
31. Fire-breathing monster,
Greek mythology
34. Type of list
35. Open-mouthed
37. Acorn producer
38. Glossy fabric
39. Denim innovator
40. Enlist or talk into (2
words)
42. Golf accessory
43. Gracefully thin
45. Meat and vegetable stew
47. Stumblebum
48. One way to prepare
an egg
50. Chicken pox mark
52. *Type of 1970s shoes
56. Top dog
57. Laughing on the inside,
in a text
58. Bye, to Sophia Lauren
59. *1971’s “Sooner or ____”
by the Grass Roots
60. *”Beneath the Planet of
the ____”
61. Very light brown
62. Research facil.
63. *Progressive rock band
of “Roundabout” fame
64. Fishing pole spool

Classiﬁed
Advertising
Sell Your Stuﬀ!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111
LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

We Can Do That!

Call to place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

DOWN
1. Capture the ____
2. Continental capital
3. Aforementioned
4. Substance with rotten egg smell
5. Secret stash
6. Theater employee
7. Jury member
8. *Olivia Newton-John’s 1978
co-star
9. Eye amorously
10. Table hill
11. Before, to a bard
13. Can’t-get-it-off-one’s-mind kind
14. Throat dangler
19. Winged
22. Charge carrier
23. Young horses
24. *One of three 1970s TV
crime-fighting women
25. Plunder
26. *”I’d like to buy the world a
____”
27. “Semper Fidelis” to U.S.
Marines, e.g.
28. Bye, to Edith Piaf
29. Group of nine singers
32. *”Rich Man, ____ Man”
miniseries
33. As opposed to mishap
36. *Salvador Allende successor

38. Chow down
40. Game official, for short
41. Inflammation of iris
44. Capital of Senegal
46. Footstuffs merchant
48. North face, e.g.
49. Intensely dislikes
50. Architectural drawing
51. Prefers
52. *Neil Simon’s “The Sunshine
Boys,” e.g.
53. *”Interview with the Vampire”
author
54. Kate Winslet as ____ of
Easttown
55. *”____ Train”
56. *”Thrilla in Manila” winner
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Knocking Down Barriers and Beer Cans
The story of River Cats outfielder Austin Dean
Story and photos
by Shaun Holkko,
sports editor
WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Have you ever seen that viral

video from September 2019
when a Miami Marlins outfielder
threw a baseball at a tower of
beer cans? If you haven’t, you’re
missing out.
The Major League Baseball
(MLB) player who participated in such a unique, in-game,
event was Austin Dean, who
is now with the San Francisco
Giants’ Triple-A affiliate, the
Sacramento River Cats. The
viral moment occurred on Sept.
20, 2019, during a matchup
between the Marlins and eventual World Series Champions,
Washington Nationals, a game
that the Nationals won 6-4.
Dean’s game within the game
didn’t take place in just any regular season affair. The video of
Dean recorded by a fan went
viral across the country on the
same day that Miami suffered
its 100th loss of the season.
Therefore, some fans in attendance at what was once known
as “Marlins Park,” now known
as LoanDepot Park, needed
some extra entertainment to
get through the end of what
had been a tough season for
Marlins fans.
“The funny thing about it
was, is that they had already
started that pyramid by inning
one. So, it was working its way
up,” Dean told the Messenger
Publishing Group with a smile
before taking on the El Paso
Chihuahuas at Sutter Health
Park on June 22. “It was (being
built at) the AutoNation Alley
(Deck) so there were quite a
few people. There were at least
three guys.”
Dean was impressed with the
commitment and determination
of the three gentlemen building

River Cats outfielder Austin Dean leads off from second base during a 13-5 victory over the El Paso Chihuahuas on
June 22 at Sutter Health Park in West Sacramento.

the pyramid. The video, originally posted by the Marlins’
Twitter account, shows the pyramid at a strong and sturdy 54
cans by the time Dean caved
into the fanatics’ demands.
“The seventh inning rolls
around and it’s huge, it’s at its
peak,” Dean said. “I finally
looked at them like, “you know
what, whatever, I’ll give it a
shot.’ I finally looked at them
and gave them the nod.”
By that point, Dean was in,
and operation beer can pyramid
was a go! The 28-year-old outfielder, who was 26 at the time,
slowly walked towards the fans
standing in left-center field,
lined it up, and as NBA broadcaster Mike Breen would say,
“BANG,” bullseye. Dean didn’t
take down the entire pyramid,
but he perfectly nailed the single
beer can standing atop the fivestory creation.

“My biggest thing was like,
‘alright, I can’t go short here,
you can’t miss it,’ right? Just
aim for the vicinity of the area
and just hope we knock some
down, right? I throw the ball,
had a little cut on to it, and it was
just perfect,” Dean explained.
“Knocks the top can over, they
go nuts.”
His teammates at the time
doubted him, but the video evidence spoke for itself, garnering
3.4 million views just on Twitter
with what Dean described as a
“fun moment.”
“After the end of the game,
(my) phone is just blowing
up,” Dean recalled. “Probably
300-500 messages, just like notifications about all that going on.
I was like, ‘this is absolutely
incredible.’ If you get me to do
that again, there’s no chance that
I could do that again. I wasn’t
looking for clout.”

Dean explained that the video
gets posted randomly, once or
twice a year, by various baseball accounts on social media.
However, the various accounts
usually don’t tag him in the
video because nobody seems to
remember that he was the guy
that made the moment happen!
As for Dean’s career on the
field, he was traded from the
Marlins in January 2020 to the
St. Louis Cardinals, who have
arguably the best fans in all of
MLB according to many.
“I would agree, they have
probably one of the best fan
bases in baseball,” Dean said.
“Especially playing in Busch
Stadium as a Cardinal is awesome. I’ve played as an opponent
as well and I can even say, it was
even great there. Everybody was
super nice in the outfield. That’s
the epitome of baseball right
there, (with) amazing fans and

an amazing atmosphere as well.”
Dean spent the 2018 and 2019
seasons with Miami before playing two seasons in St. Louis in
2020 and 2021. On Nov. 5, 2021,
the Giants claimed Dean off
waivers. In March 2022, he was
designated for assignment and
began his career as a River Cat.
“Austin comes to play every
day and he’s the same guy,”
River Cats manager Dave
Brundage told MPG on June 22.
“He might be goofy at times,
(but) he’s here to play and wants
to win, he wants to succeed and
he brings a lot of energy every
single day. I appreciate that from
a manager’s standpoint, somebody that loves to play the game
and plays it correctly.”
So far this season for
Sacramento, Dean has a (.249)
batting average with 11 home
runs, 36 RBI and 68 strikeouts in
68 games played.
“He is really good in the clubhouse and has been a really good
leader,” River Cats hitting coach
Damon Minor said about Dean
to MPG in a phone interview
on June 23. “On the field, he
has been a really good strength
(for us).”
Dean and his wife are expecting a baby in December and the
gender is being kept a secret to
be shared among close friends
and family. However, the
28-year-old did indicate that
when he found out the gender
on June 20, it made him, “really,
really, really happy,” so take that
as you may.
“I was very fortunate enough
that the Giants got to pick me
up,” Dean said. “I got put on
waivers during spring training and it’s not something that
you want to go through. But at
the same time, I still got a job,
which I’m happy about, and this
is a time where I need to reflect
and find ways to get better and
kind of prove myself again.”  H

Be a part of something important
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

We are looking for people who want to deliver
newspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.
Earn money to help pay
those monthly bills.

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery
experience a plus but not required.

Call us today at 916-773-1111
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Border Crisis
Contributed to
Botched Response
to Uvalde School
Massacre: Report
CHARLOTTE CUTHBERTSON

UVALDE, Texas—The school
in which 19 children and two
teachers were massacred on
May 24, had been in lockdown
four times in the month prior to
the shooting, said Uvalde Mayor
Don McLaughlin.
Schools in the whole district
had been in lockdown mode 47
times since February due to
the border crisis spilling into
the city, which is a smuggling
corridor from the U.S.–Mexico
border to San Antonio, a recent
Texas House of Representatives
report stated.
Ninety percent of the lockdowns were due to law enforcement chases of suspected smuggling vehicles through Uvalde
and subsequent bailouts—
where the driver crashes or
stops the vehicle and occupants
jump out and scatter from law
enforcement, the report said.
The sheer increase in bailouts
over the past 18 months and the
subsequent lockdowns “contributed to a diminished sense
of vigilance about responding
to security alerts,” the Texas
House report states.
“The series of bailout-related
alerts led teachers and administrators to respond to all alerts
with less urgency—when they
heard the sound of an alert,
many assumed that it was another bailout.”
Kenneth Mueller, director of
student services for the Uvalde Consolidated Independent
School District (CISD) testified
to the committee that parents

CHARLOTTE CUTHBERTSON/THE EPOCH TIMES

We’re 30
days from
school
starting and
we’re having
pursuits
come
through.
We’re having
bailouts—we
had one this
morning in
Uvalde.
Don McLaughlin,
Uvalde mayor

Border Patrol agents apprehend a large group of illegal immigrants near Eagle Pass, Texas, on
May 20, 2022.
became so concerned about the
number of bailouts occurring
near the elementary-school campuses that they offered to hire
off-duty police to supplement the
Uvalde CISD police presence.
Two months after the deadly
massacre at Robb Elementary
School, the school district is preparing for the beginning of a new
year. But the Texas House review
of law enforcement’s response to
the May 24 shooting revealed a
series of alarming failures by first
responders. As a result, parents
aren’t ready to send their kids
back to a district they say is unsafe and where security problems
remain unremedied.
“We’re 30 days from school
starting and we’re having pursuits come through. We’re having
bailouts—we had one this morning in Uvalde,” McLaughlin told
The Epoch Times on July 12.
“And what’s going to happen
when we have a bailout right by
school and it has to go into lockdown? How much panic is there
going to be? How much trauma
is that going to cause these kids?
A ton.”
Parents of children who were
slain in the shooting have told the
mayor they’re considering homeschooling their other children.

CHARLOTTE CUTHBERTSON/THE EPOCH TIMES

Uvalde Mayor Don McLaughlin at a city council meeting in
Uvalde, Texas, on June 21, 2022.
“I said I understand, but I
can promise you from the city’s
standpoint, we will do everything
that we can to make sure your
kids are safe,” McLaughlin said
he told concerned parents.
The mayor has requested additional state troopers to be deployed to Uvalde for the first two
weeks of the school year.
When asked if he thought some
sort of “lockdown fatigue” existed at schools prior to the massacre, McLaughlin said, “I would
think there would be, but I can’t
speak for the school district.”
Tom Homan, former acting di-

rector of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Heritage
Foundation fellow, said local
communities are having to “bear
the cost” of the escalating border
crisis.
“Mass illegal migration was a
contributing factor in the tragedy
in Uvalde, and no one has said
a word about it. That’s simply
unacceptable,” Homan said in a
statement.
The Uvalde district school
board is proposing to delay the
start of school until after Labor
Day, instead of the original date
in mid-August.

FBI Opened Inquiry Into NIH Funding of Wuhan Lab, Emails Show
HECTOR RETAMAL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

EVA FU

The FBI launched an inquiry
into the National Institutes
of Health’s funding of bat research at the Wuhan Institute
of Virology, newly released
emails show.
The interest from the top
U.S. domestic investigative
agency adds to the international scrutiny of the Wuhan
facility, which houses one of
China’s highest-level biosecurity labs and has been considered a possible source of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“In preparation for our call
on Tuesday, Erik [Stemmy]
(cc’d) has provided responses
to your initial questions below (also attached),” Ashley
Sanders, an investigation officer at the National Institutes
of Health’s (NIH) division of
program integrity, wrote in
an email dated May 22, 2020,
with the subject “Grant Questions – FBI Inquiry,” and directed to FBI agent David
Miller.
The email was obtained by
government transparency
watchdog Judicial Watch
through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit, which
sought records of communi-

cations, contracts, and agreements with the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV).
The scope of the inquiry is
unclear because the rest of
the email correspondence,
five pages in total, is entirely
redacted. But the name of the
email attachment “SF 424
AI110964-06 (received date
11/05/2018),” corresponds to
the NIH grant “Understanding the Risk of Bat Coronavirus Emergence.”
The project in question is
headed by Peter Daszak of
EcoHealth Alliance, which
funneled money to the lab in
Wuhan. From 2014 to 2019, the
New York nonprofit received
six yearly grants totaling
$3,748,715 from the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases under the NIH
to fund the project, which was
expected to end in 2026.
The FBI inquiry had focused on at least two of the
grants, in 2014 and 2019, respectively, the email subject
line suggests.
The 2014 grant aimed to
“understand what factors increase the risk of the next CoV
emerging in people by studying CoV diversity in a critical
zoonotic reservoir (bats), at

The P4
laboratory
at the
Wuhan
Institute
of Virology
in Wuhan,
Hubei
Province,
China, on
April 17,
2020.

sites of high risk for emergence (wildlife markets) in
an emerging disease hotspot
(China),” according to the
project description. Specifically, the researchers would
assess the coronavirus spillover potential, develop predictive models of bat coronavirus
emergence risk, and use virus
infection experiments as well
as “reverse genetics” to test
the virus’s transmission between species.
In the project summary for
the 2019 grant, EcoHealth
stated that it had found that
“bats in southern China har-

bor an extraordinary diversity
of SARSr-CoVs,” and some
of those viruses can “infect
humanized mouse models
causing SARS-like illness, and
evade available therapies or
vaccines.”
Recently disclosed documents show that, under one
grant, the WIV had conducted
an experiment that resulted in
a more potent version of a bat
coronavirus.
In the project that took place
under the fifth grant, from
June 2018 to May 2019, the researchers infected two groups
of laboratory mice, one of

which with a modified version
of a bat coronavirus already existing in nature, and another
with the original virus.
Those infected with the
modified version became
sicker, Lawrence Tabak, at
the time a principal deputy
director at the NIH, wrote in
a letter in response to a congressional inquiry.
The experiment appears to
fit the definition of gain-offunction research regardless
of its intentions, according to
some experts.
The FBI declined to comment to The Epoch Times.

“I PASS ON YOUR ARTICLES TO ENLIGHTEN
SOME OF THE UNENLIGHTENED.” —Phlip Lewis
LEARN MORE AT

TheEpochTimes.com
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
CLEANING

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time
Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs

CONSTRUCTION

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Lots of References on Request
Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

FREE ESTIMATES

Based in Dixon Since 1991

PREGNANCY

PROPANE

MEDICAL SERVICES

Community Medical Center
Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations
Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600
HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM

Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

WATER SERVICES

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center

(530) 662-0295
culliganwoodland.com

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

CENTRAL
AUTO
PARTS
California Water Service
Your Local NAPA Dealer

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information

201 S. First St. • Dixon

707.678.5928

For All Your Automotive Needs

707-678-2309
1205 N. First Street, Dixon
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Monster Jam Returns to Golden 1
An Action-packed Weekend of Family Fun is Revving Up

Atherton Public Relations
News Release
SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - This. Is.
MONSTER JAM™! The most actionpacked motorsports experience for
families in the world today returns to
Sacramento an adrenaline-charged weekend at the Golden 1 Center on August
5-7, 2022. Celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, Monster Jam features
world-class athletes locked in intense
competitions of speed and skill.
The popular Monster Jam Pit Party fan
experience will return to Sacramento on
both Saturday and Sunday, where fans
can see the massive trucks up close, meet
their favorite drivers and crews, take pictures and enjoy other family-friendly
fun. This unique experience is the only
place that allows people to get up close
access to the Monster Jam teams and get
an insider’s look at how these trucks are
built to stand up to the competition. Pit
Passes are priced at $20 each for this
VIP experience.
Sactown motorsports fans will witness heated rivalries, high-flying stunts
and fierce head-to-head battles for the
Event Championship. Engineered to
perfection, the 12,000-pound Monster
Jam trucks push all limits going headto-head for points in Freestyle, Skills,
Donuts and Racing competitions.
Monster Jam drivers are trained, worldclass male and female athletes who
have mastered not only the physical
strength and mental stamina needed to
compete, but the vital dexterity to control 12,000-pound machines capable
of doing backflips, vertical two-wheel
skills and racing at speeds up to 70
miles-per-hour to produce jaw-dropping, live motorsports action seen
around the world.
The Sacramento event features eight
skilled athletes fighting for the championship while putting on a spectacle,
constantly innovating and always entertaining. Tyler Menninga gets behind the
wheel of the legendary black and green
wrecking machine Grave Digger®, celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.
Elvis Lainez grabs the bull by the horns
driving El Toro Loco®, Bernard Lyght

Featured Truck and driver: Megalodon driven by Bernard Lyght. Photo courtesy of Atherton PR

makes his debut in Megalodon® and military veteran Kayla Blood in Soldier
Fortune ™ look to lock in the event
championship.
Friday, August 5, 2022 at 7:00 PM
First event.
Saturday, August 6, 2022 at 7:00 PM
Pit Party open from 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM
(Sat. Event Ticket & Pit Pass required
for entry)
Sunday, August 7, 2022 at 1:00 PM
Pit Party open from 10:30 AM–12:00 PM
(Sunday Event Ticket & Pit Pass
required for entry)
Golden 1 Center is located at
500 David J Stern Walk,
Sacramento, CA 95814.
Tickets are affordably priced for the
whole family!
Tickets and Pit Passes can be purchased
online at Ticketmaster.com
*Ticket prices subject to change – additional venue/ticketing fees may apply
For local Sacramento event info, please
visit www.monsterjam.com/en-US/events/
sacramento-ca/aug-05-2022-aug-07-2022 H

Featured Truck and driver: Grave Digger driven by Tyler Menninga. Photo courtesy of Atherton PR
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